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AUTHOR’S PREFACE* 


A BDULKURREEM the Ton of 

Khojeh Akebut Mahmood +, and 
grand-fon of Mohammed Bolaky J, wa* 
bom in the land of Calhmeer [(, the fcm- 
blancc of the celeftial Paradife the in¬ 
heritance of our great anceftor; and like 
him was banilhed from his native foil j 
but with this difference, that Adam had 
firfr tailed the fruit of his fin. 

Befrioid nu, fyr 1 ant the Adam *♦ 0 / 
this age ; 

None ha ike accurfed Satan ft, •ojUI he 

enem^^ ^ 

* I^V + I 

il ^ CaAfflcer i$ fliJed, ta all j»b)ick ifitiow. 


I 
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i now humbly addrefs rnyfeir to the 
truly learned, who although they be per¬ 
fect in knowledge and wifdom, are ready 
to excufe die drfefts of others. 

At the time Nadir Shah * invaded Ilin* 
doftan +, I dwelt in the city of Sbahje- 
hanabad J. I had long ^viCied to have 
an opportunity of making a pilgrimage 
to Meo:^ |], as well as to vifit the holy 
fhrincs, and to kifs the feet of the tiue 
behc%^r5. Now fince every one who 
heartily perfevercs, ^vill furely obtain the 
obje£l of his ^ifhes, it fo happened, that 
I was introduced to Mirza Aly Akber 
who although nominally only keeper of 
the records, yet from there not being 
any prime miniller, performed all the 
funftionj of that office. “ Whatever 
“ God refolves fhall come to pafs, he al- 
*< fo produces the means of its accom- 
“ pliihment.” Summarily, Mirza Aly 
Akber prefented me to Nadir Shah, who 
engaging his word, llmt I.iliould be per- 

w D«h)y. !1 X ^ 

- mitted 
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mitted to perform the pilgrimage pf 
Mecca, I entered into his fervice. 

After my return from my travels, 
which proved longer than 1 had at firft 
intended, fomeofmy deareft friends, of 
whofe love and afFe6lion I had expe¬ 
rienced moft fubftaiitial proofs, advKed 
me to draw up a fumraary relation of 
my journey, and Ibine account of the 
court of Perfia; togeclicr with a narrative 
of the moft interefling events in the Hif* 
tory of Hindolian, lince my aiTival aC 
Hooghly, which I have accordingly aW 
tempted in a plain and unaffefted ftyle, 

It is irijomc to bo tcaztd 'Kith old talcs ; 

- Yffis had Utter tell mily v^hat you h&v$ 
ymrfclffetn. 

The Jlory of Fcrhad and Shircen * is j>t» 
C07M unvnterejiin^; 

Like pajl Love, or an old Almanack. 

* Ferhad >1 Js is a celebrated Perfiart Statuary) 
laid cut many in the meuntain orBeyAiooa 

for Ha iota ot’Sillreen Thiy 

moQnUjn is dercribed by out* author Id the accou&( of hi# 
tuveii Uirou^h PerJia. 


I relate 
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IrelaU xakat f have beheld with mihe oxm 
eyes; 

Not Tnere hewrfay^ or antiquated fahles^ 

No man in his fenfcs would travel an wru 
know road’. 

Whatever the Pilgrim tells yoUt is from his 
own obfervalion. 

As Ihavcemiilcdthis little work a true 
Relation •, fo I have kept the contents 
fiee from flattery and exaggeration* which 
too often {lain the hiftoric page. I have 
alfo avoided prolixity, as well as flu died 
cadences* and flowing periods* which on-» 
ly ferve to perplex the feofe. 

Hafiz exclaim, that, neoertheUfs, theft art 
not all a^urditus ; 

There being aSualfy Jlrangefioriu, as mil 
as xixmdeifd traditions, 

* 

lo tbe tnnflation we btve oaitted every thiog reUdve 
to Nidir Sbeh, beibre bu rtcon from the 

fabiK beUg alreedy ie piaffcfioo of ibofe urticolari frost 
■ BoS joeAeriy pes. 
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Nadir Shah marches from Shah- 

JEHAKABAD, 071 kis rctum tO 

Persia. 


O N the 7th of Sefer, A. H. 1152, 
(or A. D. 1739), Nadir Shah re- 
figned over to Mohammed Shah 
the Empire of Hindoftah ; and marching 
from Dehly, encamped at the garden of 
Shalehmar 


He had given pofiiive orders to Hajee 
Folad Khan f, the Cutwal J of Dehly, 
that if any of his foldiers were found in 


J Superimendaiit of fU Police* 

B 


the 
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the city after his march, to cut off ilieif 
ears ai^d notes, and dien fend them to 
him. Hovever, many difgufted with his 
tyranny, ran aJl hazards by flaying be¬ 
hind; fome of whom incurred tlic punifh- 
menC, whilft others were happy enough 
to dude the diligent fearch of the Cut- 
wal. As all tlie country on the Lahoor * 
road, had been totally defolated by the 
Kezlcbaflies f on their march to Dchly, 
Nadir Shah now refolved to take the 
route ofSyalkote J, which being well in¬ 
habited, would afford him frefh plunder. 
Being the month of May (he fun's rays 
were exceedingly powerful, and the wind 
fcorching hot, when the Perfians unac- 
cuflomed to fuch ;^aiher, and who were 
clotlied for a cold climate, were not able 
to fupport the fatigue, fo that great num¬ 
bers of men and cattle expired on this 
march. Thofe who furvived the fatigue 


^ of foWIers among c&0 

r«rfian». a» th» J&ntzvies ajcoog th? Torl{». I( Signifies 
la ihcTurtith isngoage rtd aod ih«y aw fo callc/t 

from the r«il (sps. nbieh they am »ben firi) 
by Shwkh Hydcr, thafacher of Shah If,nail, firft King of 
ine S«i!y family. ^ 

and 
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and heat of tli€ journey, were reftored 
to their health by the refrefhing ftream of 
Chenab which ilTuing from the neigh- 
bouving mountains, was at this feafon fo 
intenfely cold, that no man could (land 
in it up Co his waift for one minute. 

As foon as the bridge was formed over 
the Chenab, the inhabitants, who upon 
the approach of the Perfian army, had 
fled to the mountains to avoid being plun¬ 
dered, came in the middle of the night, 
and tbrovring large trees into tlie river, 
the ra^ndily of tlie ftream carried litem 
with hich violence againft the boats, as 
broke the chains afunder, and a great 
number of people perilhed. Nadir Shah 
defpairing of being able to repair the 
bridge, was under the neccllity of crofT- 
ing his army in boats j which detained 
him here foine days. This hah, however, 
was of great fervice to his troops, by al¬ 
lowing them time to recruit their health 
and fpirits. Men of all ranks were dif- 
fatisficd ^v•ith .his fervicc, yet dared not 

* 

B 2 


defert; 
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defert; but were compelled to fubmit ro 
his fevcrities, foooer than entail utter ruin 
onihcir families, who would have Icon 
made accountable for their coiulucl i and 
their property wherever it could have 
been difeovered, would have been confif- 
cafed. Thus without either rham or 
yoke» lliey were held in ciu<'l bondage ; 
end wbilil the inflrumcnis of their mal- 
ter*s tyranny, ^v•e^c thendelves the moft 
abjc£l and opprcITcd Ila^'cs. 


AbuIhafTan Beg the Yckah Bafhv +» 
was ordered to place trufty peo])le at the 
ierry, to examine all perfona before they 
palled the river; and if any valuable 
jewels were difeovered upon them, to 
feizc and fend tliem to the royal U'cafuiy. 
Upon the publication of this order, fome 
came of themfelves and delivered up the 
jewels they had got in plunder, and thefe 
were rewarded with drefles and other pre- 
fents. From othen were taken what they 
had concealed in the packs and faddles 


o^Scej* of hfgh 

nnk. hit whoft particolar datf we have aoi been able te 

of 
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o: their horfefi, camels, or mules. Som 
buried tbeir flores in ihc ground, hoping 
that after the fearch wa-s over, they might 
be able to return, and dig them up again 5 
but: from the ftri6l orders of Nadir Shah* 
which were punClually obe)^ed. it was im- 
poflible for any one to recrofs the river; 
and thus the treafure remained in the 
bowels of its parent earth. Others> out 
of rage and mdignaiion. threw into the 
river whatever they had concealed. The 
Yekah Eafl'iy was dircSed to fee that all 
the llindoftany prifoners were rcleafed, 
and given in charge to Zckariah Khan 
the Soobahdar of Lahoor, to be fent back 
to their refpeftive countries* 

When the army had crofTcd the Che- 
rab. Nadir Shah informed his officers of 
his intcniion to march to Cafhmcer j but 
upon its being reprefented to him chat 
the roads were difficult for an army to 
paCs, and that provilions would be found 
very fcarcc, he laid afide all thoughts of 
that espedition. Here Zekariah Khan 
took his leave and fet out for Lahoor. 
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By repeated marches, wthout one halt¬ 
ing day intervening* notwithftanding it 
famed almoftinceflaniiy, he arrived on the 
banks of the Jylum In the middle of 
the river, a camel loaded with gold plate 
took fright* and falling &om the bridge of 
boats tvas drowned, and no part of the 
plate was ever recovered. At this place 
Nadir Shah fent back Mohammed Shah’s 
artilkry, aodmaJe them a prefent of tlie 
gold plate* which was funk in the river. 
They of courie execCed all their endea¬ 
vours* but only lod their time. It is faid* 
indeed^ that they found a brafs bafon and 
ewer. Although k rained violently, be 
marched along (he borders of RawiI Pun- 
dy t, and palling HafTan Abdal ^* encamp¬ 
ed on the banks of (he river, which runs 
through the territory of the Afghans of 
Youf^ Zei ^ From hence he fent a de¬ 
tachment to lubdue tbofe Afghans* who 
bad. never yet been deprived of their inde- 
pcttdtnce. They had a deep river to pafs, 
and the Afghans had burnt all the boats; 

* t 

J1 


but 
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but Nadir Shah ordered the men to crofs 
on elephants, and fwim their horfes; by 
which means having gained the oppofite 
fide, the enemy, after a vigorous rcfifl- 
ance, in which they fuffered great flaugh- 
ter, were obliged to lubmit; and to ob-* 
tain quarter, engaged to pay a tribute, and 
to furnilh Nadir Shah’s army with thirty 
thoufand effeftive men. Nadir Shah was' 
glad to grant them thefe terms, for had he 
been detained a month longer on this ex¬ 
pedition, the mountains of Cabul * would 
have been impaffable, on account of the 
fnow i whilft the Hate of affairs in Perfia 
began to require his prefcnce in tliat quar¬ 
ter. 
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Other Occurrences during Nadir 
Shah’s Expedition ogairifi the 
Afghans of Yousef Zei. 

S OON after Nadir SJiaVs arrival in the 
territory ofYoufefZei, heiffaed an 
cdicl to the governors of all the pro¬ 
vinces of Iran *, whereby he granted a 
total remiflion of tribute from that king¬ 
dom for three years to come. 

He appointed Ameer Hajee Khan f his 
ambalfadorto the Emperor of Turkey J, 
to vhom he fent fifteen elephants and a few 
jewels, with fome Cathmccry fhawls, and 
other valuable produflions of Hindoftan. 
The party that accompanied him, were 
ordered to be motint^ on fine horfea 
richly caparifoned. The letter which he 
wrote to the Emperor of Turkey contain¬ 
ed, amODgd other matters, as follows: 
1 bat die wall which Zobddeh Khatun |] 
caufed to be crc&cd, to mark the road 

from 


A 
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from Cufah * to Mecca f, been derad- 
lirhed by the Arabs, who have dellroyed 
the wells, and now plunder the pilgrims, ve¬ 
rifying the verfe of the Koran which (ays, 
“ that the Arabs arc the raoft hardened in* 
fidels.** That it is therefore incumbeiit on 
the Emperor of Turkey, Co order the go¬ 
vernor of chat province to^ «p^ the 
road, and extirpate the bands of robbera 
that infril U| ib that tile Pligtims of Iran 
and Turan J, may pafs in fafety by that 
route, which is their neareft Way to Mec¬ 
ca ; under the condu£l of Ameer Hajee 
Khan, whom Nadir Shah had now ap¬ 
pointed to that office. That if on account 
of the war againfltheChriAians, the Em¬ 
peror (hould hnd it inconvenient to pn* 
nifhthe Arabs, he need oidy fijnify as 
much to Nadir Shah, who would fend an 
army oi'Keslebaihes, to deliver the righ¬ 
teous from out of the hands of thofe mif- 
creant8, which would be an adt merito¬ 
rious before God and man. That whereas 
at Mecca die Imams K in the four orato* 

V/' t Turconui.. II ^t| 

c 


rits 
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tjie four fefts-^, pray for the Em- 
pWF <*f' TurJcey alone, Nadir Shah re- 
i)^c(kd> that iQ th^ oratory of Shafei, 
vhtch fltuftted on the ftde of Iran, his 
OVr^^n^e night <be ufed. He alfo de¬ 
ified SdTy Muza f, who was at the 
coyrt pf .Conftantinople might be Tent 
fpr the prefervation of peace and 
for diaeif this requeft was re- 
tfould be the mevi (able con- 
?ddio^ it is nmly, to give 
of int e ayon,. The above are 
ait At particulars; u^tOQ which I was able 
tq^obiun jofer^aiiom ^ • 

»'r—> * . ' 


..rrNa<Uc Sbah ordered the Darogah of the 
Sati^ihaJKh I to fend all .the elephants 
befote ^ army, through Ghuzneen §, and 
y ahdaW^.^t to Herat ++, to prevent fcar- 
ci^iof'p^vihons in the camp. Many 




«• Heoftfce, M*kkc«, 

{V-. ' "V 

^ CoTcaijidai. || 

•H- 

' Li of 
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of thefc animals had been ufed to eaVfa- 
gar-cane and various drugs of HiildoRan, 
which not being procurable in many places 
through which they pafled, afforded their 
keepers ample pretexts, for extorting fines 
from the people of the country. And 
whenever an elephant died, the keeper, in* 
order to exculpate himfelf'^di Nadir Shah, 
reprefented that it had happened from the 
want of the accuftomary fupplies, and 
thereby brought farther diftrefs upon the* 
country, from the effefts of the Shah^* 
difpleafure. Seventy-five elephants died* 
between Cabul and Herat, 

Nadir Shah being encarnped oti the. 
banks of the river, three Afghans fwanx' 
over from the oppofite fide in the tniddle'; 
of the night, and having erttered the ouief ' 
tent, were proceeding to his fleeping apatt- 
Jiientj but the noife of their fet having 
awakened him, he removed to another 
place, and being ignorant of their number, 
thought it moft prudent to obferve fileace. 
They entered the fleeping tent, and hav¬ 
ing failed in their main defign, which was 
to have aflaflkated.the Shah, they loaded 
C 2 them- 
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themfelves vhh the moft ^•aIuabIe cf* 
fe£h they could lay their hands upon« 
The guards were foon alarmed, but the 
Afghans plunged into the water, dived 
like aligaton, and fwani acroTs the river 
with their booty. In the morning, the 
guards who were flatiemed near the river 
were put to death, and all thofe of other 
pofls, were punilhed with difierent degrees 
of fevchty, proportionate to their negle& 
of duty. As the feafon for pafllng the 
motratatm would now foon be elapl^, he 
did not trouble himiUf to make any en- 
into the confpiracy, which would 
have detained him here. He crofled the ri¬ 
ver in the m iddle of the territory of Youfef 
U, where it is divided into 6ve branches, 
over three of which bridges were con- 
fiiufted, the other two were fordable. 
ll>de five fireams onite at the ferry of 
Peilbore which confluence is called the 
Attockf. In ancient books it is called 

Nedabt 

• v.Ltr, t t-vrV 


The 
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The Nufluck^hee Bafhee *, conform*?' 
ably to the Shah^s orders, having diflri-p 
buted his men upon the bridges, and 
the fords, cook from che foldiers. tlie re-* 
mender of the Hjndoftany priforiers, and 
gave them in charge to H^ce Aflceree % 
the agent of Zakaria Khan, Soobahda? 
of Lahoor, to be lent by him to their rcf» 
pcftive countries. 

Nadir Shah now beftowcd ibc Soobah^ 
dary ofPeilhor.e upon NaHir Khan J, who 
had held that government before, 

The army proceeding by quick marches, 
by the route of Jellalabad ||, arrived at Car 
buj, on the ill of Ramzan, A, H. 1152* 
This city js entirely defolated by the op- 
preirwns of the governor^ but the neigh» 
Louring country is rather in a better ftate, 
Thchealebinefs gf the climate is well afccr? 
uined by the robuH make, and hearty 
nonAituifons of the natives. 

I j 


y V’ 
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I vifitcd the tomb of my paternal grand- 
fithex Khojch Mohammed BoiaJcy *: aod 
was much delighted with the gardens, and 
other places in tins country. 


9 
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Nadir Shah marches to Sind, 
folates that Country^ aitd takes the 
SooBAHDAR prfoner. 

N adir shah had fent orders to 
Khodayear Khcn •, the Soobahdar 
of Sind +, to meet him at Cabul •, bat he 
having ncglefled to obey the fummons, 
the Shah was enraged at his in foie nee, 
an<l refolvcd to punifh him. Accord¬ 
ingly, on the 8th of Ram2an, he march¬ 
ed from Cabul through the BungifhatJ. 
Fortunately there was not any fall of 
fnow during this expedition, although 
from the feafon of the year, it might 
reafonably have been expedled. But the 
men fuffered great inconvenience, from 
the cold blafls of wind from the moun¬ 
tains; and amongft the palTcs they had to 
encounter a very rapid river, in which 
was loft near a fourth of the plunder of 
Hindoftan; and a great deal of baggage 
belonging to the ofticers and foldiers. 

+ t Li-f; 

This 
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Thii deftni^ive rivrr winds in its conrfr 
li)« a deadly fnake, fo that they were ob¬ 
liged to crofs it twenty-two times. Nuni¬ 
ters of camels and mules periOied there¬ 
in, and to add to this calamity, there was 
a fcarclcy of pro^/ifions for the cattle. Had 
it happened to fnow, the whole army mull 
ineviiably have perifhed. After a rooft fa* 
tiguing march of twcnt)*-f<jur days, the 
ftrmy entered the territory of Sind< on 
the firfl of month of Shav^^al. When 
ve had got about half A cok otit of the. 
pafs, there was a very fcnfiWe change in 
the climate; and we faw fields cultivated 
vlth wheat and barley, W'e had now a 
double caufe for r^otcing,for the conclu- 
flon of the fad of Ramzan, and our deli- 
ve ahee from tlie calamities above de^ 
feribedi The next day It rained fo vio* 
Icnily, and fuch torrents ifTued from the 
mountains, that numbers of the people 
who had fallen behind perifhed. The Ze¬ 
mindars (but thenifelves up in their forts, 
and inftead of tribute, proraifed nothing 
but cannon-balls; but the army halting, 
they were Toon obliged to furrcndcr. Not 
Only their Ui'es were fpared, but they were 

exempted 
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exempted from plunder, upon engaging to 
tranfport the artillery to K.hoda*abad *. 
For -svatit of a fufRcient number of cattle, 
men were compelled to be yoked; many 
died through fatigue, and ill treatment, 
whilft others flarved to death: the 
furviving few were permitted to return to 
their own homes. 

The jungle of Tabrellan+, or Maxen- 
deran J, is nothing when compared with 
what we had to pafs on the borders of 
Sind. Even Nadir Shah and the army 
miffed their way and fepavated; and the 
camp followers tvere in tire utmoft confu- 
fion and diftrefs. In one part the reeds 
took fire, which fo frightened the camels, 
that many who had valuable loads, ran 
off with their riders, and were never more 
heard of. To add to thefe diftrefles, the in-* 
habitants, by the direftion ofKhodayear 
Klian, had buried all the grain which they 
were not able to bum, and then took to 
flight. The army was in danger of pe- 
rilhing by famine, when the fcoucs difeo- 

D vered 
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vcred Tome grain buried in the vil¬ 

lages, which was divided amongft the 
troops according to the mufter-rolls, For 
die catUe there was plenty of green wheat 
and barley, the country being highly cuU 
tivaCed. When we got through tlie jun¬ 
gle, we arrived at Larkaneh *, where Na¬ 
dir Shah refolved to leave the baggage. 

During the whole of this march, all the 
villages through which wc pafTed were en¬ 
tirely defertedj and the only perfon that I 
faw was a fat Brahmin fucing upon the 
highway begging alms in the names of 
Ram + and Mahadco %• ^ ^11 ^ could 

to perfuade him to Pave himfelf by flight 
from the fury of the foldiers, who were 
near a (hand, bnchewasfoinflituated, tliat 
he would not {Ur, and even allced me, tf I 
envied him the alms which he fhould ob¬ 
tain? During ourconverfation, a party of 
Bukhtyearees | came up, and binding the 
poor wretch hand and foot, they cut him 
in pieces, to try the fharpneis of their 
fwords. 

Nadir 
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Nadir Shah inarcfus againfi Kho^ 
DAYEAR Khak. He cclehraUs 
the Fcjlivcd of the New Year^ 
ter the manr^r of the Emperors 
of Hindostan. 

K HODAYEAR khan having crof- 
fed the river Attock, which b here 
called Sind, had retired with bis family and 
moil valuable effects to the fort of Amer- 
kote fituated in a fandy defert, entirely 
deflitute of water. He had left: a great 
deal of money and effefts in boats on the 
river* that in cafe of emergency, he might 
efcape that way. Nadir Shah haftened 10 
Amerkote with a fmall detachment. On 
the very day that Khodayear Khan had re- 
folved CO embark with his family on board 
the boats, and lie concealed amongft the 
iflands of the Sind, till Nadir Shah's 
return to Iran; Nadir Sliah befieged 
the fort before fun-rife, when Khodayear 
Khan, by the advice of his fiiends, com* 
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menced a negotiation, and offered to fur-* 
render if be was only promifed his life, 
and that his ^roity fliould not be dif- 
graced. On account of the fcarcity of 
water and provifions, Nadir Shah acceded 
to the propofed terms; and upon his 
coming to make hb fubmiflions, he only 
di refled his mouons to be watched, merely 
to fecure his perfon; bucftrifl orders were 
given, that no indignity fhould be offered 
to himfeif or any of his family. Ail the 
money and effefls that were found in the 
fort, and on board the boats, were feized 
and fent to the camp at Larkaneh, Kho- 
dayearKhan is of a dark complexion, and 
afUifled with the leprofy. The inhabi¬ 
tants of Sind, who are Bcloochcs *, pay 
him great refpeft on account of his vir¬ 
tues, confidering him as their ipirltual 
guide. His fomily had long poffeffed a 
ZeTTimdarry in this country, and at pre- 
ient he is Soobahdar of Sind, on the part 
of the Emperor of Hindoftan. 

I was prefeut when an inventory was 
* ^ Vgban Tribe. 

taken 
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taken of the efiefls of Khodayear Khan, 
and faw amongft them many things that 
had formerly belonged to the Seffevy Sul¬ 
tans, and which were recognized by the 
oIBcers employed in taking the account. 
Upon inquiry it was found, that the Af¬ 
ghans of Kandahar when they plundered 
Iran, Tent the raoft valuable articles to 
different places for fale. 

Nadir Sliah was exceedingly rejoiced 
at his fuccefs over Khodayear Khan. He 
celebrated tlie feftival of the New Year at 
Larkaneh, and bellowed very confider- 
able prefents amongft his army. To thofe 
of the firft rank he gave five hundred mo- 
liurs each; to others from one to three 
hundred molmrs; and every private fol- 
dier had two mohurs. The mohur was 
that of Hindoftan worth twenty-four ru¬ 
pees . Of the firft rank were Allavee Khan 
the Hakeem Bafhy, Abulhaflan Khan, 
Lutfullah Khan *, Naflirullah Mirza t, 
and Thamas Khan Amongft the others 


were 
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were Mirza Aly Alcber *, keeper of the re¬ 
cords, and Mirza Mohammed Isfahany 
Vizier of the houfehold. 

At this p!ace Syed Mohammed Khan ][» 
waited upon Nadir Shah, with diTpatches 
from Mohammed Shah* and fome valu¬ 
able prcfents. 

Nadir Shah appointed fome of his ofR- 
cers to remain in Sbd* and after receiv¬ 
ing from Khodayear Khan two of hia 
fons as hodages, conferred upon him the 
title of Shah Kuly Khan J. 

Before he left Larkaneli, he returned 
an anfwer to Mohammed Shah’s letter. 
He alfo fent back Zekaria Khan to La- 
hoor, from whence he had lately called 
him. 

On the ninth of the month of Moher- 
rem, Nadir Shah marched from Larkaneh 

* for 
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for Kaodabar, by the road of Pefheng 
Between Sind and Kandahar lies a vaft de- 
fere without water, called Delht Bey do w- 
let f. The foil is fo hard, and the fprings 
lie fo deep, that it is impofTible to fink 
wells on a march. 

On the tliird of the month of Sefer, we 
arrived at Kandahar. It had a very ftrong 
fort, which was deftroyed by Nadir Shah, 
and near the place where it flood, a mud 
fort is built, called Nadirabad J. 

After leaving Kandahar, the army ford¬ 
ed tlie ri\'er Andab ||> and croffed the 
river Kerfek partly after the fame man¬ 
ner, and partly in boats. Some of the 
plunder of Hindollan was alfo loll in this 
riven 

By repeated marches, Nadir ShA ar¬ 
rived at the city of Ferah **, the gover¬ 
nor of which he punifhed for having op- 

* t 

11 ** > 
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prelTed the inhabitants. This place is in 
ruins; but the adjacent country is de- 
lighdul. 

On the 5th of Rebby-ul*awwel, we ar¬ 
rived at Herat, and encamped near Ga- 
zergah *. From Kandaliar to Herat, the 
towns and villages are moftly in a ruin¬ 
ous condition; but in travelling ftx or 
eight farfangs, you will meet with one 
or two in a more flouriftiing Rate than 
others. This cKmaie is very different 
from that of Cabul, for on the lirft of 
Moherrem, on the borders of the Bungi- 
fhat, I faw wheat a cubit high, and diree 
months after when I arrived at Herat, the 
harvell was not in more forwardnefs. 

Herat muft have been a fine city j but 
from the oppreflions of the government, 
It IS now in fuch a Aate of defolation, 
that the ground floors of the houfes are 
ploughed up and Town with grain. The 
fruits of this country are very fine, parti¬ 
cularly the mujk melons, which are ini- 

* 
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mitable. Here are ruins of magnificent 
mofques and tombs. During the fummer 
the wind blows very ftrong* when they 
make ufc of wind-mills to grind their 
corn. Thefe ftrong winds are a great blef- 
fing, as without them the country would 
fwarm with infefts ; and the ftagnation of 
air would endanger a plague. 

In order to make the neceflary prepa¬ 
rations for an expedition againft Turan, 
Nadir Shah remained a month and a half 
at Herat. He pofitively diredfeed that per- 
fons of all ranks fhould leave their fuper- 
fiuous baggage at Herat; and that one 
tent Ihould lulHce for ten men. His owa 
treafure, the Jewel-office, and Peacock- 
throne he fent to Mefhed *. He appoint¬ 
ed his fon Nalfer ullah Mirza to govern 
at Herat, and left along with him Alkvee 
Khan tlie Hakeem Bafhy. 
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A dcfcription of tJic Tefii decorated 
with precious Stones^ 

W HEN Nadir Shah was at Dehly, 
he had furh a profiiGon of jewels, 
tliat he ordered ihe Moabir Bafhy *, to 
make up arms and liameTs of every kind, 
inlaid with precious itone$, and to orna¬ 
ment a large tent in the fame manner. 
For this purpofe, ilic beft workmen Oiat 
could be procured, were cmplo'yed a year 
and two months during the march; and 
when Nadir Shall arrived at Herat, the 
Moabir Bafl^y informed him that a great 
number of tlie loMowing articles, richly 
inlaid wit!) precious {loncs, were prepared 
viz. Jiorfc Jiarncfs, fw'ord-flieaths, qui¬ 
vers, (litelds, fpear-cafes, and maces; with 
Sundelces i, or chairs of different fizes, 
and a large tent lined with jewels. The 
tent was ordered to be pitched in the De¬ 
von Khanch J, in which were placed the 

# * r 

HU Ckflic« refeabUs that oT'oar Qoif' 
(er MiRef General. + X The 

j^blic ball. 
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Tukht TaoufTee *, or Peacock Tlirone, 
brought from Dehly, the Tukht Nadery +, 
with the thrones of fome other monarchs, 
together with the inlaid Sundelees. Publi¬ 
cation was made by beat of drum through¬ 
out the city, and the camp, that all per- 
fons had liberty to come to this magnifi¬ 
cent exhibition, fuch as had never before 
been feen in any age or country. Nadir 
Shah was not pleated with the form of the 
tent, and befides being lined with green 
fattin, many of the jewels did not appear 
to advantage 5 he therefore ordered it to 
be taken to pieces, and a new one to be 
made, the top of which, for the conveni¬ 
ence oi tranfportation, fhould be feparate 
from the walls; fuch as in Hindoftan is 
called a Rowty When he returned to 
Melhed from his expedition into Turan, 
this new tent being fmifhed, was difplayed 
in the fame manner as the former one; but 
its beauty and magnificence are beyond 
defeription. The outfide was covered 
with fine fcarJet broad cloth, the lining 
was of violet coloured fattin, upon which 
were reprefentations of all the birds and 

E-2 ^beafts 
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beafts in the creation, vnth trees and flow¬ 
ers, the whole made of pearls, diamonds, 
rubies, emeralds, amethyfis, and other 
precious Rones: and the tent poles were 
decorated in like manner. On both fldes 
of the Peacock Throne was a fcrcen, up¬ 
on which were the figures of two angels in 
precious flones. The roof of the lent 
confifted of fevcn pieces, and when it was 
tranfported to any place, two of thefe 
pieces packed in cotton, were put into a 
wooden chefl, two of which were a fuffici- 
ent load for an elephant; and the fcreen 
filled another cheft The walls of the tent, 
the tent poles and the tent pins, which lat¬ 
ter were of mafly gold, loaded five mure 
elephants; fo that for the carriage of 
the whole were required feven elephants. 
This magnificent tent was difplayed on all 
fefiivals in the Dewan Khaneh at Herat, 
during the remainder of Nadir Shah's 
reign. After his death, his nephew Adil 
Shah *, and his grand fon Shahrokh * 1 *, 
whofe territories were very limited, and 
expences enormous, had the tent taken 
to pieces, and dilEpated the produce. 


Kaoiu 
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Nadir Shah inarches from 
Herat, on an expedition o^ainji 
Turak. 


H a V I N G appointed NafTiruIlali 
Mivza, liis fccond Ton, to govern 
hi Iran during Iiis abfence, he fet out up¬ 
on his expedition Hgainft Turan, accom¬ 
panied bv Reza Kn\y Khan Mirza bis 
< idelt ion 5 and by quick marches arrived 
at Maroochak This town is well inha¬ 
bited, but all the v/ater in its neighbour¬ 
hood is very bad. Nadir Shah has com¬ 
pelled feme people oF the tribe of Sha- 
hoon t to fettle here. Throughout Iran, 
and the bordering territories, are an infi¬ 
nite number of Elats J, or wandering 
tribes, and of whom the Perfian army is 
chiefly compofed. The moll numerous 
of thefe tribes are the Akrad ||, or Curds, 
theAkfar§, the Jelaroo theKeratch- 
loo+t, the Ferdaci Aiy the Shamlooj||, 


* t t (I 
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and the Biikhtyearee *, <S:c. Like the A** 
rabs of die defcrt, they wander about in 
queft of good pafturage and water, which 
^rhen t)jey have found, diey pitch their 
tea&> and remain till their cattle liave 
eaten up all the grais on that fpot, when 
they remove in fearch of more. Amongft 
thefc people, riches and property fignify 
Hocks and herds of camels, Jiorfes, oxen, 
fliccp, and goats. Some of them, however, 
fettle ill towns, and apply chemfelves to 
agriculture. Thefe cuflous prevail alfo 
tljrougliout Turan. 

' From the borders of Maroochik to the 
to^^'n of indekoo t, dependent upon Balkh, 
there are very few buildings; and the 
country being unfrequented, abounds with 
game, and wild beads. The foldiers kill* 
cd fuch numbers of deer, that no body 
Wou id eat mutton. Thamas Khan jelayir J 
an officer of high rank, having gone into 
the jungle witli a fmall party of chofen 
men to hunt, a wild boar ilTued fuddenly 
from amongft the reeds, and his horfe 

* 'f' t 
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taking fngkt) threw him. The boar then 
attacked Itim, whenGholaumKhan* (hot 
the tremendous beafl witli an arrow, and 
alfo cut him with his fvmrd, upon which 
he quitted Thainas IClian, r«nd fcizing 
Gholaum Khan kil'ed him. ITe re¬ 
turned toTliamas Khait, but he was again 
fortunately delivered from his clutches by 
another fervant coming up, and killing 
the boar wilii a match-lock, ’i ha mas 
Khan being very fliort and thick, and of 
a dark complexion, Nadir Shall laughed 
heartily at the relation of his adventure, 
and told him, that his little brother had 
ufed him very uncivilly. 

Between Herat and Balkh, is a Tandy 
defert, entirely defiitute of water, tliree 
days journey in length j the exa£l breadth 
I was not able to learn j but it extends to 
the borders of Khovarezm, and to Kerch 
Kilpak +, the entrance into the Defht 
Kipch^ J. It alfo marks the boundary 
between Bokhara [|, and Meru Shahjan 

tyUV 
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JRuPam *, the fon of Zal +, marched by 
thid load from Iran to Turan. Nadir 
S>hah went to Turan through Marooch^, 
Indckoo,' and Baikh, and ictui'ned by 
Mera Shahjan; fo that cither way you 
roufl crofs this frightful defert. In pafling 
iv this time, many men and great num¬ 
bers ofhorfes perifhed. 

From Herat to Balkh, our route lay 
chiefly wed. As Balkh liad been foin e eiiue 
in the pofieflion of Nadir Shah, the anny 
did not meet with any mokflation on 
the march to that city. Yar Mohammed 
Khan J* ilie governor of that territory, 
obtained Nadir Shall'a permifTion to go to 
Mecca, and was fu mi died, at his e.x pence, 
•with every tlnng nccelTary for the jour¬ 
ney. I afterwards met with this noble¬ 
man at Damafeus, where lie had been 
waitiog a long time for the Cara\'an} aud 
again on the road, and at Mecca 1 had 
frequently the pleafure of feeing him. 
After performing the pilgrimage of Mrc- ^ 
ca, he went to Surat and from tlicnce 

* ijb t A II 
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into the Dekhan *, where he was received 
with great refpeft by Nizara-ul-Mcik f, 
who allowed him an eftablifhment of one 
thoufand rupees per menfeni} which at 
at the death of Nizam-ul-Mulk, was con¬ 
tinued to him by the fons of that noble¬ 
man. 

Balkh muft have been a fine city before 
the rapacity of its governors ha<J reduc¬ 
ed the inhabitants to their prefent ftate 
of indigence. The city is gone to decay; 
but there arc fome beautiful feats in the 
neighbourhood. 

* C/f^ 


F 


Nadxk 



J 4 THE MEMOIRS O? 


Nadir Shah marches from BalkH 
" to Bokhara. 

A t the time that the Perfian army 
were employed in plundering Deh- 
]y, Nadir Shah tumed his thoughts to 
the conqueft of Turan; and for that pur^ 
pofe Tent a great number of workmen 
from Dehly and other places to Balkh» 
to get ready a thoufand boats againft his 
arrival in that quarter, fome for the con« 
ftru£^ion of bridges, and others for the 
tranfportation of grain. Had he not taken 
this precaution, he muR have failed in 
this expedition, for the King of Turan 
had deftroyed all the boats on the river 
Gihoon * j and without carrying grain 
from Chaijoo +, to the borders of Kho- 
varezm J, being twelve days journey, it 
would have been impolTible to have fub> 
fifted his army. He had long before de« 
termincd upon this conqueR, and when 
he marched into HindoR^, dire6led the 
governor of Balk to form granaries againR 

• i 
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his return. What a wonderful exer^ 
don of mind, what rcfolution and fore- 
Cght, mud this man have poiTeCTed, to 
have been able to form diftant defigns, 
vhilft he was only entering upon the 
conqueft of a mighty kingdom. To 
return from this digreffion. After he 
had made his arrangements at Balkh, 
and loaded the boats with all the ne« 
ceflary fupplies, he detached Aly Kuly 
Khan, and Thamas Khan, to guard 
the eadcrn bank of the river Gihoon, 
vhilft he marched with the army along 
the veftem fide, to proteft die boats, 
upon which alone they had now to 
depend for fupplies^ After palling the 
twelve flages through the defert, he arriv¬ 
ed at Charjoo, where he threw over the 
river a bridge of boats. The next day 
Hakeem Ataleek *, the prime minifter of 
Abulfiez Khan t. King of Bokhara, was 
introduced to Nadir Shah in public, but 
delivered his embafly in fuch a low tone, 
that not one of the byeftanders could 
bear a word ofit; But Nadir Shah 

* -i- 
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fwered with a load voice, “ Unlefs he 
comes hinitelf, the operations of thear- 
“ ray muft proceed.” He beflowed upon 
the ambaHador a doDation of a thoufand 
mohun ofHwdoftan, twenty-five pieces 
of Yezdy brocade, a rich drefs, and a 
horfe with Clver harnefs; after which he 
told him he might depart. The King of 
Turan, unwilling to mahc the fabmiffion 
in perfon, prepared for refinance. The 
Perfan army croffed the bridge, and a de¬ 
tachment under the command of Thamas 
Khan, was ordered to fcour the country 
about the city, to create alarms, The 
nobles of Turan/fen fible of the impoiri* 
bility of with^Unding the arms of the 
conqueror of Hindoftan, prevailed upon 
Abulfiez to fubmit in the manner require 
ed; and accordingly an ambalTador was 
fent to make the offer, and carried with 
him valuable prefents. After a long con¬ 
ference, it was fettled that Abulfiez Khan 
Ihould wait open Nadir Shah, and that 
holbliues Ihould immediately ceafe. The 
ambaflador received a drels and other 
prelents. . 


The 
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The Nufluckchee Bafliy was ordered to 
Ration people, to proteft the fuburbs 
from violence) ar^d to prohibit all pevfons 
from entering the city. By this precau¬ 
tion, the city of Bokhara vas not only 
preferved from plunder, but the foldiers 
paid the iradefmen the full value for every 
thing that they got; but the diflant parts 
of the country were ravaged by the Kez- 
lebafhes. Nadir Shah exafled from the 
city nothing but provifions, and abfolute 
necefTaries 5 for being mailer of all the 
wealth of Hindoftan, he looked with con¬ 
tempt upon the humble polTeffions of the 
patives of* Turan. 
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The iriterviao Nadir SnAH^and 
tha Kirjg oj Turan. 

T he day being fixed for the interviesr 
^vith Abulfies Khan King of Turan, 
Nadir Shah dire6Ied alt his officers to ap- 
pear in dieir mofi magnificent attire, in 
order to imprefs the unfortunate Prince 
V7ith aflonifhment and awe. The Princes 
Reza Ku]y Mirza, and Aly Kuly Klian* 
were on this occafioit permitted to bo 
feated, whilR the nobiHcy flood as ufua!. 

Abulfiez, attended by only a few of his 
courtiers, came on horfeback from the 
city; but he was obliged tci alight before 
he arrived at the royal quarters, and was 
condufled to the tent of Nadir Shah by 
Thamas Khan. When he entered the 
tent, Reza Kuly Mirza, and Aly Kuly 
Khan ftood up, and paid him their com¬ 
pliments; whilfl Nadir Shah only anfwer- 
ed his flotation verbally, without deign¬ 
ing to rife from his throne. The difer^ 
ent reception which he gave to Moham¬ 
med Shah, may be aferibed to his being 

awed 



KHOJEH ABDUEKURREEM. 39 


awed by the fplendour and magmficence 
of the court of Hindoftan j or to his 
not being then fo far intoxicated with 
fucccfs, as to have forgotten the forms of 
refpeft due from one monarch to another. 
It is even pofEble that his breaft was not 
yet bereft of eveiy generous fentiment, 
and that he felt the double fenfation of 
rerpe£l and of corapafTjon. After fnting 
in this manner for near two hours, the 
King of Turan was conduced to a 
tent, .pitched at fome ciillance from Nadir 
Shah's quarters. Mirza Mohammed Ibra¬ 
him Isfahan/ was appointed hts Meh- 
mander or hoft. 

The third day after the interview, Na¬ 
dir Shah concluded a double marriage. 
Hirafelfiook to wife the filler of Abulfiez 
Khan j and his nephew Aly Kuiy Khanr 
wedded the daughter of that monarch. • 

After the concluGon of thefe ceremo¬ 
nies, Abulfiez Khan, in token of his entire 
fubiniflion, fent to Nadir Shah, by Ha- 
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keem Ataleek, the diadem which he had 
himfelf worac, together with three hun¬ 
dred camels, two hundred horfes, and 
twenty Pcriian manuferipts moft beauti^ 
fully written. Nadir Shah returned the 
crown to Abulfiez Khan, with a meflage 
that he was to conGder himfelf King of 
Mahawerulnehr *. The cattle were fent 
to the Aables; aod the books were divid¬ 
ed amongft Mehdy Khaof the Munihy ul 
Memalick Mirza Zuckee || and othen. 
It Teemed as if the books had been fent 
to exemplify the follovnng verfe of the 
Koran: ” Thofe who poffels learning, 
and do not pradife what it teaches^ 
** refemble alTes loaded with books 
Thefe were the only fruits of Nadir 
Shah’s conqueft of Turan, in making 
which he had nothing in view, but to 
fhow the irreGGible force of his arms. 
He gave away upwards of three lacks of 
rupees an prefents j and his military ex- 
pencea amounted to an immenfe Turn. 

Tbeeociitfy bc^oeS tieRiree Gibee* 
or OiDi. ^ it* Thi 

S«cr«ary of Saw. [| 


Bokhara 
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Bokhara *, from heing the refidcnce of 
the moiwrch, is the fineft city in Turan.’ 
As I was the deputy of Mirza Moham¬ 
med Ibrahim, the Dewan of the houfe- 
hold, wlio was ordered to entertain the 
King of Turan, I had the beft opportu¬ 
nities of feeing every thing that is cu¬ 
rious in die country, amongft which are 
tlie tombs of the holy men celebrated 
at full length by Jami, in his poem enti¬ 
tled Refliehat +. Alfo on account of my 
ofnee, I had a fliare of every kind of 
provifions, and fruits, that were fent to 
Nadir Shah, by the governors of differ- 
ent places. The inliabitants of Turan, 
wlien compared with thofe of Turkey, 
Perfia, apd Hindollan, may be f^d to be 
poor in point of money; and the luxuries 
of life; but in lieu thereof, the Almighty 
has given them abundance of moft exqui- 
fite fruits ; with robuft forms, and heal¬ 
thy conlHtutions, the greateft of earthly 
fclefllngs. 
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In refie6ting upon the poverty of Ta., 
Tan and Arabut I was at fiHl at a lofs to 
afTign a reafon, why chofe countries had 
never been able to retain wealth* vhilil, on 
the contrary, it is daily enaeafing in Hin- 
doftan. Timour carried into Turan the 
riches of Turkey, Perfia, and Hindoftan, 
but they are all diHipated: and during the 
reigns of the four firft Khali&, Turkey, 
Ferlia, part of Arabia, Ethiopia, ^gypt, 
and Spain were their iribuuries j but ftill 
they were not rich. It U evident that this, 
dilfipation of tlie riches of a flate, mud 
have happened either from fome extraor¬ 
dinary drains, or from fome defeat iit 
the government. Hindoflan has been fre¬ 
quently plundered by foreign invaders, 
and not one ©fits Kings ever gained for 
it any acquiCuon of wealth ; neither has 
the country many mines of gold and fiU 
ver, and yet Htndodan abounds is money, 
and every other kind of wealth. The 
abundance of fpecies, is undoubtedly ow¬ 
ing to the large importation of gold and 
friver on the fhips of Europe, and other 
nations, many of whom bring ready mo¬ 
ney in exchange for the manu& 5 tures and 

natural 
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natural produftions of the country. If 
this is not the caufe of the profperous 
ftate of Hindoftan, it muft be owing td 
the peculiar blefling of God, 


G a Oihet 
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Other Ocamenus at Turan. 

T UTF ALY KH AN •. the nephew 
of Nadir Shah, was fent to Samar- 
cand t to enlift eight thoufand Uzbecks J* 
And Nadir Shah having heard that the 
torab-ftone of Timour was a great cu- 
riofjty, fomc pretending it to be a Be- 
zoar, he ordered his nephew to l^ave it 
tranfported to Melhed, along with the 
brazen gates of the MadrelTah |) or coU 
lege adjoining to the tomb. Lutf Aly en- 
liRed the Uzbecks, and alfo brought along 
with him to Mefhed, the tomb-Rone and 
gates : but in digging up the Rone, it 
was broken into four pieces. As I was 
acquainted with the perfon who had the 
management of thb buiinefs, 1 obtained 
a piece of the Rone, which I brought with 
me into Hindoflan to fhow to my friends. 
How wonderful arc the viciflitudes of hu¬ 
man affairs, which the Almighty caufes 
to happen for the inftrufliou of man¬ 
kind I There was a lime, when Ameer 

nv tUil 

Timour 
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Timour * goveraed wilh abfolute ^v^^ay, 
and in order to intimidate and humiliate 
the Emperor of Room +, fent liim the 
following threat '• “I will give up Room 
to the plunder of the Turks J; and 
“ will tranfport the foil of this kingdom 
“ to Turan/’ And accordingly after the 
conqueft of Room, forty camels were 
loaded with the earth of Conftantinople, 
which was carried to Samarcand. When 
death bereft him of his worldly endow¬ 
ments, a ikb of flone fufficient to 
cover him j and even this was broken in¬ 
to dull. 

which feeketB for in/lruSlioy^ 

. looketk it not into the palaces of kings^ 
Ta behold what they have fuffet'ed from the 
ravages of lime 9 

The Spider is become the chamberldin eti 
, the door of Kkvfro |} > 

* * * irtproprr}/ called T'amerlaAc by Karo- * 

peaoAuthw. The Turkifc liinpire. 

Th# TorcomMU.. . A Kiog of Perlla. 


The 
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The Orel keepetk TikUch in t/te Unoer of Af 

rajiab *; 

Nadir Sbah had conferred upon Thd* 
mas Khan Jelayer, ihe government of 
Cabu)» Peifhorei Ghuzneen, and Sind^ 
ScQ. provinces -which he had difmem- 
bered from the empire of Hindoitan. 
When he took his leave to depart. Nadir 
Shah commanded him to conquer Bedak- 
than before he went to Cabul; and know- 
ing him to be of a cruel difpofition, told 
him that the people of Hindoflan were 
very fenhble of injuries, and could not 
even bear ill language ; and therefore he 
advifed him inAead of feverity, to adopt 
lenient and conciliating meafures. He 
implicitly followed bis orders in conquer* 
log and defolating Bedaklhan f; but be¬ 
ing incapable of exerciling humanity, he. 
negle£led that part of his iztllnj^iionSr 
and governed in Hindoftan with the ut- 
mofl tyranny and oppreflion. Thamas 
Khan was ihorc in ftature, corpulent, and 

* A Eiog gf Torsa, ivbg<i>B^aeted Iran,* 

ui wu eiipeUtd aai bUed bf Sai Kbote. 

ill 
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ill formed, of a dark complexion, witji 
a moft detellable countenance j his ikin 
hung in plaits like the hide of a rhino¬ 
ceros 5 and his head and neck were only 
fit to be cut a funder. On the contrary, 
Nadir Sliah was tall, had a beautxlul com¬ 
plexion of red and white, wth a fine 
animated countenance. I iiave brought 
dicfe two portraits together, in order Co 
fhew, that nature had cot defigned Nadir 
Shah for a tyrant; as well as to exempli¬ 
fy an obfervation of Moullevy Room *, 
who fays, tli^t abfolute vice docs not 
exifl, but that every one is Lad only by 
comparifon. 


Nadir Shah fent Mohammed HulTein + 
to the King of Turan, defiring that out 
of friendlhip, he would command the 
Kandahar captives to be collefted toge¬ 
ther from all quarters of his kingdom, 
and fent to Iran. Although Abulfiez 
Khan, in compliance with the requefl of 
Nadir Shah, ufed all his endeavours to 


TJ>e author of ibe Mofaevy. >1^ 

t 


colleft 
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collcfl together the natives of Khorafan* 
who had been made prifonei's at difierent 
times, yet many from having formed 
cooneftions in Bokhara, refufed to Jeave 
the country j and others were deterred 
from returning to Iran, by the accounts 
which they heard of the dcfolatcd ftate 
thereof j whilft the few who from being 
dKTatisfied with their makers, went back 
to their native countiys had very foort 
reafon to repent of their folly. 

Nalhrullah Miraa wrote to Nadir Shah^ 
that during the oight» a cheil of necef-^ 
faries belonging to the Hakeem Bafhy had 
been ftolen; ^nd that he ts'as reftrained 
from inflifiing puniOiment in order to 
difeot'er the thief, by the intreaty of the 
Hakeem Bafhy. who was apprehenfive left 
any innocent perfon Oiould fuffer from 
fufpidon. Nadir Shal) laughed at tho 
Hakeem Bafliy’s fcnipuloufncfs, but or¬ 
dered NafPirtillah to comply with his hu¬ 
mour, and to make good his lofs from 
the public treafury. 


Nadir 
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Nadir Shah marches _/rm Bo¬ 
khara. He gains a viEtory over 
fAd T u RK o M A NS. Some other 
events during his Jlay in Kho- 
VARB7-M. 

N adir shah’s fpies came with 
intelligence* that a large army of 
Turkomans *, were advancing to attack 
him, Whilft he was refie£ling hereon, 
the Kerawels f brought him word, that 
lb me of his foldiers who had gone into 
the diflant villages to plunder wood and 
ftraw, had been taken prifoners by the 
Turkomans j and that from feme who had 
efcaped, had been learnt the ftrength of 
the Khovarezm army. 

Alarmed at thefe advices, he immedi«* 
ately confirmed Abulfiez Khan King of 
Mawerulnelir, upon which occafion he 
prefented him with a crown fet with 
floncs of confiderable value, together with 

* + J?!/ •HeriW. 
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a magnificent drefs, three elephants, and 
a horfe richly capaiifotted. 

Immediately after the above ceremo¬ 
nies were ot er, he marched for Cliaijoo; 
bdng greatly alarmed left the Turko¬ 
mans lliould feize the bridge, and the 
boats loaded with grain, which would 
have reduced him to great diflrefs. 

After a rooft fatiguing tnarch, he ar¬ 
rived at Chaijoo, and dtere made public 
thankfgiting to God. The next day 
the Turkomans, who had come by an¬ 
other road with intention to have dellroy«> 
ed the boats, arrived alfo at Charjoo, and 
were aflonilhed to find themfelves pre¬ 
vented in their firft deSgo: they, how¬ 
ever, immediately made preparations for 
an engagement. Nadir Shah mounted 
his horfe, and drew up Ills troops in bat¬ 
tle array. A violent conilift enfued, and 
during the a£lioD, the Turkomans having 
poffefled themfelves of the ground be¬ 
tween the river Gihoon and the Perfian 
army, the Ke;:lebafhes being greatly dtl- 
tielTed for tvater, were nearly routed. 
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As Toon as Nadir Shah heard that there 
was a icarcity of water, he fent for the 
two SucIcaSafhees and for their negli¬ 
gence ordered their cars to be cut off. 
Then galloping in the front of the line, 
he upbraided his officers for their back- 
wardnefs, and bid them prepare for an¬ 
other attack. The army, animated by his 
example, forgot their thxrftj and rufH- 
ing on with united fury, the Turko¬ 
mans were totally routed, and fled to¬ 
wards Khovarezm. The troops being 
greatly fatigued, Nadir Shah did not 
think proper to purfue the fugitives j 
but returned to Jiis camp. Three days 
after the aftion, he fent off Reza Kuly 
Mirza to Meihcd, with all the fuper- 
fluous baggage, and the wounded men. 

He now wrote to the governor of 
Mcru Shahjan t, informing him that after 
the conqueft of Khozaiezm, he Oiould 

^ A < I >• 

As officer wbof^s buitoers ie uto feo ' 
that the camp h TuppHeS whh water, which ii brought io 
ftiof. f 

H 2 
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march by the way of Meru and Kdat * 
to MdKcd t. That from the river Gi- 
hoon to the borders of Meru being a 
Tandy defert, the army could not marclr 
more than eleven farfangs a day» To that 
it would take them up four days to go 
from Cha^oo to Meru. That for the 
firft day's march they would carry fuffi- 
cient water from the Gihoon. That al¬ 
though at the fecond Rage there is a large 
lakeealled Abiirar;{» yet for fear it (hould 
not be fuffi cient for fo large an army, tlic 
governor of Meru ihould order about 
thirty Baghleyeh || wells to be funk there. 
The well called Baghleyeh, and which is 
ufed in all Tandy foils, is made after the 
following manner. According to the dia¬ 
meter of the well, they fink a frame of 
wood, Ruffed with Rraw and grafs, to 
line the infide of the well, and prevent 
the fand from falling into it. At the 
third Rage he ordered him to make eigh¬ 
ty veils of this kind. For the fbunh 
day, he was ordered to dig a large refer- 
voir, and to fupply it with water, by 


* . 
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making a canal three farfangs in length 
from the river of Meru. Tliis laft ftage 
was fifteen farfangs. 

The day after Nadir Shah had dif- 
patched thcfe orders to the governor of 
Meru» he commanded Mehdy Khan alfo 
to dircft him to make a great number of 
water bags for camels and mules, and to 
borrow as many more as he could find j 
which were to be filled with water at the 
titw refen^oir, and fcnt on five farfangs, 
that the men might be able to allay their 
third on the march. The governor of 
Meru pun6iually executed thefe feveral 
commands. 

I now return to fpeak fomething of the 
country about Charjoo, where tlie army 
halted fome days. On the weft is the Tandy 
defert now defcribedj on the Couth, at the 
diftance of twelve days journey, is Balkh; 
on the nortli, at the diftance of eight days 
journey, are the borders of Khovarezm, 
inhabited by the Uzbecks the river Gi- 



hooa 
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boon bounds it on the eaft, on whofe op- 
pofite banks is the territory of Bokhara. 
This river runs from fouth to north, and 
is narrower at Charjoo than at Balkh; on 
ilie borders of KJio\'arczm it is not half 
fo broad, and b there fordable daring the 
winter. The reafon of its being fo (hal¬ 
low, is the number of canals that are dug 
from it, and in the Dellit Kipchack *, and 
Kerch Kilpack +, it b entirely expended 
in watering the fields; and if at any time 
the water fwells beyond the banks, it is 
abibrbed by the land. Some ancient au¬ 
thors have falfely aflerted, that the excefs 
flows into the lake of Khovarezm J. The 
river Sihoon |[ (or Cydnus) which b on 
the eaft of Mawerulnehr. flows from the 
north of Khojend^ andBenagut**, com¬ 
monly called Tafbkend ft, from whence 
it runs towards Turkeftan JJ, and like the 
Gihoon b loft in the fands. At prefent, 
the Sihoon b called the river of Khojend, 
and alfo the river of Shafti One rea- 

\\ 0 >^ ++^; 
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fon for my mentioning thefc particulars, is 
to fhew that the large canals wVdch are 
dug from thefe two rivers, are carried 
different ways, and fo far from extending 
to Mazenderan, as fome authors pretend, 
do not even reach to the lake of Khova- 
rezm. The above information I obtain¬ 
ed from fome of the principal inhabitants 
of tliefe countries. Another reafon for 
my making this remark is, that the Sind *, 
the Ganges f, the Euphrates J, the Ti¬ 
gris |{, and other large rivers which I Iiave 
feen, difeharge themfelves into cite fea; 
and on the contrary, the water of the 
Gihoon and Sihoon, is entirely expended 
in cultivation. On the caft of the Gilibou 
is the territory ofMaweruInehr, compriz¬ 
ing Bokhara, Samarcand, Talhkend, Hif- 
farShadman Ki(h **, or Sher-Sebz ft, 
Ndchfheb JJ, now called Kerfhce |||j, &c. 
The water of the Gihoon, like that of the 
Euphrates, and Ganges, is very whole- 
fome. On the weft of the Gihoon is 

"" ++ nil 
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Khorafan, of which Balkh is a depen¬ 
dency. 

Ahulhaffan Beg, the officer who had 
charge of the boats, reprefer.ted to Nadir 
Shah, that if the grain was left expo fed 
to the weather it would be entirely fpoilt, 
and that he could not procure a fufiicient 
number of facks to conuin it. After 
fome deliberation, Nadir Shah a(ked the 
Khanfaman *, what quantity was remain¬ 
ing of the clothes that had been brought 
from Iran to camp for fale; who anfwer- 
ed, that there were left fifteen ilioufand 
jackets and iwlve thoufand pair of long' 
drawers. Nadir Sluih ordered them all 
to be delivered over to the fuperinl en- 
denc of the boats, to be filled \nth grain. 
This proved a moft fortunate c\’cnt, as I 
am now going to relate. After the vic¬ 
tory 0%'er the Uzbecks, thej* had formed 
a defign of burning the boats, and had 
fent fpies to bring them intelligence. 
Thefe coming in the night, and feeing 
the clothes Huffed with grain, concluded 



* 'Ir Tb« Steward of Ibe beaCehold. 
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they were men guarding the boats, and 
computed their number at about a thou- 
fandj and at the fame lime obferving fix 
thoufand cavalry encamped on the bank 
of the river, they returned with fuch a 
report, as deterred the Uzbecks from their 
intended CDicrprizej and which if Uiey 
had undertaken, they would inevitably 
have deilroyed all the boats, when the 
army muft have periihed by famine. 

After the. departure of Reza Kuly Mir- 
za, Nadir Shah made the proper difpofi- 
tions for his march £0 Khovarezm. The 
road being chiefly through wilds, and 
thickets, he ivas apprehenfive that the 
Uzbecks, from their knowledge of the 
country, might lie in ambulh, and fur-* 
prize him upon tlie roadj he therefore . 
did not think it prudent to march with¬ 
out order, as is the ufual praaice. He 
accordingly formed four divifions, one of 
which marched before, and another fol¬ 
lowed the baggage, whilfl two other fqua- 
drons flanked the whole with long lines. 
If any one fuffered his horfe to move out of 
the ranks, the Nuflbekehee Bafhy beat his 

^ head 
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head agaiod the pummel of his faddle* 
Strift orders were given to the troops, 
that if a party of Uzbecks fiiould appear, 
not to quit the order of march, but 
only annoy them with fire-arms, till either 
they were fupported by the Fouj Turreh *, 
or the Shah himTelP came up. Several 
times the Uzbecks appeared, but feeing 
the troops firm and compaQ in their ranks 
like a wail, they retired in defpair. The 
commandant of artillery, with fixthoufand 
cavalry, was appointed to march along 
the fide of the river, to protefl the boats 
loaded with grain and the guns. A de** 
tached body was ordered to gain intelli¬ 
gence of the roads, and to haflen to the 
relief of any quarter that fhould be at¬ 
tacked. 
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Nadir Shah marches to Kho- 

VAREZM. 

I N the middle of the month of Shaban, 
Nadir Shah marched from Gharjoo, in 
the order deferibed above. And farther 
to provide a gain ft any furprize from the 
enemy, he gave pofitivc orders, that no 
one fhould move before funrife; by which 
means, as the army could only proceed 
flowly in a body, they were nine hours 
marching three &rfangs, and there was 
fuch an intolerable cloud of duft, that you 
could not diftinguifh a perfon efofe to 
you, but by his voice. Many were in con- 
fequence afflifted with diforders in their 
eyes. 

After marching through the uninha¬ 
bited part of the country, the army arriv¬ 
ed at Fiteneh *, the firft village in Kho- 
varezm. The inhabitants, in order to dif- 
trefs the Perfian army, had carried all 
their grain into the fort, and burnt the 

I 2 grafs. 
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grais. The Pcrfians, in rerenge, fet fire 
to the viliage, and reduced every houfe 
to aOiesj afTeiting that there was no 
crime in retaliation. The fourth day, af¬ 
ter getting through the pafs of Fiteneh, 
the army cncaraped near the fort of Ha- 
2arafp *. The fort vfds invefled by the 
whole army, and for two days there was an 
incellanc cannonade: but on ourapproach» 
the enemy had filled the ditch with wa¬ 
ter, which being unfordable, and over* 
grown with reeds, it was impofllble to 
fiorm the place; and the artillery could 
not be brought near enough to do any exe¬ 
cution. At this junflure, Nadir Shah's 
fpies brought him intelligence, that libers 
Khan f, King of Khovareun, and Mo¬ 
hammed Aly Oufhack J, the comman¬ 
dant of hb army, together with their fa- 
nniies and valuable efie 61 s, had throws 
tliemfelves into the fort of Jieyook \\, 
where they intended to wait the fate of 
Hazaiafp; refolved, if the Perfians coa- 
quered that place, to fly to Kereh Kil- 

I 0 ^^ 
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pack, whither it would be difficult for 
cavalry to follow them even in the fpring, 
and during the winter abfolately impof- 
fible. Nadir Shah called a council of his 
mod experienced officers, who delivered 
their refpeftive fontanenM on the occa- 
fion, upon which he deliberated, and then 
formed his own refoluiion. He ordered 
a detachment of four thoufand chofen 
men, to proceed immediately to the fiege 
of Jieyooki and Abulhaflan Beg. the clerk 
of the markets, was direeled to fpread a 
report amongR the foldiers, that on ac¬ 
count of the leverity of the cold, Nadir 
Sliah had determined to fet out tlie next 
morning for Khorafan. Tlie next day 
when he broke up his camp, and began 
his march, the garrifon of Hazarafp came 
out of the fort, and rallied the rear of 
the army, telling them, that the redudiion 
of Hazarafp was not fo cafy a matter as 
the conquelt of Hindoftan. When they 
had continued thefe inful ts for fome time, 
they re-entered the fort. 

When libers Khan received intelli¬ 
gence, that the detachment of four thou- 

iand 
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fand cavalry were advancing by <|uick 
marches to the fiege of Jieyook, he faw it 
would be impoHible to efcape, and there¬ 
fore made preparation to give them bat¬ 
tle. They came to an engagement, in 
which, after great llaughter on both Tides, 
vi£lory inclined Cowards the Turkomans; 
but when the Perfians were nearly routed. 
Nadir Shah came to their relief at the 
head of feven thou fand cavaliy. libers 
Khfin and his troops, were now driven 
back into the fort. Mohammed Aly, his 
generah Itfc bis family in (he fort, and 
fled towards Kereh Kilpack, and although 
clofciy purfued made his efcape. 

the remainder of the army join¬ 
ed Nadir Shah, he ordered the comman¬ 
dant of artillery to lay fiege to the fort. 
A brifk cannonade was maintained oh 
both (ides for five days; when libers Khan 
being deferted by many of his men, and 
feeing the baftions demolilhed, thought it 
mod prudent to furrender at diferetioa. 
l^mfclf, his childrcQ, and many of his 
principal dependents, were ordered into 
cuftody. The Turkomans, in their fre¬ 
quent 
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queat depredatory incur Sons on the bor¬ 
ders of Khorafan, had made prifoners 
men, women, and children; fo that every 
family had numbers of thefe flaves, who, 
were employed in tillage, and in digging 
canals from the Gihoon to different parts 
of the country. Some of them who had 
been carried away in their infancy were 
now fixty years old, and the long change* 
of climate and the manner of living, had 
abfolutely altered their features, fo that 
you could hardly diftinguifh them from 
the natives. 

The day after the furrender of jieyook, 
libers Khan was commanded to coUeft 
together thefe captives from all parts of 
his kingdom, and in the courfe of ten or, 
twelve days, feven thoufand men and wo¬ 
men were aflembled in the Perfian camp. 
The way that I came to know their exa£t 
number was, that when Nadir Shah or¬ 
dered every one of them a donation of 
ten rupees of Hindoflan, the Nazir *, de- 
lired me to be prefent, to fee that the 

11 |» 
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money was duly diftributed. After they 
had received this donation, Nadir Shah 
commanded that they fliould be font to 
Khorafan, and maintained on the road 
at the expence of go^'emvncnt. But like 
the captives in Bokhara, many who had 
formed conne^ons in Khovarezm, and 
others who wexe alarmed at ihe accounts 
which they heard of Iran, returned on 
the road; others died on the w*ay, from 
the feverity of the cold, and the want of 
necefTariesj and the reft, when they ar¬ 
rived at Khorafan, heartily rq>cnted of 
their journey. 

Kobe Kuly *, the Jarchcc Bafhy +, was 
commanded to feize feven tlionfand men 
and women of Khovarezm, and fend them 
the neareft way througli the defert to 
Mowloodgah J, there to experience all 
the hardlhips of flavery, after liaving en¬ 
joyed the happinefs of I reedom; and from 
this time the name of Mowloodgah was 
ordered to be changed to Jciyookabad [|, 

* t Tbe chitf Herald. 

j * n 
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becaufe that the captives were chiefly 
na ives of that city. A defcription of 
Mowloodgah (hall be given in its proper 
place. 

Although the expedition had coft Na^ 
dir Shah great labour and cxpence, with- 
out tlie fmallell advantage in return, he 
was neverilielefs very proud of this con- 
queft, and gave many public entertain* 
ments on the occafion; of which libers 
Khan and bis family, had die mordhea- 
tion to be fpeftators. 

The mod flouiilhing cides in Khova- 
rezm are Urkenj Jieyook, and Haza- 
rafp. 

Notwithflanding Nadir Shah was very 
illiterate and tyrannical, yet whenever he 
gained a vlftory, he attributed his good 
fortune to the power of heaven, and 
never failed to offer up public thankf- 
giving for it. And it is to this piety, 
‘that we mufl aferibe his great fuccefi* 
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Cn the ether hand, fome of hin officers 
va’nly boa[)ed, that thefe victories were? 
foielv ihe fruits of their valour, which 
prciUmption drew on them the divine 
vengeance, and terminated in tlieir def- 
tru£lion in the manner following. 

After the cor.queft of the fort of Jie- 
yook, Nadir Shah by beat of drum, pro¬ 
hibited the foldiers from molefting the 
inhabitants. The Kezlebafhcs, regard- 
Jefs of thefe orders, and thinking to find 
this place full of money and jewels like 
Shahjehanabad, began to plunder; but 
after great fearch, could difeover nothing 
but grain, and fome furs. As foon as in¬ 
telligence hereof was brought to Nadir 
Shah, he fent a party to fcize the o5ct- 
ders, and bring them before him. All 
the officers amongft them from the com¬ 
mander of a thoufand, to a Debafhy 
he ordered to be beheaded in liis prefence, 
and the private foldiers he dirmifled with 
the lofs of their cars and nofes. The exe¬ 
cution lafled till funfet, t^lien he com- 

# A , 

A Chiaimsr.^er of Tec. 

manded 
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rnanded the headlefs trunks, with their 
arms, to be carried to the main guard, 
b/ which way every one pafTed, and there 
to He exp;^icd for two days as an exam¬ 
ple to oihcrs. I vrns prefenc the whole 
time, and faw the wonderful hand of 
God, wh.icli employs fuch inftrumenU 
for the execution of his divine vengeance. 
Although not one of the executioners 
was fatisfied with Nadir Shah, yet no bo¬ 
dy dared to dilbbe)^ his commands; a fa¬ 
ther beheaded Ins Ton, and a brother a 
brother, and yet prefumed not to compIain% 

* A few days after the above-mendoned 
public execution, libers Khan was deli¬ 
vered from tlie miferies of this perifhable 
world, by being pruTitely ftrangled. His 
^v•ives, cliiidren, and other relwions, were 
made piifoners. 

I frequently vifu^d the places in the 
neighbourhood of IClio\'arezm, but there 
are not any buildings worth noticing. 
The dim ace is very healthy, which ap¬ 
pears from d^e robuft make, and hearty 
conilitutions of the natives. 

K 2 
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Nadir Shah 'marches to Kho- 
RASAN by the road of Meri; 
Shajan* 

A fter having fettled affairs in Kho- 
varezm, Nadir Shah conferred that 
kingdom upon Mohammed Taliir Khan *, 
a defcendant of Chingez Khan +. He 
then marched back again to Chaijoo, 
amidff a violent fall of iuow. 

At Charjoo he repudiated his new wife, 
the Cfter of Abulfiez Khan, and fent her 
back to her brotliet with a confiderable 
fum of money, a quantity of jewels, and a 
female elephant. The daughter of Abul- 
fiez Khan being young and beautiful, Aiy 
Kuly Khan, her hufband, took her, widi 
him to Iran, 

The army halted fome days at Char¬ 
joo 5 and then proceeded through the de- 
fcrl, which I have already deferibed, to 

* t 


Meru 
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Meru SJiajan; and after a mod fatiguing 
march encamped near that city. Many 
of the Afghans of Youfef Zei, being un¬ 
provided witli horfes and neceflaries, died 
on the march through this defert. 

Meru appears from its ruins to have 
been a fine city; but is at prefent in the 
fame ftate as Herat. It was tlie capital 
of Sultan Sanjir *, celebrated by the poet 
Nezami f. I'his defeit is the boundary 
of Mem and Bokhara j as well as of 
Baikh and Herat. 

The weatlier was intenlely cold; but 
Nadir Shah remained only ten days at 
Meru, and then marched to his native 
country Kelat. Each of the principal 
men of tltis place brought him a Iamb 
and a pair of woollen focks, and re¬ 
ceived in return drefles and other pre- 
fents. It had hitherto been a rule, to 
enter in the accounts the prefents that 
were received of every denominauon, but 

* f 


he 
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he now indisfcily ordered il«s cuilom to 
be difcontiiiued. 

One daj*, Mirza Mohammed Ibrahim, 
Dewa;^ of the houfehold, reprefeiited to 
Nadir ShrJi, that according to his orders, 
niany articles were purchafed in the mar¬ 
kets, but that every thing was twice as 
dear as it ought lo be. He Trailed and 
faid, “lam glad to give my country^ 
“ men a good price j pay them whatever 

they require.” 

The town of Kelat * is furrounded by 
high mountains, fo perpendicular as to 
be abfolutcly inacceflible. On the fide of 
Meru is a large gate, where the guards 
examine every peribn who goes in or out. 
This leads to a pals fo narrow as to ad¬ 
mit only one horfeman at a time, and 
over which the mountains meet at the 
top, in a moft aftonifiiing manner, form¬ 
ing a natural arch. The canal, upon 
which all the cultivation in Kclat de¬ 
pends, enters llie town on the fide of 
Melhed, and goes out through the pafs of 


Meru. 
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Meru- Ae firfl the courfe of this Qrearu 
ran over a bed of limeftone which m.ide 
it very unv/holeforue, but at the com¬ 
mand of Nadii Shah, tbe governor Ma- 
hommed Ameen Beg altered fome part 
of the channel, and by avoiding the lime- 
quarry, the v'atcr is now exceedingly 
good. For this piece of fervice, he was 
highly rewarded. The ocher Kelat f, 
which is written diflerenily horn this t « 
dependent upon Kandahar. !n this ftrong 
fbrtrefs, Nadir Sliali depofiled all his 
jewels and treafure which he did not im¬ 
mediately want; and then fet out For 
Me(l;ed, by the road of Mowloodgah. 
This place which gave birth to Nadir 
Shah j|, and which was originally a vil¬ 
lage, is fituated between Kelat and A- 
bxurd On the fpot where he was bom 
a mofque is erefled, on the dome of 
which are placed three golden vafes one 
upon another, and at tlie top of all is 

* — 

T)j« KeUr of beiog writieo wsib 

and the other wjch 

II Mowloodg^, fig-ife; ilw ^ 

fixed 
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fixed a fcimitar of the fame racial, imply¬ 
ing that the (word iffued from hence. 
Afcer thofe ornaments were completed# 
the architeft was confidering whetlier to 
infcribe upon the building the day of his 
birth or the prefent date, when Nadir 
Shah fmiling, faid, “ At die time of my 

birth, there was not fo much gold in 
** Kclat and Abiurd together; what then 
“ mu ft have been the ftate of my family 2 
“ therefore don't helitate about the mat- 
“ ler, but make ufe of the prefent date.” 
Here he alfo built a city upon the fame 
plan as Shahjebanabad, but about a 
fourtli part of its fize, and a canal runs 
through die market place. At firft it 
was called Mowloodgah, but for want of 
inhabitants it never rofe to any figure > 
and when the captives were brought from 
Khovarezm to people it, the name was 
changed to Jieyookabad. 

Abiurd is a populous town. It is alfo 
called Bawerd *; the Alh Bawerdy t is a 
well-known dilh« 

aWindoffoop*ickendwi«hao«f. 

After 
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After hailing nine days at Mowlood- 
gah. Nadir Shah marched amid (I a fall of 
Aiovr to Me hied Mokeddes *, where he 
arrived on the 19th of Zulkeddah, A, H* 
a J53 (or January the. 24th, A. D. 1741.) 

I fliall now give a fummary account of 
ihc moft remarkable occurrences at Mc- 
{hed. 

Nadir Shall being diPpleafcd vdth his 
elded fon Re;ta Kuiy Mirza, but for 
what caufe I wai not able to learn with 
certainty, ordered ali his effects to be 
conlifcaicd, and fent him p^oner to the 
city of Tehran+. 

Sefder Mohammed Khan J, the ambaf- 
fador from the court of Hiridoftan, waited 
upon Nadir Shall at Meflicd, with Tome 
valuable prefents from Moliammed Shah, 
from Kuminereddeen Khan |{, the Grand 
Viwer, and many others of tlie Om- 

* Mefhed holy. d 

L rahs 
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rahs * of Hindoflan. He received a dreisp 
and a donation in money. 

Nadir Shah now commanded that the 
totnbftone of 7 iinour, and the brazen 
gates {hould be fent back again to Samar- 
cand, and reflored to their proper piaces. 
The tranfportation backwards and fo> 
wards, occaiioned a very confidcrable ex- 
pence. 

Me Died is not wiihont its curiofities. 
The walls are formed of triangular baf- 
tions, which is certainly a good method 
of fortification, for v hen a ballion is at¬ 
tacked, the men P.ationed in ihofe on 
each fide, can affiA in its defence. The 
fi;rine of Imam Moufa Reza +, is in the 
centre of the city. The raaufoleum is very 
lofty, has a large dome, and is finely or¬ 
namented. The mofque, and the offices 
belonging to it, are fpacious and well 
contrived. The great market was for- 


* Omrflih the p!aral oT itcnc<f a Ptinct, or 
fto1>1rff<an of ibe fird rank. 

^ a lh« eigMboliiie twel«« Imams, 

merly 
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merly in front of thcfe buildings, but is 
tiow within the enclofure, and iias two 
large gates 5 a canal runs through the 
wliole. The market on the wcR fide of 
the cify, and where the royal palace is 
f tuated, is called the upper flreet, and 
the road through the eafrem market, is 
called the lower frreeL The fhrine is 
fur rounded by three fkreens of lattice 
work; the outer one is of high tempered 
fleel, and is faid to have cofl more 
than if it had been made of pure Giver; 
the fccond ikreen is of pure gold j and 
the third, which immediately incompalfes 
the (hrine, is of fandal-wood. ^ The ftcw 
ry which is commonly told in many 
countries, that the dome of the maufo-* 
leum 16 conftrufted of ingots of gold, is 
wthorn foundation, it being only covered 
with gilt copper, like that of Zuffer 
Khan’s at Shahjehanabad. Nadir Shah 
has repaired many of the old buildings, 
and built fome new ones. His own mau* 
foleum is in the up|ier ftreet. ’Whdi if 
was nearly finiftied, a facetious fellow wrote 
the following lines upon one of the walls. 

L s 
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7^rc is not dfong without yoi& nrm^-: 

The world isfidl of you ^ whilf yovn pro¬ 
per place is mply. 

At firfl fome laughed at the joke, Init 
aftenv^ards perceiving the force of the 
fatiro, they M^ere afraid that ifitibould 
come todje cars of Nadir Shall, he might 
order many to be pul to death in revenge 
of tlie affront} and therefore the lines were 
carefully rubbed out. 

The city of Thous *, is now in ruin*, 
and its decay, has. evidently been occa-^ 
fiooed by the foundation of MeQied, 
which is only four farfangs diftani. 

The canal which hins through Me¬ 
shed, is very clear till it reaches the city,* 
vAen it becomes muddy j which circuro- 
|)Unce has occaHooed many ilrokes of wit 
i^gainft its inhabitants. 

y . 

✓ 

The empire of Iran t, has on the caft 
fluid J, Cabal |, Mawerulnehr §, and 

Khova- 
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Kliovarezm *; on the veil, He the territo¬ 
ries of Room +, and Sliam Jj it is bound¬ 
ed on the nonh by Ruilia ||, CarcaiTia 
and Delht Kipdiak and on the fbuth 
by the defart of Kejd if4 

^ + f)j J II 
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Provincial Divi/ion of Iran, 


Provinces, 


^j^UJ^Khorafani* 


Chi^ Cities. 
Herat, 

Meflied. 

Shay- 

jan. 

Meru u! roud, 
Sebzwar. 
Nicihapoor. 

• jl)Aflerabad. 
Kojoon. 
Abiurd. 

Toon. 

Beifh. 

Jam. 

Lunger. 


Isfahan, 

Kerman, 

Kafhan. 

y Irak A- y Korn. 

' gem. ^ Ramadan, 

erman** 

ihahan. 

.^yS} Cazvin. 

Provinces. 
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Provinces. Chief Cities. 

Tehran. 

Ramcen. 

>y. Yezd. 


Fars. 


Shiraz. 

,1^, Jehram. 

Bunder A- 

^ *baffy. 


Azerbi- 

jan. 


< 


y:-^Tebri2. 

Gunjeh. 

Carabaugh. 

Jy^^Nekhjewan. 

Irivan. 

L, Ujyl Ardcbil. 


fj I Shirvan. Shamakhi. 

4^1,;;iMaz.nde.r^yj2;g._ 

ran. Balferowlh. 

^[l/Gihn, airo f . R 

written/vlW . * 

Jeelan. ^ 


An 
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An Account of Nadir Shah’s ex^ 
pedition againjl Mazenderan* 

T he army halted forty-two days at 
Mcflied, and then during a heavy 
fiiow fet out for Afierabad, by tlie road 
of Kojoon, another city of Khora&n. 
Some rain falling afterwards, the roads 
were fo deep, that tlie loaded camels 
were left behind (licking in the mud. In 
the pafs ofKeramlee*, near a tenth part 
of ilie men with their baggage perifhed in 
the river. The rain having continued 
with great violence, a river, which nihs 
between two mountains, was now fo fwell- 
ed, that it hardly polTible to pafs it; 
and it is fo ferpentine, like that in the 
BungiQiaut, that in the courfe of the 
march, we were obliged to crofs it twen¬ 
ty-three times. The rain fell in torrents, 
provifions were fcarce, and the faugues 
of the march fo infupportable, that every 
one would have preferred death to the 
continuation of fuch an exiftcnce. The 

V’/" 
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fifteenth day, Nadir Shah crofTed the river 
on an elephant, leaving the army to en¬ 
counter the deadly river, thenoifeof whofe 
waves was as tremendous as the tnimpee of 
Ifrafii*. However, compafTionating thele 
fituation, he granted permifTion to thofe' 
who chofe it, to remain till the water ftiould 
fubfide^ but being diftitute of all kindi of 
fupplies, they gave themfelvcs up for loft, 
an d plunged their hories into the rive r. * At 
every crofling, great numbers ofmeflaodi 
cattle pcriflied j and a confiderable part 
of the Shah's baggage was loft. Afte^ 
the officers and troops had crofted with 
great lois, it came to the turn of the 
camp followers. But the Almighty had 
njercy upon tliem, for the river fell fd 
lliddenly in the night, that before- the 
next noon dicy had all crofted the river. 
After pairing this river we arrived at Af^ 
tcrabad. It is a very populous city, but 
has not any remarkable buildings. 

After halting fix days at Afterabad, the ' 

* The Ang«I*hc^uM Ibund tietrom- 

pet et the 4a/ of Ju4|;oi<Dt. 
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army began their march for Tehran, by 
the route of Mazenderan. I vas told, 
that the road to Marenderan was fo over¬ 
grown with trees and thickets, and the 
mire fo deep, that ic was hardly payable, 
till Shah Abbafs bdng very fond of tra¬ 
velling thither,, ordered the wood to be 
cleared away, and for the diftajice of 
twelve days journey, had the road paved 
’ wijh.flone 5: and.that he might not be in- 
incumbered with tents, buildings were 
erefted at every ftage. Tliefe precautions 
were abfolutely neceflary, becaufe as in 
Bengal, here ' are periodical; rains. In 
the fame manner that jehangecr ufed 
to go to Cafomeer with a fmall retinue, 
Shah Abbafs was wont to travel to Ma- 
zenderan. Afiircff, which is tlie fineJl ci¬ 
ty of Mazenderan, is at the diflance of 
fix’ farfangs from the Cafpian Sea **, and 
yet at night you can there diftinftly hear 
the murmur of the waves. The people 
of Alhreff call this fea, the fea of Kul- 
zumt, whereas the proper fea ofKuIzum 
is in the Turfcifii empire. Mount Sinai J 

* ^ fj* Tii«ri ' 

^ 18 
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is on its (ho re, and xt unites with the main 
ocean. The fea of Mazendcran is called 
in ancient books the fea of Abgoon *, 
and the fea of Kberz j but it has no con- 
neftion with the ocean, being furround- 
cd with land} namely, by Mazendcran, 
Hefhterkhan f, Herman J, Dilem ||, Shir- 
vaa, and the territory of Kherz from 
whence, by this fea, (hips bring furs to 
Iran. In length it is 275 farfangs, and 
in breadth 225 farfangs. The Dellit Kip- 
chack is alfo laid to border upon it. It 
is more turbulent than the Teas of Hind, 
Turkey, or Perfia, becaufe ic is (hallow- 
er, and has no communication with the 
ocean. Of a truth this obfervation holds 
good in regard to men, for thofe of the 
deepeft underllanding, are the leaft lo¬ 
quacious. The chief food of the inhabi¬ 
tants of Mazenderan is rice and eggs. 
The wheat of this country is intoxicating, 
cfpecially to thofe who have never tafted 
the bread of Mazenderan, the Bang ** 

§ ^ y? ** An iatoxlcadng plant, 

M 3 
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of Hindoftan, or Uie Affium * of Gaze- 
roon f. The inhabitants fay, that it is 
only a parti ciilar fpecies, that grows a* 
mongft the reft, which has this property, 
and that npon its being feparated, the 
remamder has no fuch effe£l. Some pre¬ 
tend that it is occafioned by the wind 
called Semoom J. blowing over the fields | 
hut this is only an idle ftoryj for in Ara¬ 
bia the Semoora ripens the dates, but 
does not make them inebriating. The 
people of Iran tell many laughable ftories 
of the ftupidity of the natives of Mazen- 
deran, and Laiiftan ||» but thefe are mere¬ 
ly ftrokes of wic, for certainly they are 
not by any means deficient in under- 
ftanding. It is remarkable tliat in Hin¬ 
doftan, Caftimeer is filled JeivMtntzter 
and that in Iran, Mazenderan is called 
Jtnnttnipim**, both ftgnrfying the 
hiance Paradife^ and tliat tiie natives ol 
both kingdoms, abufe the poor inhabi- 


* VuSg«l; Called Opjujj^ + 

it * rul(f7 ftiad, which defiro/s traveller-. 


tants 
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tant 5 of their refpeflive Paradife; but ic 
IS no wonder, for the friends of God are 
^ways dcfpifed in this world, and are 
dierefore the dearer to him. 

After halting, twelve days at AfhrelF, 
Nadir Shah marched with the army to 
Tehran, tlirough tlie jungle, over the 
caufeway of Shah Abbals. It was his 
<puIloin on a marcli, to be accompanied 
only by his Harani and the female 
minftrels, who fang the wliole wayj the 
army marching 011 all lides at the diftance 
of about a mile; bur, as in this narrow 
road th.e troops could not zaardi on eb* 
tiler fide, two men took the oppoito- 
nity oi concealing tZiemfelves in a thicket* 
where they lay in wait for him ; and as 
foon as they heard the noife of hb horfes 
fret, nilhed out like lions on their prey. 
One of them difeh^ged a large arejuebufs, 
tile ball of which wounded Nadir Shah 
ifi the left liand, when he immediately 
flung himfelf from his horfe, that they 
might fuppofe him to he dead, and not 

Of S^xagUo. 
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commit any further violence j and hereirt 
he fucceeded, for the aflafTins ran away, 
b€He^'ing they had difpatched him. The 
women of the Ha ram fereamed out, which 
alarming the minftreh who were coming 
after at Tome difknee, they redoubled the 
cry, and the eunuchs fpread the alarm to 
the fervants behind, when they immedi¬ 
ately joined the Shah, and endeavoured to 
feize the alTaflins, but could difeover no 
traces of them, excepting a bullet that they 
had let fall upon the ground. From this 
day, Nadir Shah difeontinued travelling 
in courk *. The Omrahs were all in con- 
flemation, leH fufpicion fhould & 1 I upon 
any of them; and three days after they 
feized two Afghans, whom they accufed 
of the crime. Nadir Shah, after an exa¬ 
mination, was convinced of their inno¬ 
cence, and upon difmifling them ordered 
each a donation of lo Tomans, or 200 
Rupees. He reproved their accufers, and 
told them not to moleft innocent men, 

* figatfiei frtiiiiiUa, aad 11 panieolftrljr applied 
to ttiii nanner of travailing, when tvtry om ii prohibit* 
«d fron approftchiog tho Soragtio* 


for 



KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. S7 


for that he knew very well who were his 
enemies. Some time after, it was dxfco- 
vered, that tliis attempt upon his life, 
had been made at the inftigation of his 
cl deft fon Reza Kuly Khan Mirza, and 
Abdullah Beg *, the fon of Mohammed 
Huffein Khan Cutchkar f, the fteward of 
the houfehold. After a long inveftiga- 
tion, both of them had their eyes plucked 
out, and were then committed to prifon. 
Many people believed this to have been, 
the judgment of God upon Reza Kuly, 
for the following piece of cruelty. Dur¬ 
ing the tumult at Dehly, it was rumoured 
that Mohammed Shah had trcacheroufly 
flain Nadir Shah, upon which many of 
his people fled in the night, and Tpread 
the report, till at length it reached Iran, 
Reza Kuly, the regent, was fo app rehen- 
five that the people, in revenge for hb 
feverides, would expell him, and again 
acknowledge Shah Thamas J, that he 
fent people to murder that innocent mo¬ 
narch, and his fon Abbaft Mirza |j, who 

t II 

were 
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veie imprifoned at Sebzwar. This bar-* 
baricy having been committed without 
the order of Nadir Shah, many believed 
that he now fuffered in retaliation of his 
crime, 

Onthc 24th of Rtibby ul Awwel, A. H< 
1154 (or May 28th, A. D. 1741), Nadir 
Shah arrived at Cazvin. Every houfe in 
tMs city has an aquedu^ in tlie ground 
floor, Tome of which are three, and others 
eleven yards in depth. Shah Abbafs, 
by means of a fubterraneous aqiiedufi, 
brought water to this place, and it vms 
through the principal market in a final I 
canai. The people of Iran are wonder-* 
fully fond of aquedufb. 


A Dijputatkn 
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A Difpvidtion concerning a verfe of 
the Koran, on xohich •occafion 
Nadir Shah gives orders for 
the Pentateuch a'lid Gospel 
to be tranjlated into the Perjian 
Language. 

W HILE Nadir Shah was engaged in 
the expedition againft Turan, 
there happened a converfation concern* 
itig the diverfity of religious fe£ls, in 
which the following verfe of ihe Koran 
was introduced. “ Mc^ammed is the 
“ Apoftle of God; and thofe who ar^ 
with him ^re fierce agdnft the unbelie- 
“ vers, hut compaffionate towards one an-* 
“ other. Thou mayeft fee them bowing 
down, proftrate, fecking a recompenfe 
from God, and his good will. Their 
“ figns arc in their faces, being marks 
“ of frequent proflration* This is their 
deTcnpLion in the Pentateuch *, and in 
“ theGofpelf.” Nadir Shah required the 

* Tawriif, Enjttl* 

N expofi* 
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cxpofition thereof from the head Mot il¬ 
ia who anfwerad, chat the fe^i of the 
Schiias +, apply it folely to Aly; whillf 
the Sunnies J maintain that it is meant 
to defcribe all the four firft Khalifs, there 
being a diflinfl charafter for each. Nadir 
Shah then afked, whether the Pcniateucli 
and Gofpel were now in ^iilence? and 
being anfwered in the affirmative, he was 
refolved to decide the que^on by the 
heavenly books |j j and accordingly or¬ 
dered .Miraa Mehdy Isfah^y ^ to repair 
to the Jews and Chriftians^ and obtain by 
their means Perfian tranflations of both 
thofe books. Mirza Mehdy imracdiately 
undertook a fea voyage; and from the 
dread of Kadir Shah's dirpleafure, labour¬ 
ed day and night to accomplifli his er- 


* U» a Moults U a petibn learned i& the Moliaraipeda^ 
law. d* The icA af A\j. J 


(/ 

Thofe who ackaowlcdge u lawfol the faccelEoa of Abo- 
|>elter, Omar> Othouo. aad Ai/. 

^ Kuih So the Mohaaigiedaaa 

call the fcrlpum, aad reckon the Koraa oae ot ibea. 
Th»Y (»y we have altered and oen’apce4 thole tn oor 
polTdEoA. 
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rand.,' Whilft Nadir Shah was at Cazvin, 
J Xvas prefent whea- Mirza Mdidy arriv* 
fedj'attended by feven men learned in 
bdA books? and prefented to hirhiil Per- 
fxan verfidn of each. His mindbdog then 
totally engaged with the preparations for 
the war in Daghiftan *, he deferred. the 
difpuiation till his return from that, expe¬ 
dition. .He then'.called an aflembly. of 
the Moullas of both fe6is, at which the 
learned in the Pentateuch and Gofpel 
Were ordered to be prefent, to give teRi- 
inOny to the truth, - After a lonf difpu- 
tation, the Schiias were vanquifhed, and 
the doftrine of the Sunnies • was .pro¬ 
nounced tb'be»orthodox. -. AdecMraflort 
to that eie€l was drawn iJp, and aH who- 
Were prefent affixed their feals to it,,:and 
copies thereof were fent. to all quarters. 
In HindoRan it was circulated byZakana 
Khan, theSoobahdar ofLahoor, who was 
in the favour of both monarchs. This 
decifion, was evidently aftroke of policy, 
and not matter of conviction; being prm« 
cipally dellgned to gain the good ‘will of 

* 

N 2 the 
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theSunoica of the Twkilh empire, who 
are fo senatious of then: relipous tenets, 
that their ecclefiaftics are able to.£x^eI 
any firince who offends againft the “divine 
law, and to raife another to the Chtone 
who will be obedient thereto. However 
they were not deceived by this ’artifice, 
and fo far from becoming his fneads, 
were unaciBious in declaring war againff 
him; 

Nadk Shah, dui^g hi^ expeditic^ in 
Hindoftan, laboured under c d^c^£caj 

conapl^t, and. having he^d,g^at,^n<^ 
Ruums beftowed upw fel^ ikiU, jqf Ha¬ 
keem Ailavee Kbarx *, he pievailed; upen 
him to leave Dehly, under aa, .eagage- 
ment, that after effefling the c^re,, bp 
ftuwdd hjave permifBon to make the, pil¬ 
grimage of Mecca, ' : . 

. Nadir Shah always careffed hini be¬ 
yond any other of his cwjrt, .infctmuqli 
that k>nretude3 the Pmoces;, hi$. foos, would 
be landing without fide of the teat ^ 


faow, 
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fnow, whilfl he aJone was in company 
with'their father.? InorHer that he might 
travel with rhe greater ea(e» Nadir Shah 
feut hini’hi$»bw!i Tiikhtrewan 
ways p2rto<^of whatever the Shall ake dJ 
drank, and in every other rerpefl all pof- 
fible attention was fhewn him. With the 
affiftancc of God, lie performed a* radical 
cure, without having laid Nadir. Shah 
under any leflrainc of regimen 5 and he 
noW' afked permiflion to take his kave, 
according to pro mile. Nadir Shah fae« 
iz>gA«ry unY^lIing to. part with him, en¬ 
deavoured to detain him by profeiEon* 
of friendfiiip, and new afts of kindnefs; 
but the Hakeem Bolhy bciog of an »n- 
cable ^^o&ioii, couM not bear the, de¬ 
lay, and: at Uik broke 
ing exclamation. “ To retain a pli^fU 
“ cian contrary to his inclination, can 
“ tend to no good? and may be produc- 
“ tive of evU."* Nadir Shah convinced that 
it would be Impodiblc to prevail upon him 
to ftay any longer, at la 11 confenicd to his 
departure. 

* !Ue’*lly a a al lKt«r, 

The 
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The finfijl author ofthefe pages, who 
froro his great deiire to make the :pil- 
grimage of Mecca,* and to vifit the holy 
Ihrines, had entered into the fervice of 
Nadir ;Sbah, obtained permifTion to ac* 
company the Hakeem Ba(hy to Hijai. 
Nadir Shah was then on his march from 
Cazvin, on an expedition againft the tribe 
of Lezekee* ofDaghiftan, who fome time 
before in an engagement had killed his 
brother Ibrahim Khan f. Being a brave 
and gallant nation, they fortified thdr 
paffes, and made other preparations to 
repel the attack. * 

By the «^vine fevour I now took my 
leave of Nadir Shah, and carrying all 
my property along with me, fct out for 

yUca. 

a'.: • 
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The Aliihofs Journey from Cazvih 
to Baghdad. 

O N the i6th of die month of Rcbby 
ul Sany, A. H. 1154* or A. D. 1741, 
I fat out from Caavin along with AUavee 
Khan the Hakeem Balhy; and as Nadir 
Shah had iflued orders . to the governors 
of die provinces through which he paf- 
fed, to pay him particular attention, we 
were well accommodated at every flage 
of our journey. 


From Cazvin * to Hamadan +, is fe- 
vea days journey. At the diflancc of a 
farfang from Hamadan, is the mountain 
of Alwend J, which for beauty may vie 
with the mountains of Cafluneer j and the 
pafs through it is faid to meafure twelve 
iarfangs. In the city of Hamadan is the 
tomb of Sheikh Abu Ali Sma ||, ail in 
ruins. In the fuburbs is the maufoleum 


* erS/ t 


fl 
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called Goombed Alweean *, where arc 
interred many of the relations of Meer 
Syed Aly Ilamadany +. Under the pave¬ 
ment of the maufoleum are fpacious 
vaults containing the tombs. Tlie de- 
feent to tliofe caiacorabs is fo contrived 
as to be entirely hidden when the pave-^ 
ment is laid down. During the reigns of 
the Khali fs of llie houle of 0 mm iah, 
the family of Aly were obliged to con¬ 
ceal their dead, as their furious perfecu- 
tors would not fnfitr even the bones oi* 
a Syed, to reft in peace. How wonderful 
is the power of God! the Chriftians regard 
as a holy relick the hoof of the Mefliah^s 
afs 5 whiift the Mohammedans perlccute 
in this manner, the pofterity of tljcir pro¬ 
phet. Here is alfo ihewn a large build¬ 
ing, faid to be the tomb of Judah, the Ton 
of Jacob J. 

From Harnadan we proceeded to 
Tous [{ and Sirkan 

t li 

On 
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On the 22cl we alighted at a caravan^ 
ferai, at the foot of the mountain of Bey- 
fitoon *. It is aftoniihing to fee the 
apartments, with arched doors, and win¬ 
dows, and the refervoirs that are exca¬ 
vated in this mountain j alfo the ftatues 
of Khufro and Shireenf are of workman- 
fit ip greatly excelling the fculptures that 
I have fceii in the gardens of Dara She- 
kouh at L alio or, and are faid to furpafs 
any tiling of the kind that is to be found 
in Conftantinople. 

The 25th we arrived at Kermanfha- 
lian J, the inhabitants of which are chiefly 
of the Goordzengteh ||. At the dillance 
of half a farfang from the city, is the fa¬ 
mous mountain of Tak Buft^n Out 
of the mountain is cut an arch large 
enough to admit two elephants abreafl, 
in the middle of which is the (lame of 
Kliufro on hcrfcback larger than life; 
and on the roof of tlie arch, as well as 
on other parts of the mountain, are car- 

11 ^ 
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ved in relievo, the figures of birds and 
beafis. From Talc Buftan to Madain 
which was the capital of Noufhirvan f* 
and Khufro J, are feven flages. When 
we had fatisficd our cuxiofity at Kerman- 
Jhahan, ve purfued our journey 5 and af¬ 
ter refiing at Chefmeh Aly ]|, and Chef- 
meh Kember on the fourth day. reach¬ 
ed the village of Gilanick the extre¬ 
mity of Iran it. This village is fituated 
at the foot of a very large mountain, 
called Allah Akber Tire road from 
Haraadan to Gilanick is very mountain¬ 
ous, and in the winter b covered with 
fnow j but from hence to Baghdad {|||. the 
country is a perfeft flat, and the climate 
fo hot, that there are never any falls of 
fnow. At Gilanick, Nadir Shah has 
built a ftrong fort, which is well garri- 
foned. From Gilanick you pafs over 
a defert, through the middle of which 
runs a river, which is now confidered as 


++■ O'/} 111 
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the boundary between the empires of 
Turkey and PeiTia; but till the time of 
Nadir Shah tlic mountain of Allah Akber 
was reckoned the limit. During the de¬ 
cline of the SefFevian race, the Turks had 
encroached as far as Kermanfhahan. The 
firll ftage is over this defcxt; our fccond 
ftage was Behtoze the third Belad-» 
roud f j and on the fourth day v/e arrived 
at Baghdad. Ahmed Paflia J. the gover¬ 
nor of Baghdad, fcnt out aperfon of rank 
to conduct us to the city, and during 
our flay we were treated with very great 
refpedl and attention. 

The new city of Baghdad is very po¬ 
pulous, and fo extenfive as to contain a 
great deal of arable land. It is fituated 
on the eafl fide of the river Tigris |j, and 
the old city is on the oppofite bank. 
The latter is in a ruinous fiaie, and with¬ 
out any fortifications j but new Baghdad 
is enclofed with a high wall, and baftions, 

* t 
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covered with eartli, fo that cannon can¬ 
not make any impreffion upon the works, 
the balls finking into the earth 5 and the 
whole is furrounded with a deep ditch. 
Nadir Shah befieged it eleven months, 
without being able to take it. The Keb- 
I ah * at Baghdad is rather more to the 
fouth than in HindoAan. 

The palace of Noufliirvan, of ^N^hich 
feme of the walls are ftill {landing, is at 
the diftance of fix farfangs from Baghdad, 
and 555 paces from the river Tigris. 

¥r I ** 

Tbat to peop?e d I reft the\r fict rn 
pajer : to« 2 rd$ tbe Caaba or temple of Mecca, to which 
place the Mohammedaaa, io whatever quarter of the 
world they are, turo tbemfelvca whea at prayer. 
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The Holy Shrines at Baghdad. 


O N tl\e wed fide of the Tigris, at die 
didance of half a farfang from the 
old city, are tlie tombs of Imam Mufa 
Kazem * and Imam Mohammed Tuc** 
kee +, whom they call the Kazimaln J 
or the two Ka?:cms i and the village has 
alfo obtained the fame name. Thefe are 
the two larged tombs in tliat quarter. 
Between them and old Baghdad are near 
a thoufand tombs j amongft which the 
mod remarkable is that of Sheikh Maa- 
roof Kherkee [|, which as well as tliofe 
of the two Imams, lias a large mofque, 
but die edablifhmcnt here is much infe¬ 
rior to that for the Kazimain. On the 
oppolite fide of the river, at half a far- 
faug from the neiv city, is die flirine of 
Abu Hanifah Cufee with a mofque 
which is well attended; but tliofe of 



Juaeyd 
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Juceyd Baghdadee *, Sirree Suckuttee 
Sheikh Munfoor Aumaree J, and Sheikh 
l>aoud Tahiree jj, are but ill ferved. 
Here are alfo the tombs of Behlole the 
wife § •, and of Manfoor Hullaj **. I 
afleed die people how there came to be a 
tomb for Hullaj, who was burnt and his 
afhes thrown into die Tigiis. They faid 
they had heard the lame lioryj and could 
not give any information about his tomb* 
There is alfo a mofque, which was for¬ 
merly a place of worfiiip, belonging to a 
Jew, who was converted to the taiih, up¬ 
on Aly lifting up a ftone and difeovering 
to him a well i the particulars of which 
flory are to bo found in many hiRories. 

Within the ne^v city arc many tombs 
of faints, with incfques and colleges be¬ 
longing to them. 1 iiat of Syed AbduU 
kadci* Gilancc •H’, whicii is very richly en- 

* 

I 
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dowed* is a very magnificent building; 
and on the fouth fide of the gate of the 
MadrefTah *, or college, Hes his fon Ab*- 
dulrezak t. Alfo the tomb of Sheikh 
Shahabeddeen Shoorvirdee amongft 
whofe difciples was the famous Sheihk 
Sady {|, is a noble building, and richly 
endowed. 
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The Author kc^cs Baghdad, and 
proceeds to Kerbela 

A fter ha%'ing vifitccl all rhe prin¬ 
cipal Hirines in Baghdad and its 
neighbourhood, we ict out for Kerbela. 
Our firfb ftage was to the caravanferai of 
Shoor, fo called from the water of its 
wells being brackifh. Frefh water is 
brought here for fale, The fecond ttage 
is the town of MulFeeb +, on the banks 
of the Euphrates J • and on the fame ri¬ 
ver, ac the diflance of a farfang, are the 
tombs of the two fons of Moflem Ben 
Akcer ||, w 3 io were in n tty red by Haritli 
1 licy are both bit tied under one dome, 
lituated in the midil of a jungle. The 
third day, we arrived at Kerbela, Gfccen 
farfangs Irom Baglidad. 

Kerbela is a very populous city, part¬ 
ly owing to the late eppreffive govern- 

* It / + 
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mtnt of Perfia, which occafioned great 
dcfertions from thence to this place ; as 
well as its convenient fituation for trade, 
fince the forming of the canal from the 
Eupli rates. Haffan Path a governor of 
Baghdad, began this noble work, and ex¬ 
pended upon it 10,000 Tomans, prnear 
two lacks of rupees, but died before it 
was finifhed. It was completed by Mir- 
za. AfhrefF f, one of die nobles of Shah 
Thamas J, king of Perfia. The environs 
of the city are finely diverfified with 
groves of palm-trees and delightful gar¬ 
dens. The tomb of HufTein, fon of Aly ||, 
is witiiin the city, together with that of 
ids fon Abdullah and the vault where¬ 
in are buried the other martyrs who fell 
with tliem. At the diftance of twenty 
paces from the fouth window of the 
tomb of HufTein, is a level fpot where he 
was killed; and on the place where he 
fell, is an excavation about the fize 
of a grave, wliich is filled up with earth 
brought from the place where liis tents 

II 
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were pitched; this is covered with bo arris, 
and whoever comes lo vilit the fluinc pays 
fomcthing to one of the Kadems for 
permilhon to carry away fome of the earth, 
which is univerfaily known by the name 
of Khak Kcrbela + (Kerbela earth) and 
has wonderful: ropertics afcritecl to it j and 
amongli others, it is laid to havetlie power 
of quelling a ftorm atiea, upon Ringing it 
againft the wind. In the city arc alio the 
tomb and mofqucof Abbafs Aly J, another 
forv of Aly, but. not by Fatcmah ||; and 
the people here believe, that whoever 
fwears falfely at thi§ tomb, is immediately 
afflifled with fome dire misfortune. At the 
diftance of a farfang from the city is the 
tomb of Hour ^ the martyr. Clofe to him ^ 
lies tiie body of his mother* who having 
endeavoured to dilTuadehim from joining 
Hufleiii, it is the cuftora for every one 
who viiitshis tomb, to throw aftonc at that 
of his mother, by which means the tomb has 
been entirely deftroyed, and nothing re- 
mains but the pile of flones, which is daily 

* pu + t 
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iricreafing^ From Kerbela to Nejcff Afh- 
reff * til rough the dcfert, where there is 
no water, -is twelve farfangs : and by the 
city of Huhlch f, tlie route which we pur-« 
fued is fixteen farfangs, viz. 

From Kerbela to Huhlch, 7 

to Zuikefel 5 

to Nejeff, 4 

Huhlch is a populous city on the banks 

of the Euphrates. On the fame river, at 
the diftancc of half a farfang from Huhleh, 
are the tombs of Job ]| and his faithful 
wife, who attended him during all his mii- 
fortunes. Near to the tombs is the fprbg 
in which he cleanfed himfelf j the water of 
which is remarkably fine, and it is laid to 
be a fure remedy for the moil obllinatc dif. 
orders. The tom b of Job is fm al 1 , and no w 
very much negleHed for want of a proper 
endowment. After croifing two plains from 
this city, you come to the tomb of Shoaib § 
(Jethro). Near the altar in the mofque 
of Jethro, as well as in many oilier 

+> 
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mofques that I have Teen in the Turkifh 
empire, there are tombs, which is ex- 
prefsly contrary to the Hadis s * “ You 
“ fliall not bury yourdead in the mofques.’ 
And moreover as thefe mofques have not 
the true Keblah t, but look towards Je- 
rufakin, I conjcaure that they were ori¬ 
ginally Chriftian churches or monalleries, 
which after tlie Mohammedan conqu^ 
were converted into mofques. This is 
however merely a fuppotition of mine own, 
not fupported by any authority. Before 
we arrived at Huhleh. we had heard from 
the country people of the {baking Mina- 
reh J at the molque of Jethro, and when 
we arrived there were greatly aftonifhed 
to find the report true. This Minaieh 
is fituated in the court yard of the 
mofque, and is of fuch a breadth, as to 
allow of a ftair-cafe above two yards wide. 
Wlien you arrive at the liimmit of the 
Minareh, you arc to place the ball on the 
top under your arm, and cry out aloud, 
“ Oh Minareh, for the love of Abbafs Aly, 
“ fhake.” As I am always inquifitive after 

* a ftyiog of MnhiXQmcd. + e./b^ 
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everything tliat is curious, I afeendedthe 
Minarch with icveral others* and we all did 
as above direfted* but the Minareh ftood 
as firm as a rock. I then defired the Ka- 
dem of the mofquc to try hisfkill, and upon 
his laying hold of it, and crying out, the 
top of the Minareh (hook in fuch a manner 
Uiat we all clung faft for fear of being 
thrown off. The Hakeem Bafhy, who was 
ftanding below, was highly diverted with 
the fight. V/e were utterly at aloft to detedt 
the trick, although we made the Kadem 
repeat it fcveral times. 

From Huhleli we went to Zalkefel, 
where is the tomb of that prophet, and 
thofe of his four fucceflbrs, magnificent 
monuments, well worth feeing. You de- 
feend to the tombs by four flights of fleps, 
and it is there fb dark, that you can 
fcarcely diftinguifh objefls. 

From Huhleh we proceeded to NejefF- 
Afhreff. This city is not now lb popu¬ 
lous as Kcrbela, on account of its dillance 
from the riverj and the country about it 
is ill cultivated. It is very unfafe to 

dwell 
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wichoutfitls ihc dtyi becaufe the 
wild Arabs frequently infcft the country 
to tlic very walls of Nejeff. The maulb- 
lenm of Aly, in the tniddlc of the cily>is 
a moft magnificent ftruaure, and the 
flirineis inlaid withprecious ftones. Whilft 
we were here. Nadir Shah fent his Zirgir 
Bafhy *i or chief goldfmith, to cover the 
domes of the maufolcums of HuITein, at 
Kerbcla, and this of Aly^ with copper 
fpread with gold, like that oi Imam Moufa 
Reza at Melhcd +. In the city of Dehly» 
tlie dome of die mofque of Mozuffer 
Khan Rolheneddowlah f is gilt, but in a 
more fuperficial manner than thefe j for 1 
had frequent opportunities of obferving 
the work, and faw that the plates of gold 
were of a confidcrable degree of thick- 
nefs. Great fums of money have been 
expended in digging a canal from NejelF 
to the Enphrates; and they had aftually 
cut to the diftance of tliree farfangs from 
Nejeff. when the death of Nadir Shah put 
an end to the undertaking. The length 
of the canal from the city to theEuphrates 
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would have been thirty-nve farfangs, and 
it was intended that thofe parts of the 
banks \vhich were rocky, fhould have 
been ftrengthened with Rone andraortar; 
and where the foil was fandy, with copper 
and lead. The people of this city fay, 
that the bones of Adam and Noahf are 
interred by the fide of the tomb of Aly, 
but there is no veftige of fuch monuments. 
When Cufah was the capital of the Kha¬ 
lifat, NejelT was one of its dependencies. 
The grandeur of ancient Cufah is ce¬ 
lebrated by hillorians; but as a punifh- 
ment for the wickednefs of its inhabitants, 
there is not at prefent the fmallefl remains 
of magnificence, excepting the mofque 
wherein Aly rccei\'ed the wound of which 
he died. From this mofque to his tomb 
is the dlflancc of a farfang. Over the 
altar of the mofque is ivritten in broad cha- 
radlcrs, in the Arabick language, This 
“ is the place where Aly, the fon of Abu- 
V talcb, was murdered j may the peace of 
God be upon him.'’ They pretend 
that this mofque was founded by the pa- 

* pT 1 / J 
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triarch Noah; but it appears to me to 
have been originally an idolatrous temple. 
The weft wall, which the Mohammedans 
had covered with mortar, has, through 
length of time, and by being expofed to 
the inclemency of the weather* become 
bare in leveral places, where you may 
plainly difeover iigures cut in ftone, and 
by clofe examination others may be tracec^^ 
under the plafter, This b tlie only wall of 
the old building remaining, the others be¬ 
ing of modern conftni^lion. Befides tho 
wickednefs of the inhabitants of Cufalj, 
which was one caufe of the decay of their 
city, the Khalif Manfoor having built 
Baghdad, made it Ins capital, and Cu- 
fah and Madain were deierted j and to this 
day Baghdad is die largoft city in the 
Arabian Irak. 

From Baghdad to Medina * is i8o far- 
fangs through the defert, which Zobied eh +, 
the wife of Harun al Rafbid J, made paiT^ 
able, by ordering a ss'all to be built all die 

* X 
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way, and wells to be dug at proper dif- 
tances. To Mecca* by the fame route 
Is 230 ferfangs. 
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The Route of the CkkkvK i^frorA 
Baghdad to Mecca. 

T he nearell road from Baghdad to 
Mfcca is acroft the defert, by the 
wall of Zobiedch *. The intentioo in 
building this wall was not merely that 
blind people might be able thereby to 
find their way to Mecca ; but ic was alfo 
neceflary to mark the road for the Cara^ 
van f 1 for the fands fhift fo frequently, 
that no path can be traced tliereon. 
However, on account of the wars in which 
the wild Arabs are at prefenC engaged 
amongll tbemfclves, as well as their dif- 
agreement with Ahmed Pallia, he advifed 
Us not to think of going that road, as ic 
would be extremely dangerous. We fol¬ 
lowed his advice, and determined to take 
the route of Aleppo, J and Damafeus {|. 

previous to pving an account of our 
journey, I {hall infert a lift of the ftages 


from 
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from Baghdad to Mecca, reckoning hy 
hours, as is the cuftom through out the 
Turkifh empire. The hour and faiTang 
will be found to be Ujc fame thing* be,- 
<:aufc in thefe calculations an aflrono- 
mical hour, is the diftancs that a gcofl 
camel when loaded will ti*avel in that* 
fpace of time, which will be found to be 
a farfang, or 2^ cpfe of Hindoflan. Ma¬ 
ny Turks carry Europe watches in their 
pockcLs, and thereby cafily calculate the 
ilages of their jpurnen^. 

It is ncccfTary to oblerve, that the 
Ilages againll wdiich I have ^^*ritten the 
\s*ord dcJhljUd, although uninhabited ^ 
liave fprings of waiter. At thefe places 
the travellers flrike a light with a flint 
and ftcel, and kindle fire to drefs their 
yitluals. Where I l^ave remarked, that 
there is j\o water, thofe places arc not 
only uninhabited, but the Caravan is ob¬ 
liged to carry water thither. Tlie 
places oppofite to which I have fil no 
remark, are well inlmbitcd. This lift of 
roads 1 obtained, with much difiiculty, 
from an experienced Meer Haaj, and fe- 
Q 2 veral 
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veral old camel drivers i and Lavinc^ a 
Europe watch in my pocket, I compared 
the ftages with it, apd fctund the account 
perfeclly corre6l. 

Hfurti 

From Baghdad to Nekjeh, 

To Ribath MclT.ah, 

- 6 

To Kcra eth, ^ - g 

To the river Mareen, 

• "4 

To Kebeeree, - 6 

To the biidge ofBanoo, 

7 

To I'hawaa, r 7 

To the Kcrkcfek. 

- 7 

To Altan Kobera, 

" 7 

To'Belad Hyder, j 

To Abzirb, 6 

To Kerakofh, y 4 

To Mouffel, - 4 

To Khaneh Khrab, 

- 4defolated« 

To Kofei Kobera, 


To 
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Hewi. 

To Dnmeeleh, - gdefolated. 

To Jerakheli, ^ " 7 do. 

To the town ofNcITibeen, 

- 7 

To Keraweh, - 6 do. 

To f*ej Hillar, ^ - S 

To Hi I lake, 7 do. 

ToCLahAbbafsr^UcU 9 do. 

To Aterbee, ) - 7 do- 

To Jereehan,* ^ - 5 

To the city of Orfeh, 

.Ve>4 • 5 

To Char Musfiuck, 

• 8 

To the town of Biijeek 

- io 

To Ahel hesfkee, 

S-xO-x^ - ’O 

To oab ul Abiyeh, 

- 8 

To the city of Heleb, 

(Aleppo) - 6 

To Khan Tooman, 

3 

To Morakib, ,^j)^ 7 9 

To Muck Sera, - 6 

^ To 



iiZ THE MEMOIRS OP 


tljarf. 

To Khan Sheikhan, 



To ti;e town of Hummee, 


' 7 

To-the town ©f Hemfe, 
(EmelTa) - lo 

Jo Hufineh, - 9 

ToMufle, • 12 

'To Katecfeh^ - 9 

To Demefk (Dama/cus),. 

To Zenoop, commonly 
called Khan Turkaiv 

To Vu]I«, - I? 

To Mufieeret, ■ ^ 8 


ToMcfrutk, (J - 10 no water. 
To Am Zerkeh, 

ToBeiaih, ^ - \2 do. 

To the Callie of Kitran, 

- 12 

To Ain ul Huffee, 

- J3 

To^Afcrch, - 14 

To the Caflle of Maan, 

- 6 

To 
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Honn, 


18 


To Tehr ul Akebeh, 

- 

To th€ Cattle of Huckman, 

- 12 

To the Cattle of Zat ul 

Huj, “ 8 

To Kaa ul Saar, yw* 2 3 

To the Cattle of Betook. 

- 6 

To Tehr «l Aar, ^ 1 ^ 18 no water, 
To Hyder Kelafce, ' 

- 6 

To" Birkeh Moazem, 

To Dar ul Humra. )> I j 18 do. 

1 o tlie Cattle of Ala, 

- - 19 

To the Beer ul Ghenem, 
(weIlofthe{hecp)5 
To the Beer ul Jedecd, 

well), 18 

To the Cattle of Hend- 
feeyeh, - 18 

To Mujlitteen, 12 

To Beer ul Nisf* 8 

To 
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Hava 

To the city of Medioa, 

- - 10 

To the Mofque of She- 

jereh, • 9 

To Kouboor us Shoada, 

(the tombs of the Mar- 

tyrs)» - 14 

To Iludeed, * 13 

To Bedre Hunain, 

“ *4 

To Mutta ul Miemoon, 

- 15 

To Rabia, •^}j - 19 

To Kedeedeh, 6^ - 14 
To Wadee Asfan, 

- 12 

To Wadee Fatimeh, 

*2 

To Mecca, - 5 

So that from Baghdad to Mecca, are 
718 hours or farfangs, equal to 1795 
Hindofianee cofesj reckoning the faifang 
to be sf cofes. 


SOTTU 
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Som particulars of the Axithofs 
Journey fom Baghdad to 
Aleppo and Damascus, 

I ^ROM Baghdad v;c palFcd through the 
village of Nelyeh to the city of Ser- 
men Rai commonly called Saioeralj +. 
Here we vifited the flirines of Imam Aly 
Nuckce and Imam HalTan Afkcrce j|; 
who are both buried in their own houfes, 
which are moft magnificent buildings. 
The Kadems and all the attendants at 
thefe two flirines are very rapacious, and 
extort offerings from the pilgrims. The 
place where the Schiites § believe that 
Imam Mahdee ** lies concealed, is in the 
corner of a'vault at Samerah. After tra¬ 
velling the intermediate ftages mentioned 
in die route, we arrived at the city of 
Kerkooh, which in ancient books is men¬ 
tioned as part of Clialdea. Here we faw 
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the tombs of the prophets Daniel * and 
Ezra 1 5 both tinder one dome, 

MoulTul is a large city, fituated on the 
Tigris, and where is ihewn the tomb oF 
the prophet Gerjces J (Saint George). 
Wiilioutfide the city, is the monument 
of the prophet Jonas both are large 
and magnificent buildings. After much 
enquiry, I learnt that thefe monuments 
were erefted by order of Tim our when 
he conquered this country. Between 
Kerkooh and MoufTul are very high 
mountains, which you leave on the left 
hand. The inhabitants of thefe moun¬ 
tains believe in two Gods, one tiie bef- 
tower of good, and the other the inflifler 
of evil. If any one ihould repeat from 
the Koran, “ I take refuge with God, 
** from Satan the accurfed,” they would 
ftone him to death. The village of Ab- 
zird, mentioned in the route, is inhabited 
by this deteftable race. They do not al¬ 
low circiimcifion, and expofe their na- 


kednefs. 
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kedoefs. The river which nms by this 
village, is very difficult to ford without 
ihefe guides i and they make the caravans 
pay very handfomely for affifting them in 
croffing over the camels. Tliey are great 
robbers, as wc had heard before we ar¬ 
rived at Mouffuli and whilR we were 
there, we faw many in(iances of their de¬ 
predations upon the poor inhabitants of 
that neighbourhood, On account of the 
recommendation which we brought from 
Ahmed Palha, and the dread of Nadir 
Shah, whofe proteEion we were known 
to be under, we were well entertained by 
the governors of all the places through 
which we palTed, and met with no molef- 
taiioii upon the roadj but many of the 
poor people belonging to the caravan 
were pillaged. We remained fix days at 
Moufl’ul, and then purfued our journey 
with the caravan. 

Orfeh is d, populous city, and has a well- 
cultivated territory dependent upon it. 
In the neighbourhood of the city they 
fliow you tlie place where Abraham *, by 

* r.\ A 
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the command of Nimrod, thrown 
into the fiery furnace, at the foot of the 
mountain where the machine from which 
he vas flung was conftruclecl, and of 
which tliey pretend to point out Ionic 
vefUge to this day. Over the fpring 
which is faid to have ifiued from the 
midft of tlie fire, a mofqne is creflcd, 
with a laige refervoir on tJje oatfide into 
%vhich the water mnsj and in it arc great 
numbers of filh, which will cat out of 
your hand, but no one is allowed to catch 
them. Adjoining to this mofquc is tlie 
moft beautiful garden I have ever feen 
in any part oftlic world. The city of Nim¬ 
rod *, lay Oil the fartlicr Dde of the 
mountain; but as a puni(lament for the 
wickednefs ol’its inhabitants, it was defo- 
lated, and the road was changed to this 
fide. 

Between MoiilTul and Orfeh oppofite 
to Fej, mentioned in the route, is the caf- 
tle of Mardeen t, fo celebrated in hiftor)'. 
The governor having invited the Ha- 

keem 
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krrm Barr.y to r.n entertainment, I ac¬ 
companied liiin ; and ve enjoyed a mold 
delightful ^)vor}?tet fi*om the top of die 
inoiratain. 'rimoar was obliged to aban¬ 
don the fiege of this place, and with 
good re? (bn, for a Tingle man placed at 
the fummic, by rolling down pieces of the 
rock, might defend the place againft ten 
thou fan d aflailants i fb that ic is abfo^ 
lately impregnable. 

Berjeck is a town pleafantly fitiiaLed 
on the Euphrates, and well inhabited. 
Shah 111 nail extended his conquers to 
this place. Nadir Shah carried his arms 
as far as Diarbekr, which is oppofite to 
ChaiiAbbafs,mentioned in the route; and 
Timour conquered the whole Turkilh 
empire. But Timour, and Shah Ifmail, 
commanded armies, by whom they were 
beloved; whilft Nadir Shah is hated by 
liis foldicrs, of tphich I have already given 
fome inftanccs; fo that his fuccclTes are 
the more a ftoni filing. 

On the fir ft of Sliawal we arrived at 

Aleppo. 



2s6 the memoirs of 


Aleppo *. The ii\’tv at Aleppo is very 
[?eauti(ul, the l>azars t are extenfive, and 
the Jhops well diPpofedi no fildi is fuffer- 
ed to lie in any,of the ftreets or lanes. 
The people are handfome and well dref- 
fed, fo that there appears an uncommon 
degree of elegance among ft every clafs oi 
people. The ihrinc of the prophet Ya-r 
hia J (John the Bpptill) is near the great 
morgue in the city of Aleppo. The 
looking glafTes whiclr in Hindoftan arc 
called after this city, are not the manufac¬ 
ture of this place, but are brouglU hither 
from Europe, tlie fame as it is with the 
Myrabolans of Caljul, wljicli recals to 
iny mind the following flory. When I 
was at Bokhara witli Mirza Ibrahim Islar 
hany, whom Nadir Sliali appointed to 
entertain Abulfiez Khan tlie King of Tu- 
raii, I had frequent opportunities ofeon- 
terfing with that monaieli, Tvlro was very 
inquifiiive about the geography of Hin- 
doftan, and its natural produftions j and 
once, when I w’as fpeaking of the fruits of 
Hindoftan, I obfened that althougli the 

* stDArlcet. ^ 

plumbs 
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plumbs of Bokhara were univerfally fa¬ 
mous, I had not yet been able to procure 
any there, that were equal to thofe I had 
tafted in Khorafan. He faid, ** Thi j is 
” like your famed Myrabolaas of Cabuh 
where there is not a tree of that kind: in 
“ Bokhara, indeed, there are plumb trees, 
” but not one that bears goodfniit.” The 
people of Aleppo, befides the engaging 
fplendor of their appearance, arc remark¬ 
ably affable, and courteous. The fol¬ 
lowing proverb is in ule throughout the 
ead. The pcopkof Aleppo are Iplcndidj 
thofe of Syria are fordid j the Egyptians 
are thieves j and the Hindoftanees are tl-je 
favourites of God. The environs of .Alep¬ 
po contain nothing extraordinarj'. The 
pilgrims affenible from all quarters at 
Aleppo, and go in large bodies to Mecca 
'tv’ich the Kafelah * or caravan f. 


Hummcc, and Ilemfi? J, are both popu¬ 
lous towns, and the inhabitants are lb re¬ 
markably beautiful that the following Ro¬ 
ry is told of their origin. When Nitnrod 




Iiad 





Iiad formed the dclign of planting a gar- 
dai, that fl.ould via sviih ihc heavenly pa- 
radifcjhe ordered the moil beautiful per- 
fons to be collected togctlier from all parts, 
to reprei'ant tlie celefiial Hours * and Ghil- 
mans + > but dying before he could cany 
his plan into execution, 'thefe beauties of 
both fexes fettled in thefe two towns > 
God knows the truili! Hummeeis fituat* 
cdou the declivity of a mountain, to tvhicli 
the water is earned up from the river by 
an engine, faid to have been invented by 
fomc great pliilofophcr. 

From the time we left Hcmfe till ve 
reached Demcflik (Damafeus), it fnowed 
ffCi[ueiidv* an>l the air was very cold. 
'J'lie ancient name of this city is Demefhk, 
as Yicll as all die territory of Syria, but 
now ihe coiintry is more commonly called 
Sham, and the city Sliam Shereef J. The 
tea foil feems to be, that a new city called 
Sham was built near Demelhk, whofe 
name in the courfe of time, has fuperfeded 

Naur, an)’niph of Paradife. 

+ OufiOH, 4 yooeh of Pdradife. 

J Sham, the illullncaa. 

^ the 
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tlie other. Themofque of Beni 0 mmiah * 
15 in the city of Demefhk, and is a very 
ftupendous febrick. The monument of 
the prophet Zekeriah f is fituated near it. 
7 ‘he bazars of Damafcus are more exten- 
five, but neither arranged with fucli flcill, 
nor are die (hops fo well furni(hed as thofe 
of Aleppo. Every houfe has a water 
courfe. The city is ornamented with de¬ 
lightful gardens, the trees of which bear 
an uncommon load of fruit. The olive 
tree flourifhes in all the adjacent country. 
Jerufalem J is only ten day’s journey from 
Damalcus, but the near approach of the 
departure of the caravan for Mecca, would 
not permit me to make an excurfion to 
that place. 


From Baghdad to Damafcus, we travel¬ 
led no nil. and from thence to Mecca our 
courfe was foutli. pafling over the defert 
where Zobiedch built the wall already 
mentioned. The people of Baghdad pray 
with their faces towards the weft, and in’ 
Damafcus thefouth is their KeblaL 



+ 1 /; 

Bi/t uj Moiiddtty or ththpfy h<u/u 

S Con- 



Cmtimiation of the Authm'^s Jour¬ 
no through the dcjert to Mi'> 
DINA. 

TN Uic month of Shawal the pilgri.n? 

aflemble in tlie city of Dam a feus, 
and the Paflia of DamafciTs is always 
appointed by llic edicl of the Empe¬ 
ror of Turkey, Mcer Haaj * or cov^duc- 
tor of the caravan^ of Mecca, Witliout a 
confide fable cfcort it would be impofiiblc 
topafs the defert j and even when the cara¬ 
van is ftrongly guarde I, and die pilgrims 
are very numerous, ihc* wild Arabs hang in 
fuch a manner upon their march, iJiat if 
any firagglc from the caravan, they arc 
fure to be pluudei*ed. Another advantage 
from the appointment of the Meer Haaj 
is, that by obliging every one to pay impli¬ 
cit obedience to the regulations for march- 
ingwidhalting, theconfufion isprevemed, 
which' would otherwife be unavoidable 
amongft fo large a body without a head. 
The following arefome of tlie regulations 
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for llic caravan. E^'ery one lias his flation 
aifigned him in the line of march, which 
he muft preferve during the whole jour¬ 
ney. The people of Irau, and their 
camels, always form the rear. When tlie 
caravan halts, a particular fpot is affign- 
ed for every Itring of camels, and where 
tlie 111 after of tlicm is allowed to pitch his 
tent. No one is fuffered to infringe any 
of ihefe regulations. When the ftages 
are very long the caravan travels day and 
night; ftopping an hour at each of the 
five ftaied times of prayer, wheri the ca¬ 
mels are allowed 10 lie down with their 
burthens upon their backs rand at mid¬ 
night tliey halt in like manner another 
hour. In order that thofe in the rear may 
know at night when the caravan is going 
to halt, the Mccr Haaj lets off a rocker. 
This nightly halt is called Awafee 
Tlie troops of the Meer Haaj guard 
the caravan on all fides j and the reafoa 
why he ab'b with fuch vigilance is, that if 
he conducts die caravan in fafety, to and 
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from Mecca for feven years fucceflively,. 
the Emperor promotes him to the office 
of Grand Vizier *; and therefore parti¬ 
cular care is obferved in appointing to 
the government of Sham, a perfon duly 
qualified to fill the Vizarut f, the higheft 
office in the Turkiffi empire. 

When the caravan arrives at MufTeeret, 
the third ftage from Damafcos, they pur- 
chafe neceffaries for pafling the defer t, 
which the wild Arabs bring to that place 
for fak; after having bought what they 
want, they purfue their march. The ftages 
of this journey are longer than what 
are travelled in any other country, in- 
fomuch that the camels of Syria, which 
are larger and more powerful than thofe 
of any other place, are fetigued almoft 
to death. At the fame time, the zeal of 
the pilgrims who go all the way on 
foot, keeps up their fpirits, and they 
perform the journey with furprizing eafe 
and alacrity. 




Amw. 



We 
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We travelled as mentioned in the route, 
till we came to the pafs in the mountains 
where the tribe of'Thimud * hamft ringed 
the camel of the prophet Salah f.‘‘Here 
the caravan difcharge fire arms, beat their 
drums, and fhouling and clapping their 
hands make a moftaflonifliing noife; and 
the camel-drivers pretend that if they did 
not do Uiis, theirbealls would expire from 
hearing the lamentations of Salah’s camel, 
In the neighbourhood of this city are fecn 
the ruins of a great city, /kid to have been 
turned up fide down, at the command of 
God, in punifilmnn of the difobcdieucc 
of this tribe to the word of his prophet. * 
And here are alfo faid to be the caves 
wliich they made in. the mountains, to 
(belter ihemfelves from the divine ven¬ 
geance. 

The cadle of Ala is fituaCcd in tliefe 
mountains. In its vicinity is the cafile 
of Khybcr J, whicli was conquered by 
Alij. Here arc ftill many jews and 
ChriAians, who believe that nothing can 
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be more pleafmg to God tlian the death 
of the pilgrims of Mecca, and for tlie at¬ 
tainment of any particular objett, they 
makotows to murder them. Notwith- 
liauding the Meer Haaj took every pre¬ 
caution in his power Co proteft tiie cara¬ 
van, thcle aflalfins of Khyber robbed 
three of our pilgrims, and Ihot them with 
piflols. Tlie Meer Haaj wanted to af- 
fault the place, and revenge the death of 
our unfortunate companions j but was 
dilluaded from the enterpriae, by the in- 
terpofition of the principal people of the 
caravan, who reprefented to him, that in 
ca(e of delay, the feafon for the perform¬ 
ance of the pilgrimage would elapfe be¬ 
fore we could reach Mecca. 

The journey acroG the defen is exceed¬ 
ingly fatiguing, on account of the great 
length of the ftages; and the travelling 
charges run very high : yet this part 
of the way is not without its delights, for 
tlie number of links which are along 
with the caravan, every camel having 
one, form a beautifuf’ illumination •, and 
liic longs of the camel-drivers, called 

Hood- 
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Hooddee*, enli\'en the pilgrims and en¬ 
chant the camels, After all, tiie fanguc 
would he fiippovtable, \\ ere it nr)t for the 
continual dread of the wild Arabs. * If 1 
was to relate all the floiics Uiat I have 
lieard of tl^efe fellows, I fhould fwell my 
nanative to a large volume, and tliofe 
who liave never had an« opportunity of 
feeing their tricks, would fuppofe me to 
be deceiving them with li6Hous talcs. I 
{hall therefore content inyfclf with men¬ 
tioning only two or three of their feats, 
that are moil commonly praflifed. D uring 
the night, when from the fatigtics of the 
da)' the greatell part of die caravan are 
aheep .upon their carpels, half a doacn 
wild Arabs will get on each fide of a beaft 
that is nchly laden. It is ncceflary to 
obferve, that in loading the camels, all 
the merchandize is packed on one fiiie, 
and the provifions for the journey on the 
other. W^ilfk Tome of th^e thieves are 
ripping open the bottom of the merchan¬ 
dize pack and taking out the goods, 
Others fupport tlie oppofite fide with the 
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proviiions, to prevent its flipping off, and 
tvaking the rider, wlio would alarm llie 
caravan; but the inftanl they have taken 
out all the goods, they run off, when the 
camel, frightened at the fudden fall of his 
rider, and the remainder of the lo'ad, runs 
about in a rage, pulling theftvingto get 
loofe from his copipanions j and frequently 
in the feuffie the poor man is trodden to 
deadi*. The fwifenefs of thefe Arabs is 
aftonilhing, of which I fhall give twp in- 
Hances. In the plain of Arafat +, at noon, 
Hajee Mohammed Caaviny ^ liad pulled 
off his clothes to bathe, and wliilll he was 
defiring Aka Aly [| to take charge of his 
Kezlebafh girdle, in tvOiich wei*e 300 gold 
mohurs, an Arab fnaichcd it out of his 
hand, and although the rogire was inflaiit- 
ly purfued by horfemen, he made hLs cf- 
cape. Another day Mehdy Beg Shira- 
zy^, was performing his ablutions, when 

* A ftring coa&li ot C4cn«1i, An tb« dift it 
the (hoocerbao or driver; (he (econd cerriet the mer* 
chant: and on the (bird U (bit Tervaoc w>(b merchan* 
dite aad provICons* 

+ t It 

' an 
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fin Arab came behind him, and feizing 
the csftT flew with it like an arrow. 

In the defert of Khyber, Mirza Mo* 
hammed Yacoub * died of a confump- 
tion; and we buried him in die fand. 


From Ala we proceeded as mentioned 
in the route, till we reached Medina j 
where we paid our devotions at the 
ihrine of the holy prophet, and other 
facred tombs in that neighbourhood* 
When we had performed all the ufual 
ceremonies at Medina, the caravan pro¬ 
ceeded ; and on the 6th of Zulh^eh we 
arrived at Mecca, 


When I had completed my pilgrimage* 
1 vifited the moft remarkable places in 
and about Mecca. At prefent the pave¬ 
ment round the mofque, as well as the 
place where the prophet was born, and 
the Mejed ul Gin f, are confiderably be- 




ij 

"b 1*^ The aoTqoe of the Genii, built on, the 
where it U preteaded they appeared ta Mohammed. 

T low 
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low the level of the city; probably this tS 
the original level, and the city may have 
been raifed by the accumulauon of rub- 
bil!h from delapidated buildings; I have 
made this obfervation in feveral other 
places of antiquity. The women of Mec* 
ca wear green apples about their necks, 
and think them very ornamental. Ma« 
foud the prefent Shercef t or governor 
of Mecca, is a man highly refpe£led and 
beloved by all ranks of people; and the 
pilgrims in particular, have every reafoa 
to be fatb&ed with his conduct. 


* f 
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The Author embarks on hoard a Jhip 
at Jeddeh bemnd to Hoogly, 
in Bengal. 

O N the firft of Rebby ul Awwel, A. H. 

1155 (or the 24th of April 1742), 
after (laying three months at Mecca, I 
departed from that place to the port of 
Jeddeh *, which is two days journey. 
At a (hort di (lance from the town of Jed¬ 
deh, is tlie place where Eve + is faid to 
be interred. The grave, which refembles 
a flower-bed, meafures 197 of my paces. 
On the middle of the grave, a fmall 
dome is ereflcd, and,the ends are enclof- 
ed with wooden pales. The governor 
of Jeddeh is appointed by the Emperor 
of Conftantinoplej who alfo nominates 
the Shcreef of Mecca, but he is always 
a defeendant of the ancient Sheree(s, .who 
have been for the moft part of the tribe 
of Beni Haflan J. If a man quarrels 
with another, and calls him a baftard, he 

* ^ t-icwws. J 

T a 


IS 
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« cited before the S.lierecf and puniQxcd; 
becaufc many of the principal perfon,^ of 
Mecca are bom of' concubines. The 
Europeans have a faftory at Jeddeh i. but 
tlie Shereef will not permit any one of 
them to go to Mecca, 

After remaining a month at Jeddeh, J 
embarked op board a fhip commanded 
by an European captain, that was bound 
to Bengal* 

We ftaid fifteen days at the port of 
Mokha *, to tajee in water and provn 
fions, as well as to traffick, Mokha is 
dependant ppon Yemen t, the Prince 
of which territory is called the Imam ^ 
of Yemen, and Sanaa ][ is his capital- 
The people of Yemen are chiefly of the 
fe6l of Zytd Here are the tombs of 
Sheikh Ofman Shadely **, and Sheikh 
Abul Kaflan Shadely if. The author of* 

II ux. 

i Zyieiiu ** 

^ the 
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the Nefthat tu Uns * aflertr., that all the 
wells in this country M'ere brackifh before 
thefe holy men were interred there, fince 
when the water is perfe£lly fweet. It 
was now the montli of June, when grapes, 
mangoes, and peaches, are common in 
the markets. Some, of the houfes are 
three, and others four ftories highj and 
the heufe of the governor, whom they 
ftile Dowlah +, conlifts of fix ftories. 

When the captain had tranfafled his 
bufineft at Mokha, we embarked and fet 
fail; and palling theifland ofSccotorali 
fomous for its aloes, came into the main 
ocean. It is faid to be unfathomable, 
and which is the reafon that no fifh are 
to be found there. After twenty days 
failing, when we had crofied the ocean, 
we faw a fnake, at which the captain and 
his officers thanked God, It being a fign 
of our near approach to land. Tliree 
days after this we difeovered on our left 
fide, Cej'lon ||, famous for cinnamon. 
This is a very large iOand, and its raoun-? 
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tains abound with fprings of frcfh water. 
It is now in the poiTefTion of the Euro- 
p^ns. We faw Ceylon four days, and 
on the fifth it difappearcd. 

. Four days after lofing fight of Ceylon, 
we arrived at Pondichery *. a French fet- 
tleraent on the coaft, near Arcotf. They 
obtained the Emperor’s permifTion to ere£l 
a factory and warehoufes, merely to carry 
on trade, inftead of which they have 
built a large city on the fea-fhorc. We 
remaned here twenty days to refrefh our 
crew and carry on Tome trade. We then 
fct fail for Cheenaputten J, (or Madras) 
in its neighbourhood, and ^rhere fhipt 
touch, on account of its being a very 
flourifhing place. Througli the negli¬ 
gence of the officers of die fiiip, and ihe 
alight being dark, we got about four cofc 
beyond it before morning, and the wind 
proving unfavorable, the ftiip, whidi widi 
a fair wind will fail one hundred and fifty 
cole in twenty-four hours, was above eight 
days in gaining the port, which wc had 

* Pilcbcfry. ) J 

" miffed 
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miffed by fo inconfiderable a diftance. On 
die ninth day after leaving Pondichery, 
the wind coming fair* we arrived at Ma-* 
dras in an inftant. The Engli{hhave long 
poffeffed this fettlement on the coaft of 
Arcot. Here they live entirely after their 
own manners and cuftoms. The women 
of all ranks' appear in public, and go about 
where-ever they pleafe, die fame as the 
men. After finifhing our bufincfs at Ma¬ 
dras, we weighed anchor and fet fail for 
Hoogly. 

God having liitherto granted us fair 
weather, I was not aware of the danger 
of a fea voyage. But when we approach¬ 
ed Balafore *, which is at all times con- 
fidered as a perilous navigation* we had 
fuch a violent ftorro* that it called to my 
remembrance the old faying, “ That no 
** wife man will make two voyages to feaj 
*• for in thefirft, he will experience fuffi- 
“ cient danger to deter him from expofing 
** himfelf to a fecond adventure.” From 
the violence of the ftorm, the waves dalh- 
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ed againft die fhip witli fuch force, that 
fce fpranga leak, and the captain and his 
officers had refolved to abandon tlieir 
property, and efcape in the boat at night, 

‘ without informing the crew of their in¬ 
tention. But die Almighty, for the fake 
of the few righteous perfons who were on 
board, fpared the lives of the reft. The 
ftornx ceafed, and the wind proved favor¬ 
able, as'it is promifed in the divine book, 
“ After difficulty cooieth cafes andwho- 
“ foever placeth hb confidence on the 
“ Lord, he will deliver him from out of 
“ his diftrefs.” 

After e reaping the perils above deferib- 
ed, we arrived at a channel, where if the 
fhip’s courfe inclines too much to the left, 
fhe will ftrike upon a hard fand, and moft 
probably perifh. The officers are parti¬ 
cularly careful when they come to this 
part of the river} and on account of the 
many Ioffes that have here been fuftained 
by European and native mcrcliants, marks 
are placed on the water, to direfl the vef« 
fel what courfe to follow, by pointing put 
the places to be avoided; the mark is a 

wooden 
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wooden float, refembling a wine vcflel, 
which the Europeans call a pipe. Upon 
enquiry I was informed, that it is faftened 
by a rope to an anchor funk in the bot¬ 
tom of the river, and the rope being 
covered with tar, the fame preparation 
that is fpread over the bottoms of ihips, 
is not eafily injured by the water. From 
Balafore to Hooghly you fee about twen¬ 
ty of thefc floats. Providentially we had 
now a fair wind; and through God’s 
mercy, arrived fafe at the port of Hoogh¬ 
ly ia Bengal. 
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A SummaTy Account of Occurrences 
in Bengal, and different Parts 
of Hindostan. 

F rom the weak Rate of the govern* 
ment of Mohammed Shah, and the 
faflions that prevailed amongft the nobi¬ 
lity, the Makrattahs * of the Dekhan 
tad invaded Bengaland the port of 
Hooghly being in their poirefllon, I was 
obliged to land at Frafdangeh +. The 
town of Calcutta J, bulk by die EngUfh, 
and fituated on the other, or eaflem, fide 
of the river, is more extenfive and confi- 
derable than Frafdangeh. There are va¬ 
rious nations of Europeans, viz. French, 
Englifh, Dutch, Portuguefe, Germans, 
&c. Their gardens are laid out in the 
European tafte \ the trees arc cat into 
diiferent forms with fiicers, and produce 
a very plcafing effedl. Living feparate 




y The FrenchSeulemetii of 
CboodCDiiaiQr vclgeriy called Cbanderna^e. 


from 
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from each other in their different fecile- 
ments, they preferve their refpeftive cuf- 
toms and manners, without any devia« 
tion from what they pra£life in their 
native countries. They have different 
churches, where they hold congrega¬ 
tions. There are araongft them handi- 
ci*aftfmen of every denomination 5 and 
the natives have acquired many of their 
mechanical arts. The European fol- 
diers, as well as their artifts, are fupe* 
rior to thofe of any other country, of 
wliich the Mahrattalis are fo fenGbIe» 
that although Frafdangeli and Calcutta 
abound witli all kinds of Europe mer¬ 
chandize, and the diftaace between Fraf- 
dangeh and Hooghly, is not above two 
cofe * ; and the former has not any for¬ 
tifications, whilft the number of Europe¬ 
an inhabitants is but inconfiderable, and 
the Mah rat tabs fwarm like ants or lo- 
cufts, they have never made any attempt 
upon that quarter, from the dread that 
the Europeans would unite their forces 


or 


Major Keanell c&lmatea the Crauh 

at two Briiilh {Mature miles. 

Vz for 
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for nuitual defence. “ Unartimt/y in/ures 

pre/ptrity ; and dcJhuQmi is the con* 
** Jequence of difeord.'' The Europerins 
excel in die ofe of cannon and miilkcts, 
bat are not fkilful with the fword. 

The Mahrattalis were firft invited to 
invade Bengal, by the come A: between 
Alyvirdy Khan * and Shafiaz Khan +, 
xht foh of Shnja Khan J; of which the 
following a^e the particulars. The par- 
tizans 6f Alyvirdy Khan pretend, that 
Sirafraz Khan, upon the death of his fa¬ 
ther, at the infiigation of evil coun fel¬ 
lers, wanted to acl ircacheroufly by Ha- 
jee Ahmed, who with his brother Alyvir¬ 
dy Khan, had been the confidential fer- 
vants of the late Sbuja Khan. Alyvirdy 
Khan, who was Naib Soobahdar|[ ofBa- 
har upon receiving intelligence of thefe 
defigns, marched from Azeemabad towards 
Moorfbedabad, to give good advice to 
the fon of his patron, and deliver him 
from the hands of evil counfellors, as 
well as to relieve his brother from the 

U ' Deputy Viceroy. § im- 
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impendm<» danger. Si ran a 2 Khan con- 
fid ering this conduft of Alyvirdy Khan 
bold and piefumptuous, marched with 
troops from Mooifliedabad to oppofe 
him. I'he armies engaged, vhenSirafras 
Khan happening to he killed by a inatcli- 
lock difch'rged by one of his own men, 
his troops were routed with great daugh¬ 
ter. But the friends of Sirafraz Khan 
affert, that the whole was a calumny fa¬ 
bricated by Alyvirdy Kl:an, in order to 
cover his real motives; for that inflead 
of any wifh to accommodate matters witli 
Sirafraz Khan, he had previoufly deter¬ 
mined to deprive him of his life, and 
ufurp the governmerrt. Whatever might 
have been the motives by which Alyvir¬ 
dy Khan was at firft actuated, he now 
made himfclf mafler of the country, and 
of the imraenfe treafure which had been 
accumulating from the time of Jaifer 
Khan who was Soobahdar f of Bengal, 
and Sirafraz Khan’s maternal grand-fa¬ 
ther. W’hen he had thus gotten polfef- 
fion of all this wealth, he freely eniploy- 

* Viceroy* 

ed 
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cd part of it in bribery and corruption, 
and by adopting conciiiating mcafures, 
with a wife and prudent admin illral ion, 
gained the a 9 e 8 ion of people of all ranks 
and conditions. Upon the death of Si- 
rafraz Khan, many of his relations and 
dependents, apprchenfive for their lives 
and fortunes, fled to Nizam ul Mulk 
the Nazim or Soobahdar t of the De¬ 
khan, where by defcribing the riches of 
Bengal, having excited the avidity oi tlie 
Mahrattahs, who delight in plunder, they 
conduced by the road ofOrifTa J. an ar¬ 
my of thefe free-booters, who diflrcfled 
the ryotts ||, plundered the country, and 
threw the government into great confa- 
fion. Frequent Ikirmifhes enfued, in 
wliich Aly V irdy Klia n had many men killed, 
and the Malirattahs fuffered fome lofs j 
but from the fortitude and good condudl 
of Alyvirdy Khan, it was a drawn game; 
for on the approach of die rains, the 
Mahrattahs being apprchenfive of fuffer- 
ing from the inclemency of the climate, 

* ^ or 


gave 
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gave up the war, and returned to the 
Dekhan, carrying with them an immenfe 
booty. 

Aiyvirdy Khan, Mehabut Jung *, by 
making large prefents to Mohammed 
Shah, and bribing the principal Omrahs, 
obtained a grant of the Soobahdarics of 
Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, in his own 
name. His power in thofe pro\incCT 
was abfolute, but the Mahi'attas having 
ta{led die fwcets of the firft expedition, 
and bang now l>ettcr acquainted with the 
roads, and the nature of the climate of 
Bengal, invaded and plundered the coun¬ 
try regularly cveiy«year J, till after many 
battles and fkirmifhes, with various fuc- 
cefs,. it was mutually agreed, that the 
Soobah of OrilTa fiiould be ceded to them, 
in fausfatlion of the fourth of the col lee- 

* JiUhah/yyag Of ihrfrrfrf/H'ar, 

wa) b)s tide. 

TbeMabrattabs c^iinnencetUeirmiliLaryor* 

pe<JHions CQ rhe Hitidoo rciiiTal c( the Defltereb 
^v)ucb falls on the lolb of the ffloon of the rnuoth of/V(iin. 
ctvrerpon<diQ£ with part of Sepieinber aniS October. 

. . tions 
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tions of the three Soobahs, and which 
proportion in their language is called 
Chowth *. From that time, they left 
Aiyvirdy Khan in quiet poflefliion of tlie 
other Soobahs. 

Bengal + is an extenfive and fertile 
country, yielding a very great revenue. 
The air, on account of the exceiTive rains, 
and the vicinity of the fea, is exceeding¬ 
ly moift. 

On the ift of Moherrem J, A. H. 1156, 
(or 14th of February 1743), ^ 
from Moorfhedabad ||, after having refid- 
ed there feven months. Being apprehen- 
five of moleftauon from the Mahrattas, 
who were then difperfed about the coun¬ 
try, I crofled the Ganges, and proceeded 
through Pumea and Tirhoot **, to 
Azeemabad +t. From the badnefs of the 
air and water, the inhabitants of Pumea 
are fubjeft to chronic diforders i but they 

V>. 

+t ,L'! or PfttaA ^ 

r KVC 
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live happily under the government of Seif 
Khan brother of Ameer Khan t. 

Azsemabad is a laige and well built 
city; t!:e Ganges, \nth the confluence of 
fevcral otlicr {Iraains, runs by it, and af¬ 
ter paui ng through Bengal, unites with the 
fca. At this place alfo, the Eitropeans 
have erefted corifiderable buddings, and 
carry on an extenlive tnide. This part 
of the country is famous for beetle leaf, 
which is Tent to great diftance^s; and Pat¬ 
na rice being preferable to that of Bengal, 
is tranfported thither, and fold at a high 
price. 

The Emperor Mohammed Shah, ha- 
ving been indifpofed for fome time, re¬ 
peatedly wrote Hakeem Allavee Khan to 
haflen to court s wherefore, during the 
mo ft mCenfe heat, the fun being in Ge- 
jiiini, we left Patna, and travelling by the 
ofBenarlsjj;, Allahabad)}, andPeruk- 
habad ai rived at Sliahjeiianabad on the 

I! AJi ^ 

X 10th 
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10th of Jemadyul Sany A. H. 1156, 
(or 4ift July 1743). 

Throughout our journey, the Soobah- 
dars +, and Foujdars J, of Hindoftan, 
paid the higheft refpeS to Allavee Khan# 
and entertained him in a manner fuitable 
to his, rank and charafler. 

At this time Ameer Khan |j, was Soa* 
bahdar of Allahabad, whither he had been 
fent contrary to his own defire, and the 
Emperor s inclination, to pleafe Kummer- 
eddeen Khan ^ the Viaier and Nizam 
ul Mulk ff, who made ufe of this method 
to remove liim from court, becaufe he was 
a man of fagacity, and played a deep game. 
Being thoroughly acquainted with the Em¬ 
peror’s cliarafter and difpofition, he ufed 
to feek every opportunity of infinuating 


I ^^ '1' Stahaider or Vitenf^ 

% I Tbt Chief Maiijiratt ef e DifriSy 




Gr4n4 Vizier, or Pcirae Mlnll^r. 


IptO 
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into his mind fufpiciohs agaihfl tht Vi-* 
zier, and tlie Turany Moghuls *, in order 
to further his own views. But their party 
being all powerful at that time, had him 
ordered away to Allahabad, of which 
place he had been appointed Soobahdar 
fome time before. Ameer Khan, however, 
did not remain idle» but ftiortly after en¬ 
tering into a confederacy with Sefder 
Jung f, the Soobahdar 6 f Oudh who 
with his Irany troops was able to cope 
with the Vieier^ patty, prevailed upon 
the Emperor to call him to court, whi¬ 
ther himfelf alfo returned j and tegaining 
his former influence^ obtained for Sefder 
Jung the command of the artillery in the 
room of Saadeddeen Khan ||. But Ameer 
Khan did not long enjoy the fruiw of his 
policy, for on the 23d of Zelhejeh 1 t^g 
(or 25th December 1746), one of his own 
fervants, from an old grudge, ftabbedhim 
in the Dewan Aum **, or public hall, at the 

* t t 

II ** V.> 

X 2 en- 
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entrance of the railing *. His relations 
accufed ftveral perfons of being the abet¬ 
tors of this horrid tranfa€lion; fant I do 
not think proper to mention their names, 
fincer 'SS is obferved in the Koran, “ Of 
a truth a is- c.rimtnal to accufe ahy one 
upon mere fufpicion.^ As he left no fon, 
the Emperor had given orders for all his 
property to be confifcated into the ex¬ 
chequer + 5 but his troops being fourteen 
months in arrears, would not fuffer hiS 
pqroperty nor even per¬ 

mit his. body to be- baricd, till they had 
ipcnawi TuAkhaa | ior their demeDcb, 
wbich was not riU four af* 

ler the murder. 

. 'When w arrived at Fenikhabad on 
oar, way toDehly, the governor Moham- 
tied Khan BungiCh||, was exceedingly ilK 
As kroa as Allavee Khan had Ssk -his 

* At foBie dift^bce trem the throee ia • with- 

iftTide aone bot perfon* of rsnk m ad muted. 

f Althoogh rbe Emperor the abCalate heir of aK Me 
deceafed hdurdebdara, yet he freqaeoOy rtiin^uUbea bla 
rSgfat hi favM of the reUuon*« 

t an Adlgonenr. II 

pulle, 
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pulfe, and leamt the Tymptoms of the dif¬ 
ord 2 r, he fent for me to his tent and 
faid, “ We mud not contftiue here, for this 
man v?Ui certainly die in the courfe of 
fix or feven days i” Afterwards tvlien we 
heard that Mohammed Khan died within 
the period prefcribed by Allavc^ Khart> 
I aiked him whether he was able to predfft 
the prewfe time of death, merely froift 
his phyfical fkill, or from any miraculbus 
gift: he anfwered, that it was from idtig 
jiracdice in medicine, and experience of 
the fymptoms of dilbrders. " 

I ^1". 
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Nabir Shah ferids Ambc^adors to 
MohaMmed Shah. 

M ohammed ALVB£G*>arid Mo- 

hammed Kurreem f, ambafTadors 
from Nadir Shahi being introduced to tlie 
Emperor^ pfefented him a letter from their 
mafter, with an hundred elephants, feme 
inlaid fword hilts and other articles, which 
being made after the fafhion of Hindo- 
ftan, were ufelefs and of little value in 
Perfia. They met with a gracious reCep- 
, tion, and ^vere honoured with rich drefies. 
Some days after, they told the Emperor^ 
tliac Nadir Shall had commanded them to 
deli vet* a verbal meflage, fetting forth, 
that the large armies which he had 
'* been obliged to maintain, to enable 
“ liira to carry on his wars in Turan, 
“ Daghidan, and Turkey, had exhaufted 
his treafures, at the lame time that he 
“ had remitted three years tribute ihrough- 
“ out his dominions j that therefore it 
“ would be brotherly in Mohammed 

* t /// 

^ Shah, 
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Shah, to affiR him with fifty or fixCy 
“ lacks of rupees.” However, as no 
mention was made of money in the letter, 
Mohammed Shah gave tie following di- 
re£t anfwer to their application on that 
fcore. *♦ ^y brother, the king of kings, 
when we parted, told me never to pay 
any attention to verbal mclTages, but 
only to give credit to what IhouM be 
written in his letter,.. On account of 
“ die weak ftate of the empire, tieZe^ 
** mindars * fail in their remittances 
“ of the revenues, fo that the expendi- 
tures exceed the receipts ; moreover 
“ the letter is totally filent on this fub- 
jeft, and a verbal anfwer is furel/ 
fufficient for a verbal nieflage.” The 
China difhes, lignum aloes, fandal wood, 
and other articles required in the letter, 
were carefully fent. However, notwith*? 
Handing the valour difplayed in the Era- 
peror's words, himfelf and every one 
about him, were dreadfully apprebenfive 
for the conCequences, till they heard of 
{he death of Nadir Shah. 

* j'J^j LaadhoWef*. 

Mohammed 
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Mohammed Shah undertakes an 
Expedition againfl Aly Moham¬ 
med Khan * the Rohillah 


I N themcmthofSefer A. H. 1 
(or A. D. 1745)* the Emperor, at the 
inlligation of Sefder Jung, undertook an 
expedition againfl Aly Mohammed Klian, 
who had made himfelf independent in 
Ownlah [j, Bungurh ^ and other places. 
He had been originaUy privi^te foldier, 
and r^ifed himfelf by degrees into con- 
by 1 r« valour and fuperior 
abilities. He rendered many important 
Cervices to the empire, but at lall Jjaviug 
fubdued the Rajah tfie mountains of 
Khain a wenand the adjacent countries, 
hecni«tained more ambitious views, and 
at lafl made himfelf independent of* all 
authority. Sefder Jung, theSoobahdarof 


Th« Bohiih>Hsar« cbe 
Bcfc, boning on Cabol. 

\ This AraVso .eorr^pc^'e^ thv 7«ar wiu 
part of Febrcry »n 4 UAttb. 

JyT ■ ••tl/'y.!/ 



Oudh, 


ICHOjEH ASDULKURREEM. 

Oudb, was alarmed at his progrefs, and 
confider^d him as a thorn in his fidej he 
therefore carried on the var with vigour, 
and Aly Mohammed was on the brink of 
dearuflion. But Kummereddeen Khan, 
the Vizier, who was negotiating a mar¬ 
riage betwecji his own fon, and a daugh¬ 
ter of the Rohillah Chief, being anxious 
to favcliim from ruin, affured the Empe¬ 
ror that Aly Mohammed was ready to 
inaJce his fubmiHions in perfon. The 
Emperor having been apprized, that Sef- 
der Jung in his advice, was chiefly a6luated 
by felfifh motives; and being defirous of 
pleafing Kummereddeen Khan, as veil as 
in confideration of the exigency of his 
own affairs, confented to the propofal. 
Before the imperial array made its appear¬ 
ance againft Aly Mohammed, he had ta¬ 
ken the precaution to. fend ^11 his treafure 
and valuable effefts to Kaim Jung fon 
of Mohammed KhanBungifh. The Em¬ 
peror, therefore, confidering the near ap¬ 
proach of the rains, and the diflentions a- 
mongft the Omrahs, contented himfelf 

■ * 
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with what had Men into hi$ hands, and 
FCtumed to Shabjehanabad. It having 
teen ftipulated that Aly Mohammed Khan 
fhould refidfe in fcmie other part of the 
empire, the Vizier had him appointed 
^Otijdar of Siihind *, on which place the 
Tunkhas for the payment of the Turanj^ 
■^oops were granted. 
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It 

An Account of the Murder ^Na¬ 
dir Shah. 

A bout this time, by letters from 
the miaifters of Nadir Sbahi-and 
from the accounts ofpcrfons. juft arrived, 
from Perfia, was learilt the following w- 
telligence, 

Nadir Shah commenced his expediticwi 
againft the Lezekee of Daghiftan* for 
which he was making preparations when 
I took my leave of him at Caivin. As 
he had conquered Hirdoftaor and Tuw^ 
without experiencing any of the hardibips 
of war, he vainly ima^ned that he fljoald 
alfo now carry all before him, and arro*- 
gantly declared that he would make prQ& 
titutes of all the virgin daught^ of theix 
great men, and in retaiiadon of the blood 
of his brother, would decapitate five thoa- 
fand Lezekees j and confiding foWy ja 
his-owo-ftr€Opl?J fought-aoc^ 
favour erf hpavea. But the Lezel^e^^* who 
rema^ble for ti^ Atength and 

y 2 lour, 
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lour, gave him a different reception frdtii 
what he had expe6led; 

I have heard from in any of the fervantsj 
who attended his peribn, that in the wars 
^f Hindoflan, Turan, and Turkey, he ne¬ 
ver neglefled his ablutions > but would 
then humble himfelf byproftraUnghis fore¬ 
head on the dufti and make prayers and fup- 
plications to God: and that particularly 
during the battle with the OmVahs of Hin- 
doftan^ he alighted from his hoffe, rub¬ 
bed his fece againll the earth, and made 
loud pToteftations of hb own unworthi- 
nefs. Butin the war of DaghiRan, he 
behaved in a manner quite contrary, be¬ 
ing inflated with pride and arrogance, 
ntglefling his duty to God s in confe- 
quence of which, he experienced a re- 
verfe of fortune j for the Lezekees, after 
having made great {laughter amongft hb 
troops, took refuge in their mountains j 
and thus, although in faft viftoriouS^ he 
was obliged to give up the war, without 
having committed the rapine, andfatiated 
hb rettnge, in the maftner he had medi¬ 
tated and. threatened After Iffs return 
'' ' from 
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item Daghiflan, he {laid Tome time in 
Iran, to prepare for the Turkifh var. 
He then marched to Kerkook, and after 
plundering Mouffel, Diarbeker, and other 
places in that quarter, which I have deferi- 
bed, proceeded to Nejeff, and Kerbela, 
where he vifited the Ihrines of the Imams, 
and then proceeded through Irak Agem to 
Khoiafan. 

Alkvee Khan, when he was at die 
court of Perfia, availing himfelf of Na¬ 
dir Shah s favour and kiridnefs, employ¬ 
ed the opportunities, whilft he was pre- 
feribing medicine, to adminiftcr alfo 
wholefome eidvioe, and which the Shah * 
took in very good part: The Hakeem 
Bafhy was alfo continually exerting hij 
fltillto correal the impetuofity of his tern* 
per, for the benefit of mankind: and by., 
a proper medical treatment, ht« difpofi- 
tion was fo much improved, that for a 
fortnight together he would not ord^rthe 
difeipHoe of the (lick, much lels commaad' 
any one to be deprived of his eyes cfflife* 
And efpeciaily when the attempt was made 
to aflafTinate him on the bor^fcrs of Mazen- 

deran, 



9 er^, ra the manner already defcribed, hrf 
did jiot'puinfh any one, until he had 
coolly and deliberately inveftigated the 
inatier. But after the departure of Alla- 
vee> Khan,,his bvn phyficians; from the 
dread*oF oftendihg him, fuffered the pec¬ 
cant hiimours again to predominate, when 
he retumed to his old couHes > every 
day, for tlie moft trifling offences, he 
would order fome to be deprived of their 
eyes, and othis of life. At lad his 
crudty had rifen to fheh a pitch, that he 
had celblved to have a general tnalTacre 
FevfiMi by the bapd» 
Af^ans and Uzbecks^'in: Vdwnl-slone 
he now placed confidence. But he was 
himfclf murdered the very night prece¬ 
ding the morning in which, he had de- 
tesmtned to put his bloody purpofe into 
execution. The following are the parU- 
wdars of this evenu On the night of 
'of'Jeraadr Sany, A. H* 1160,, 

(dt. Jiirie &th' 17*47 ),.near the city of 
Khojocm three days jodm^ from Me- 

Ihed, Mohafnmed Kuiy Khan Ardeasace f, 


■.fii 
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who 
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who was of the fame tribe with Nadir 
Shah, his relation, and Kufhukchee Ba- 
fhce *, with feventy of the Kukfhek or 
guard, as well from a view to felf-prefer- 
vation, as at the infligation of their com¬ 
mander, bound themfelves by an oath to 
afTafTmale Nadir Shah ; but when the ap¬ 
pointed hour arrived, fifty-feven of them 
being fewed with a panic, refufed to join 
in the execution of the plot. The other 
’thirteen, however, at night tore down the 
Seraperdah +, and entering the Haram, 
•Jcilled the eunuch upon guard, who re¬ 
fufed them admittance ; they then pro¬ 
ceeded To the Shah, The &bflaiice.<f 
the various'accounts. 
latched him with a matchlock hall, with 
blows, and wounds wkh ' fwords and 
knives. It is faid, that at firft he caged 
and abufed ) and dien humbly fupplicsi* 
ed for mercy 3 but tieither p reveling, .‘he 
yas obliged to f«bmit to his fate, 


* Offi<er of the 

i* 63 Tbe T«il, ©^< 4 Imln«of tb« 
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The women, with the jewel office and 
other valuable cffcQs, having bceoi fent 
on before to Kelat, under the. charge of 
Nafli^Ilah Mirza, efcaped the fury and 
rapine of the aflaflins. At day-break 
when the principal Omrahs all^mbled 
together to inveftigate this allonifhing 
event, they found the trunk of Nadir 
Shah lying headlefs on the ground, and 
an dd woman la^menting, over, the head. 
The troops and the .country people, now 
plundered the-Shah's camp with that fu.- 
‘ ry, of which he bad fee them the exam^ 
pfei itv Hindc^an* *Xuran, Turkey, and 
other places. His head v^sTcnilo Aly 
Kuly Khan, his brother’s fon, who had, • 
occaftoned the confpiracy, in order to 
raife feimfelf to the throne. From hence 
is to be learnt, that it is better for kings 
to repofe confidence in their fervants, 
than in their neaxeft relations. Nin? days 
after the affiiffinatioR, Aly Kuly Khan or¬ 
der? d the body to be removed to Mefhed, 
where it was buried on the fifteenth day, 
in the maufoleum which Nadir Shall had 
prepared for hirafcif. 
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A variety of contemptible anagrams 
were made of the letters which forro the 
date of his death and amongll the reft 
the following? h Jire^ in heU^ with hU 

grandfathjsT, and faiher +.” 

The date of his accelfion to the thjfone 
may be thus exprefled. U it good, in 
** what has happened J.’' 

To fpeak the truth, Nadir Shah was ^ 
brave and experienced foldier, poflefled of 
an acute, diferiminating underfianding, 
with aftivicy, refolution, and fixefighti 
he knew very well how to c<w}Ufir» 

' to make. obeyed, but he 
tally ignorant the true priactples of 
government, for the pro^erity of a kifig-* 
dom i and the impetuoftty of hi^ ^»npar» 
bis cnielty and hardneft of heart, made 
his name univerfaliy abhorred anddeteft- 
From a verie of Sheikh Mohammed 

* Ererf » tfao A/^bi^ iljAabet, has a um* 

ric&l valoe* 

Z Aly 
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Aly Hazeen ■*, it {hould feem that Kadir 
Shah's grandfather, Imam Ruly Begf, 
vts a llcinnerj however, ai it has been ob- 
ferVed by a refpeftable' perfonage, we 
ought not, on this occafion, to give en¬ 
tire credit to the poet’s anVition, fince 
he was an enemy to the Shah; and fled in¬ 
to Hindoftan from tlie dread of him.' His 
age has not been exa^ly afcertained> for 
want of hishorofcope. From the appear¬ 
ance of his countenartce, the ftrength of 
his limbs, and the vigottr faculties, 
he did not feera Cp be above fifty years of 
agse,Some fe-bae^tnrth in A. 

^r A.' Dv 1687) i and T have fttoewhere 
feen it written, that he was bom on the 
sych of Ramzan 3102, or 13 th June 
1691. His beard wa.s ^te.white, and he 
uW to have it dyed blatk regularly twice 
a week. Having loft:all his double 
he f^om eat food that required laaiA 
luaftigadoo* and wiion he did, fwaJlowed 
it without chewing. His front teeth were 
all fodnd and firm in his heacj. 

* Tbfi9se«UenrP&e(<iitda 

^dce aeSeiiifi>» • d* 


After 
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After the death of Nadir Shah, his ne¬ 
phew Aly Kuly Khan, with the aftiftance 
of Thamas Khan Jelayftr, and others of 
the nobility, mounted the throne, and af- 
fumed the tide of Aly Shah. He got pof- 
feflion of ten crorfes * of rupees in money, 
with gold and filver bullion, and jewels 
to an incredible amount, with the peacock 
throne, and ^ther riches* which Nadir 
Shah had depohted in Kelat. He put to 
death all the fons and grandfons of Nadir 
Shah, excepting Sharokh Mirza* the fbn 
of Reza' Kuly Mirza, by a daughter of 
Sultan Huffein. He appointed his own 
younger brother Ibrahim Khaa, vic^ 
toy. , > - j ' • ’'' 

* Oae diouTaad \i pne lack «st 

hoadred. lftck» are one crore j j yfj and oae hoadroj 
erom are one tffib > 


Z 2 Trtsr^aUions 


TranfaSicns at Lahoor, <^er the 
death of ZfiKARiA Khan, 

J UST tefore thd tfiurd^t of Nadif 
Shah, died ZekaHa Khao the Soo^ 
bahdar of Multan, who had niarHed the 
After of Kummereddeen Khan. The 
Naib'Soobahdary vas Immediately con-* 
felted upon Meet Momin Khan *, and 
fiiortly after Yahia Khan +, the eldeft fon 
of Zekaria Khan, was ap{>ointed Soobah- 
dar, through the intereft of Kummercd- 
dea Kban/wtefe daughter he had mar¬ 
ried. Sut before his arrival at Lahoor, 
his younger brother HyatuIIah to 
whom Nadir Shah had pven the tide of 
Shahnowaz Khan ||, having raifed a large 
army, marched againft him, and took him 
prifohw, and thereby got entire poGeffion 
all dieir deccafed father^s eflate. Shah- 
nowaz Khan erafed from his own fca! the 
words, ** devoted fervent of Mohavtmed 

Shah;‘\ 
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Skak*'* and in their place fubteuted this 
vcrfe; ... 

“ 0 Lord thou art vntnefs inUi^ 
tion ; 

Sijice my tTiclination is goody hejlazo 
good Vipon mtf * 

In the border of the Teal, inftead of the 
Emperor’s anccftofi, he canted to be en¬ 
graven the names of the twelve Iraalns* 
haring abandoned the faith of the Sunnies» 
.and embraced that of tlic Schias. When 
he had made himfclf m after of the city of 
Lahoor, he extorted confiderablc fums of 
money from his father’s officers, fettled 
the revenues of the country, and tooh 
rheafttres* for fccmtinning the war. ' Kum- 
mcreddeen Khan ufed entreaties and 
threats, to obtain the enlargement of Ya- 
hia Khan, but in vain. However; it was 
fhorcly after effefted, by the contrivaBce 
of their autrt, with the aftiftancc of feme 
other ladies of Ac family. They placed 
Yahia Khan in a tray, and covemg it , 
npt had it conveyed ftom an entertaiii- 
meat as a fir vice • of VTdhnds x. a»td he 
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having thu^ regained his liberty, tra* 
veiled by unfrequented roads to Shah- 
jebanabad. When Stsdioowaa Khan dif- 
covered the trick that had been played, 
he puniihed all the. accomplices of •the 
plot; but he forgot hia refentment agaiull 
his aunt, upon her making the .fbUoving 
fenfibleand affe^lionatedeclaration, ^*Had 
•* circuraftances been reverfed, faid {he, 
“ and you.the prifoner inllead ofYahia 

Khan, I Ihould have exerted all my en- 
“ deavdurs to have fet you at liberty j 
“ for, the heart of a parent feels moll af- 
** &Qion for the child who is ia adverfity, 
** I am now in your power, difpofe of 
“ me as you may think proper.” Sbah- 
nowaz Khan, .charmed at her goodnefs of 
heart, and fagacity, gave her no further 
jtrouble, 

Shahnowaz Khan, whoperfuaded him- 
felf that the Vizier would not proceed to 
hoffillf.ies, whilft his fon*>in-law was in 
confinement, now that he had efcaped, 
began to be alarmed for his own fafety. 
To add to his diftrefs, Ahmed Shah ♦ 


Abdallee, 


I 
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Abdallce wpon hearing of the conteft 
between the brothers, marched to La«* 
hogr., ' I. , 





rv.' 


^ 4 
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The Exaltation of Ahmed 5 kah 
Abdallee, He invades fJiN- 

DOSTAH. 

A hmed khan, the fbn of Moham¬ 
med Zeman Khan Seldoze *, a 
native of Herat, is one of the chiefs of 
his tribe j on winch account, Nadir Shah 
always kept a watchful eye over him \ 
but the .officers of all ranks, treated him 
in private with great refpeft j and on the 
day that Nadir Shah was killed, they de¬ 
clared for Ahmed Shah, 'i'he Kezle- 
bafhes attempted to cmih him, but he e- 
luded all their defigns, and by tlie advice 
of Mohammed Sabir t. a derveiih, pro¬ 
claimed himfelf king at Kandahar. Be¬ 
fore he came to that place, Mohammed 
Khan Shirazy J, the Beglcrbeghy |{ of 
Cabal, Peiffiore, and Sind, accompanied 
by Naflir Khan §, arrived in that neigh- 

% I! 

h O^A' 


bourhood, 
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bourhood, with thirty lacks of rupees, 
which they had colkfted from thofe pro¬ 
vinces, and were carrying to Nadir Shah i 
but upon the intelligence of his death, 
Nour Mohammed Khan *, and other 
neighbouring chiefs, divided the money 
ninongft them. Ahmed Shah ordered 
them into cuRody, and made them re^ 
fund tlie money, which enabled him to 
raife troops, and make otlier preparations 
for conqueft. Ahmed Shah proclaimed 
himfelf king in Kandahar, in the fame 
year that Nadir Shah was killed. Mo¬ 
hammed Tuckee KJian t was one of hU 
principal Omrahs. When he had fettled 
the revenues of Kandahar, Cabul, and 
Peifhore, and appointed officers to coU 
IcEl the duties and tribute, he fet out up¬ 
on the conqueft of Hindoftan, at the head 
of twelve tlioufand men. He crofted the 
river Attock, and plundered all the way 
to Lahoor. 

Shahnowaz Khan threw* up an in- 
trenchment, mounted cannon on the 

• 

A a ’ ramparts 
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rampaits of iKe fort^ and prepared to 
luake a vigorous defence. Baba * Sabir,, • 
the derveift), went into \hc eity of 
hoor, to vifit the holy (brines, and fee 
hia mother, who redded there 5. as well 
aa. t0*e&deavottT to. prevail upon the go¬ 
vernor to furrender; but loft bis. in 
the attempt. I (hall relate the partscttiara, 
in ihe.manncr they were told me by Moi* 
hammed Yar Rhan Ahmed Shah « minu 
mailer, who. v«^ jnfimaiely, acqxiaiiitei 
witkthesderv<h{h. BafaaSabir^^bandfornb 
youth, was tlie fon of a farrier of Laho.ot;, 
nd ha vwg » ttriy wHoatiem *1 0 dii^odoor 
worldly purfuits, left hia owfi^ coantry 
%\^hen very young, and travelled to Cabul, 
.Kandahar and HeiaC. A (hort rime be* 
fore the murder of Nadir Shal^ Baba Sa¬ 
bir wa^ pitchmg a Hide tent, and play¬ 
ing like' a boy, when they aUced him, 

« BervciCi* what arc you abouti',H«?an- 
fwered,^ The kingdom of Nadir Shah 
being at an end, I am fetring up the 
“ tent of Ahmed: Shah." After the death 
of Nadir Shah,'Ahmed Shah bavir^ ob<« 

* Ci Faiktr» ti »tiUe ifvcauBjuoes. 

• ; tained 
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tnined a kingdom a4 the derveim had 
p r eJi fied, \Aatever he aflerted afterwards 
gamed oxiTVcrfal credit. By hi$ advice, 
Ahmed Shah aflumed the title o^ 'D&or-* 
iovfnrh •; W the ptarl of the age ; from 
whence lie and his Abdallees were after¬ 
wards called Doen'dnee. When *th^ 
came to Lahoori the- 3 Bvellh infifted up^ 
on gdngto the cit^, notm^flanding all* 
Ahttrtd SlftA’s e n deavours to ditTuade 
Him from fo rafti an undertaking. He ac-* 
ccJtdih^y fet out', attended by Mohammed 
Yar Khan. 'When He cnteneddie'CRy ^ 
Lahoot*, the fpies of Shahnowaz Rhan' 
brem^ht ittteUtgence, that the magiciati 
cf'Alflfiea ^aH was come with 
tb' liftvliSx all the cannon ? He kt^ 
ccn^dirigly fdzed;atid brou^ befewe Shafts 
nowaa K'Harii'who at die JoterceOadn^^df 
Adeeneh B^Khan f, received him wida 
civility !^'d''refpeft i but not cohfenrtt^ 
to 'the- derveifti’s propolal of rurrendet- 
ing hiftifelf to Ahmed* SaNr Hd^avi 
ed with fuch infufferablc inference, th^t 
he “and Mohammed Yar Khari wot 

A a’ 2 mitted 
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mitted to prifon. T^e next day Shabno- 
waz Kban's courtiers perfuading him, 
that he would brii^ misfortune upon 
hiirfclf by Aaiicring'Sabir the magician to 
live, he gave orders for him to be put to 
death, and the Ihutenc^ was-executed ia 
a cruel manner. But Moha^^psed Yar 
Khan, at the interpofition of Tome ,of the 
courtiers of Shahnowaz Khan, to whom 
he had. formerly rendered good offices, 
wasfet at liberty* .Abmed.Sbah was fo 
enraged at tJie d^tkof his.fpuitual guide, 
and agibaflador, that he mftantly croffed 
1^ Rawe^ *. the 

tt‘»chmems, when the Mo^k were fd-^ 
zed with terror, and Ced. Shahnowaz Khan, 
in defpair at the defertion of his Moghuls, 
on whom he had placed his chief confi-, 
*denqe, haftened to Qehly with his jewels 
and all his gojd.. However, Kummergd', 
deen Khan was fb much enraged at hts 
t former conduft, that he ordered him in-, 
to cullody. The fortune of this man 
verified the old proverb, Whofoeuer 
getk a pit for his broths^ Jkail/M 
in hssi^elf. 




Shalmowaz 
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Shahnowaz Khan fled from Lahoot 
la the month of MohcrrOT ii6t*»for 
Jan. A. D. 1747) Thus Ahmed Shah, 
without lUiking a blow, got pofleifion 
of that city, for above a month after, 
he was cgnlinually extorting large fums of 
money from the inhabiuhts, ajfd*his ar¬ 
my a6led cohforiJii^'ft> the v^rds of 
the poet Sady* *• If king 6a- 

•• ly half &n egg to be taken by fotce 5 his 
•• army will flick a thoufand fowls .upon 
ihefr fpits." 


I fha!I . leave Ahmed Shah plundering 
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Tiht Pniice Sultan Ahmed inarch^ 

' is id oppofe Ahmed'Shah Doo^ 

RANY. . ' 

A S Trptn the fimperot's we%k flate of 
health, it wouM have been very in- 
conyed^t for him to have ta’:en the fields 
the pmcipal nobility advifed him to lend 
his (bn.S.jiliQR A breed * to a6t againl^ the 
I)ooranees j and reprefented djat provir 
ded the prince \vn\t with the army, no: 
on^ of Qfnrahs, woald allc any fupplies 
of money, or grants of jagecr; but that if 
he fenC an army without tlie prince, 
there would be required immediately fixty 
lacks of rupees for tlie troops of the 
Omrahs, befides new grants of jageers. 
The Emperor, however, had fuclianalfec* 
tion for his Ton, tliat he could not be 
prevailed upon to part ^vidi him at that 
time; but rather confented to exhauft his 
ire^ury, by ilTuing fixty lacks of rupees 
amongft the troops of Kummereddeen 
Khan, Sefder Jung, Zulfecar Jung, Ra- 

jah 
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jaK IfTeree- Singh fon of Jyfingh +, 
Saadeddten Khan j, Bukhi Singh j|, 
and other Omrahs : and after granting 
additional jagccrs, ordered the army tpt 
proceed agaiidl the enemy. 

W!ien they aiTived at Suniput inteU 
ligencc was received, that Ahmed Shalj 
was levying a lat^e anny at Lahoor, with 
defign of marching ip Dehly. The intel¬ 
ligence occahoned genera,! conftemation, 
frdm the dread that tlie fame enormities 
which they had experienced from Nadir 
Shah, would be committed over again. Sa-r 
labut Khan** andZuIfecarKhan return-? 
edto the Emperor, and convinced him o£ 
the neceffity of encouraging the troops, 
by the prefence of the.prince. Sultan Ah^ 
med accordingly proceeded to Suniput^ 
with a fourth part of the imperial troops, 
and Zulfecar Jung was appointed 'his 
Aulcek it or. tutor.. Rajah IflereeSingb* 

tt JJLT 


taking 
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taking advantage of the poRure of aSktrs, 
applied for the command of the caftle of 
Rinthore *, and in hopes of fucceeding 
flaid behind; but Kummereddeen Khan, 
and Sefder jnng, pofitivcly objected to 
the mcafure, from the perruafion that if 
ftich an important fortrcfs got into the 
hands of tlie Rajpoots, it vould be inv 
poffibte again to difpofleCs them: they at 
the fame lime loldthe Rajah’s agent, tliat 
if his mailer did not choolc to join ihe 
army, he might return to his own countns 
IlTeice Singh being at enmity with }iis 
broihcr> who is married to a daughter 
of the Ranna f, and as other Zemin¬ 
dars were allb ill difpofed towards him, 
he thought it moll prudent not to difpleafe 
tlie Emperoi\ and accordingly joined ihtt 
army. 

Amongft the Omrahs who accompanied 
the Shahzadeh J, were the following, 
Kummereddeen Khan the Vizier, with 
his two fons, and the Turany Moghuls, 

* + U. 

+ Tift King's Siu, lit PriM» 

his 
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his dependents, Janifh Khan Ahmed 
Zeman Khan f, Mohammed Atta Khan J, 
and Sefder Jung, with a few troops, and 
IfTeree Singh, with a body of Rajpoots in 
fa &on- coloured d refles. A perfon Raining 
his clothes with fafFron before he goes to 
battle, indicates that he is refolved to 
conquer or die j but this cowardly boaRer, 
fled in the beginning of the aftion., Under 
the prince’s ftandard marched alfo Naffir 
Khan |{, who had been formerly Soo- 
bahdar of Peifhore ; and Mohyeddeen 
Aly Khan. The following great Omrahs 
remained with the Emperor; Ghazyed- 
deen Khan Intezam ed-dowlah foa 
of Kummereddeen Khan, Jilaleddeen Hy« 
dcr Khan tt, fon of Sefder Jung, Ifhal^ 

§ ** 

‘H’ tUenfudi Uie Nawah 

^huja cd'doftlah, w'ly 
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Kb an *, Dewan of the Khalfeh +, or 
exchequer, Saadeddeea Khan, Khanfa-. 
roan or fieward of the houfehol^i, 
Abdul mqeed Khan Mejdeddowlah and 
Rajah Bukht Sing Rathore 

♦ 

it I 

§ jyt^j npjifdcidM irib^ofRajpcow. 


The 
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The dejeat of the AsDALLEESi 

A fter a confultation of the prin* 
cipil Omrahsi it was deternai- 
ned> that the army (hould advance be¬ 
yond the plain of Kamal Which had 
proved fo unfortunate to the troops of 
Hiridoftan, in the aflion with Nadir 
Shah j they therefore proceeded to the 
ferry of Matcheewateh t, and encamped 
on the banks of the Setluje J. Here they 
received intelligence, that Ahmed Shah, 
after crofTing the Rawde, had gone to 
Sirhind, and was now pofJefling himfelf 
of all the treafufe and effe£fsin ^at quar¬ 
ter i upon which the Shahzadeh with the 
army, turned back again, and marched 
towards Sirhind. When they arrived 
within four cofe of Sirhind, a cannonading 
commenced on both fides, which was 
repeated for fixteen days, till the 22d 
of Rebby ul Awwel, A. H. 1161, (or 
loth March 1748), when both armies 

B b 2 drew 


iS8 THE Memoirs of 


drew up in order of battle. Kummered- 
deeh Khan was fitting in his tent after 
having performed his prayers, intending 
to proceed fhortly to a6lbn, when a 
cannon-ball from the enemy, (Iruck him 
on the fide, and deprived him of life. 
His fon Maayen ul Mulk immediately 
informed the’Shahzadeh and Sefder Jung 
of this dire event j and after calling to¬ 
gether the officers of his deceafed father’s 
troops, reprefented to them the necelfity 
of keeping his death fccret from die 
armyj affured them of his refolution to 
conquer or periOi in the aSion, and ,dc-. 
fired that thofe who were not hearty iri 
the caufe would retire. They were all ani« 
mated by his example, and promifed to 
fupport him at the expence of their lives: 
then having caufed it to be reported, 
that the Vbier not choofing to ftir abroad 
that-day, had appointed his fon to a£l in his 
fiead, Maayen ul Mulk mounted his ele¬ 
phant;, and led on the troops to the charge. 
The Abdallees fuflained the attack with 
valour; and the contefl was bloody and 


obfii- 
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obRinate on both Tides. Maayenu! Mulk 
diTplayed great military fkill and intrepi¬ 
dity. Janifli Khan was killed. The Ab- 
dallees were now gaining the advantage^ 
bwing to the defertion of IlTeree Singh, 
and his tvooj^s, \vhici\ left one of die 
flanks of the imperial army entirely ex- 
pofed to the enemy, till Sefder Jung 
advanced to its fupport j Maayen ul 
Mulk renewed the attack, the enemy 
fuffcred great (laughter, and at length 
were obliged to retreat. On account of 
the death of the Vizier, the Shahzadeh 
did not think proper topurfueUie enemy, 
but encamped on the banks of the Set- 
luje, where we will now leave him. 
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The death of Mohammed Shah* 
A fumrruiry Account of his An^ 
cejlors* 

I HAVE heard from well-informed per-^ 
fons, that the defeendents of Ameer 
Timour, had not fully cftablifhcd their 
empire in Hindoftan, till tlic middle of 
the reign of Akber, and his attention 
was fo much given to temporal affairs, 
that he ncgle 61 ed fpiritual concerns. The 
wife adminiftration of Alumgeer, gave 
fplendour to religion, and from his ju¬ 
dicious regulations the government ob¬ 
tained full vigour. Tins monarch, who 
introduced the collection of Jezyah * in 
Hindoftan, befides being pious, was learn¬ 
ed, wife, and a6iive in bufinefs: but the 
wars which enfued amongft his Tons and 
grandfons, after his death, weakened the 
empire, and brought on its decline: in 
tliefe bloody contefls for the empire, 
perilhed all die old and experienced fer- 
vants of the crown. Summarily, after 

It 

CapUation Mx frosi 

the 
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the death of Alumgcer, bloody battles 
vere fought between his fons Bahadra 
Shah, Azcm Shah, and Sultan Kam- 
bukhfti By the will of heaven Ba« 
hadre Sihah obtained the kingdom, and 
affuraed the title of Sha/t Alum^ or king of 
tktworld: he was pious, learned, courte¬ 
ous, and moniheent to a fault; and had 
a numerous family. Dunng the life-time 
of his fether, he had made a vow, that 
if he fhould afterwards be king, he would 
gratify the defire of every one j and by 
a religious performance of this engage¬ 
ment, fo incompatible with the laws o£ 
government, by excelBve largefies and 
immenfe gifts, he exhaufted the treafures 
accumulated by Shahjehan, and which 
his father had fb greatly augmentei 
Neverthelefs, out of regard to the no- 
blenefs of his defigns, and his perfonal 
valour, the Omrahs, the army, the gover¬ 
nors of provinces, and the Zemindars, 
refpefted his authority, and were ever du¬ 
tiful, and obedient to his comm ^ds. Ou 
his demife, ne^v wars broke out between 


his Tons Moezeddeen Azeem us Shan f, 

^affieh us Shan and Jehan Shah |(, Mo- 
^zcJdc^n <^ined the ^throne, and took llie, 
title of Shahi or the p(f[[{j[or cf 

laorli. He wss very robuft* poflefied 
courage, and military- ikill j but he had 
reigned only eight moAths, when his ne^ 
phew Ferukhfeer, came from Bengal, and 
rook him prifoner in battle: and to the> 
utter difgrace of the vi6tor, he was put to, 
death in a cruel luaoncr. Shortly after, 
Zulfecar Khan experienced the like fate. 
Ferukhfeer, owing his exaltatbn to the, 
two Syed brothers Huffein Aly ^hap an(^ 
Abdullah Kha^i **, loaded them, with ho-* 
nours; bu^ happening at Jafl to difpleafe 
them, they deprived him of his, crown and, 
life. HulTeiri Aly Khan, who was Meer 
^khfhee +f, and Soobahdar of the Dek-« 
han, taking adv^tag:e of the inifunde^- 

t il 

§ ** 

Pa][-nalkr Gicnenl. 
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ftandmg between his brotlier and Fernkli- 
feer, carried wicli him a pretender to the 
throne in a covered carriage. When he 
arrived at Dehly, he negkfted to wait 
upon the Emperor, and after having 
alarmed his fears to the ntmoil, open¬ 
ly declared, that it was his intention 
to facrifice the pretender to the Em¬ 
perors pleafure, by delivering ]iim up 
at the fir ft inter vie v/. After a long nego¬ 
tiation, it was agreed, that Huflein Aly 
Khan fhould make his own arrangement?, 
in the government, and then come and 
pay his refpcfls to the Emperor, He ac¬ 
cordingly entered the fort, and fent his 
own men into the Haram, from whence 
they dragged out Ferukhreer, and carried 
him to prifon. In order to preferve 
the appearance of royalty, the brothers 
xaifed to the throne, Raffeih ul Dir- 
jat *, fon of Raffeih us Shan. Having 
now effc£lually refumed all the power 
of the government, the office of Vizier 
was conferred Upon Abdullah Khan, and 
that of Meer Bukhfhee upon HuHein 

* 

C c 


Aly 
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Aly Khan, as heFore. Some people aflert^ 
that the following verfes were written by 
Ferukhfeer whilft in prifon: but others 
attribute the compofiuon to his tutor, and 
fay that he only repeated them. 

TAc kcarl is intoxicated with irtadnefs ; 
give it not vjine. 

It u kdhiiuaUd to Jire; give it not 
tei'. 

To every oie xoho enqvirctk after the con¬ 
dition of my heart; 

Breathe only a fgh ufon the lipy gfve 
him no an/zver *. 

A lew days after, Ferukhfeer was def- 
troyed by poifon: in order to be fure he 
was dead, they cut the foies of his feet, 
and then buried him. 

0 }/^' 


Raffick 
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Raffeih ul Dirjai bdng of a weak cor^* 
ftitution, and much addifted to drinking 
an infulion of poppy heads, reigned only 
three months and eleven days. Abdullah 
Khan and his brotlicr then raifed to the 
throne his. brother Raffdh-ed-do%vleh, 
and gave him the title of Shahjehan. 
They made him march frwn Agra to op- 
pofe Naikofecr*,, who had been fet up ia 
oppofition by Metrefaia +, and others. 
Naikofeer was taken prifoner. Shahjehan 
being fickly, like his brother, and addi6led 
to the fame intemperance, foon defeend- 
from the throi^e into, the coffin. 

At the death of Shahjehan, his brodier 
Rofhen Akhter J was taken out of con¬ 
finement at Dehly, and placed on the 
throne in the beginning of Zekahdeh A. H* 
1x31 (or in Oftober 1719}, with the title of 
Moharoroed Shah. The grand entertain¬ 
ment which he gave on Sunday the 9th 
of Shawal 1133 (or July 2 ad 1721), waa 

J The bright ftar. 

Cc z 
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on account of f >me aftrologfcal predic* 
tion. Molinmmed Shah beijlg at that 
time a very beautiful youth, a rerpe6lab]e 
poet made the follo^nr.j^ lines upon tlie 
ciicun.fiances of his accefiion. 

It 'ms a iri^ht Jiar, now it has hcom 
the vioon *. 

' JoJefh + cav.it cut of pvifon^ anS. vm^ 
King J. 

The minifters fettled it, that during the 
feven months of RiifFeih ul Diijat and 
Raffeih - ed - dowich tlic throne fhould 
confidered as having been vacant, and that 
time be added to the reign of Moham¬ 
med Shah, ^vhereby they place his accef- 
fion on the ift of Rebby ul A\w:l, which 
extends iiis reign to 30 ycai-s 3 whereas 
it was only twenty, nine years ?ind fix 
months. 

• JoTc^i ii cyHet! by tbc fisftsrq Pc<ts, fbf ZUn ^ 

t According lo tbe Eo-tn Jofepli was Kjr| of BgpyC. 

t A 

Hufiein 
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Huffeia Aly Khan, in order to be re¬ 
venged upon Nizam ul Mulk, for having 
defeated and fiaughtered his troops, made 
Mohammed Shah march againft him on 
the 27th of Zilhejeh (or 18th 0 £t. 1720) in 
the fecond year of his reign. Daring the 
expedition, Meer Ilyder Khan *, at the 
inftigation of Mohammed AmeenKhanf, 
pretending to have received injuries from 
him, prefented a falfe peril ion on ihefub- 
je£l to Huffein Aly Khan, and ivhilft he 
was reading it, ftabbed him with a knife; 
and repeated the blow rill he expired; but 
the aflalTm was inftantly cut to pieces. 
Mohammed Shall Toon after gave up the 
cxpediiion and returned towards Dehly, 
in order to oppofe Abdullah Khan, who 
upon the news of his brother's affaflma- 
tion, took out of prifon Sultan ibraheem J, 
fon to Raffeih us Shan, and declared 
him Emperor; and ivas inarching at the 
head of a large army to take vengeance 
on die murderers of his brother. On 
Friday the 13th of Moherrem, in the 2d 


year of the reign,.(or 2d November 1720), 
a battle was fought, when Abdullah Khan 
being made prilbner, Mohammed Ameen. 
Khan was appointed Viaicr in his ftead. 
Six weeks after his promotion, Moham¬ 
med Ameen Khan died a natural death* 
when the Emperor wanted to confer 
the Vizanit upon Khandowxan, but the 
Turany Moghyls being diffatisfied with 
him, raifed a tumult, whcnEnayutulIah*. 
Khan +, univerfally refpefled tor his iu- 
tegriry and abilities, was made deputy. 
Vizier, and Nizam ul Mulk grand Vi¬ 
zier } and when the latter came to Dehly, 
he was formally in veiled with the office, 
by receiving a khelut J, or drefs, and, 
ther honorary diftin^lions. But after¬ 
wards, differences happening between the. 
Emperor and Nizam ul Mulk, the Viza- 
rut was beftowed upon Kummereddeen. 
Khan, on the 2d ofZekahdeh, in the fixth, 
year of the reign, (or nth July 1724). 
The Emperor from this time delivered 


himfelf 
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liimfelf up to indolence and pleafure, till 
the invafion of Nadir Shah changed his 
joy into farrow. During the reign of 
Mohammed Shah, there were continual 
diflenfions amongll the Ornrahs j fo that 
whenever one began a buGnefs properly, 
fome other, in order to promote his ovm 
felfifli views, would be furc to counteract 
and fruGrate his good intentions. The 
Emperor all tlie while looked on without 
daring to interfere, from the apprehen- 
fion of experiencing the fate of Ferukh^ 
fecr and the two Syed. But what 
was worfc than the feuds amongG the 
Ornrahs, they had formed connections 
with the Zemindars; each Ameer in his 
turn, iuriuualiijg that if another ventured 
to rebel, he could be cruihed by means of 
fome particular Zemindar, tlie Emperor 
was thereby prevailed upon to flrengthen 
one after another, till at length the Ze¬ 
mindars got pafTefTion of the whole power 
of tlie empire, and the Ornrahs funk into 
infignificancc. It is, however, but juft 
to obferve, cliat thofc evils did not refult 
from any peculiar depravity in the pre- 
fent nobility, but were the natural effeCls 

of 
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of a feeble government, when thcauthorit/ 
of the monarch being treated with con¬ 
tempt, cabals and difienfions invariably 
arife amongfl the nobility, and in their 
confequences are the ruin of the empire* 

I have been told, that Mohammed Shalt 
in his youth was of a robuft make, and 
pofleffed a very good underftanding; but 
in the latter pan of his life, from fick- 
nefs, and the conftant ufe of opium, his 
mind, and his whole frame, were weak 
and debilitated. lie was bom on Friday, 
the 23d of Rebby ul Awvvxl, A. H.. 1114, 
(or 5th Auguft 1702), in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Ghuijneen; and died at Dchly 
on the 27t.h of Rebby ul Sany ii 5 i, (or 
14th April 1748. 


A CHRO- 
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At the time Mohammed Shah died, th6 
Prince Sultan Ahmed was with the army 
at Sirhind $ and Malekah ul Zemany 
Mohammed Shah’s widow, who was* a 
daughter of Ferukhfccr, in order to pre¬ 
vent any fudden commotions, enjoined 
Ghazyeddcen Khan, and fome other Oan- 
rahs tokeepthe event fecret, till the prince's 
arrival Sultan Ahmed, on receiving in¬ 
telligence of his father’s death, fet out im¬ 
mediately for Shahjehanabad, leaving Ni¬ 
zam ul Mulk governor of Lahoor. 



The Emprefs of the S£«« 


D d a 


SVLTAH 
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gULTAM Ahmed a^ern^ th 
Throne. 

A t Paniput *, on the sd of Jemady: 
ul Awel 1161, (or April i8th 1748), 
Nawab Sefder Jung, having made 
the neceffary preparations for the inaugu¬ 
ration of the new monarch, by fetrin^ up. 
the imperial Chetr+> and other infi^nia of 
royalty, ccu\gratulated Sultan Ahmed up¬ 
on his acceffion to the thrope of Hindof- 
tan, did him homage.' The Emperor 
returned th^ tdtnpllnieht by faying, “ I 
alfo congratulate you, upon the Vizarut.* 
The other Omrahs who vere prefent 
were honored with different marks of the 
royal fevour. The Emperor Jire^d that 
the following ritles fhould be ufed in the 
pulpit and bn the coin; MojahicUddim, 
Ahmed Shah, Bahadre, Padfia 
Chdzi j ; or mrf^ in defence of re^ 



\ «r ambMfli, it on® oT rfae iorignU of TOjulcy. 

ligipn. 
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Hgion, thi father of viBoryt Ahmed Shah, 
the valiantt the viScrious Hng» 

Thofe who were perfe^y converfant in 
the proper forms, reprefented to the Em¬ 
peror, that not one of the defeendants of 
Timour had ever affumed the title of Ba- 
hadre, but had only conferred it upon 
their fervants j however this remonflrance 
did not piake him change his orders, and 
Bahadre was included amongft his Utles. 
The Nawab Sefder Jung was formally 
invefte^ Virarut^ the office of 

Mcer Bukhfhee, was obtained by Syed 
Selabut Khan Zulfecar Jung *, on the 
removal of Afof Jaht. Nizam ui Mulk J; 
Itemadeddowleh |j, fonof the late Kumme- 
reddeen Khan, was appointed fecond 
Bukliihee; and the Nawab Abdulmajid 

"b I in iiiniij Uh 4 f^f» who they iky wa* 

5 aIotneQ*a Vizier, ii a eiile commooly girea to the ^and 
yiwef. • 

% ^rangtment tftht mfirit the flc- 

tion being here ufed for che perfori. 

Ii 

Mej- 
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^lejdeddowleh ^ third Bukhfhee, or pay- 
mailer . Thefe were the only changes tl^at 
then happened, all the ctl tc Omrahs 
Ilanding conlirmed in their refpe6liveof¬ 
fices. The Emperor’s mother, who wat ^ 
concubine, named Oudhera Bicyt, now 
obtained the title of Kawstb Bley and 
fometime after Nawab KoodliehSahebeli- 
zemany||. JaweidKlian the eunuch, who 
had been many years bher fervicc, was at 
her recommendation appointed Daro- 
gha** of the Abdar Khaneh+i; the Feel 
Khaneh perfume office and of the 

Ghoful Khaneh ||[|y with tJie title of Naw^^ 

* F*ther of tlie prefeoc 

Abdullahed Khao. 

II ^y The ho^y Nawab, the 

M litre r» of the age > ' 

S ** J h Soperhitcndant. 

t ♦ 

"It The Watcf'houfc. 

nil n< Bith. 
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Bah adrc *. Ma n Khan t, the king’s maternal 
uncle, obtained a munfeb of fix thoufand^ 
and the title of Moatekid ed dowleh J. 

The following event whicli happened 
in the fame year, was the caufe of great 
commotions. On the feftival of Zuhah [|, 
Sefdcr jting, in returning from the Eed- 
gah ^ to his Own houfe, pafled through 
the market place called Keegumbobdh *** 
when fuddenly Come tliatches on the 
right fide of the ft reel appeared in flames,- 
and there was difcliargcd From that quarter 
a volley of matchlock and piftoU balls. 
Several of the fervants in the front of the 
procefTion were wounded, but fortunately 
theNawab himfelf did not receive any inju- 
ly. Notwithftanding all the enquiries that 
were made, the parties concerned in this 
audacious afl could never be difeover- * 

^ J yyJ' The tu Ay fereaei of Ute flate. 

II 

^ The pl'ci where ihe fcAivaU »re celebratei. 



ied: however, as it bccafi dried fufpicior'^ 
in the mind of Sefder Jung unfavorable 
to the Emperor, he abfcnted himfelf from 
court for thre^ months. At laft the exi¬ 
gency the Emperor 5 a^airs was fuch, 
that h^ was •|)erfuQded by bis friends to 
pay the Vizier a vifiti when by this con- 
defcenfion, and the moft folcmn prolefta- 
tions, Sefdcr Jung was fatisfied of his in¬ 
nocence. 

As foon as Ahmed Shah Doorahy re¬ 
ceived intelligence of the feuds at court, 
he marched from Cabul for Lahoor. 
However Nizam ul Mulk, the Soobahdar 
of Penjab, flopped his progrefs, by pro mi¬ 
ll ng to remit him annually fourteen lacks 
of rupees,, in fatisfaftion of the revenues 
of fome places ceded to Nadir Shah, for 
the payment of theexpences of Cabul, and 
which Nadir Shah, till his death, received 
regularly from Zakaria Khan. Upon this 
negodation, the Dooranees returned to 
Kandahar, and Penjab cfcaped the horrors 
of devaflation and plunder. 
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Account of the death of Aly 
Mohammed Khan the Rohil- 
LAH, and of the contentions which 
enfued behoeen his Sons and the 
Nawab Kaim Khan, Son of 
Mohammed Khan Bungish* 

U PON the death of Kummereddeen 
Khan, AJy Mohammed Khan, Rohil- 
hh, Zemindar and Foujdar of O^lah 
and Bungurh, was under the necelity of 
feigning a friendfhip with Sefder Jung the 
Vizier, and till his death afted with well- 
diflembled humility. His tons, imitating 
his example, conneftcd themfelves with 
Sefder Jung: but he, fenliblethat his coun¬ 
try could never be fecure whilftthe Afghans 
maintained any power in that quarter, re- 
folved to extirpate them, by fowing dif- 
fenfions between thofc of Roh and thofe 
of BungiOi. There are various ftories on 
this fubjeft, but what follows, appears to 
be moil probable and confiilent. The 
Emperor and his miniflers, fecretly per- 
£ e fuaded 
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fuaded Kaim Khan * to d«ftroy the Tons 
of Aly Mohammed, by promifing him 
pofleffion of their territory. At the faine 
time, Sefder Juhg encouraged the Tons of 
Aly Mohammed to make a vigorous op- 
polition to Kaim Khan, and pretended to 
give orders to Nevil Royt, the Naib 
Soobahdar of Oudh, to march hirafclf 
with troops to the fupportofthe Rohil- 
lahs. Accordingly, Kaxm Khan took the 
field with a large army againft the Rohil- 
lahs, refolved to deftroy them j whilft the 
Rohillah Chiefs confiding on the af- 
furanfies they had received from Sefder 
Jung, marched out boldly to oppofe him, 
expeftingtobe foon joined by Nevil Roy. 
Kaim Khan, feeing the critical fituationof 
afiain, refolved to attack the Rohillahs 
before they Ihould be ftrengihened by 
their junSion’ with Nevil Roy. The Ro- 
hlllahs, cow alarmed at their fituation, 
filed for peace 5 but Kaim Khan refilled 
to liflen to their propofals, and purfued 
his operations with vigour. The Rohil* 
labs, driven to defpair, laid troops in am- 

hufii 
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bufh wit!i cannon, and afler a fhort fkir- 
mi (h too k t o flight. Kaim Khan, i u fla ted 
%vith pride by the repeated folicitations 
for peace, and thinking he had now gain-* 
cd the victory, purfued the enemy carelefs- 
ly, till he came in front of the ambufh, 
when the concealed aruUery wa$ fo well 
ferved, that he and all his principal offi¬ 
cers were killed, and die whole army 
fled with precipitation to Ferukhabad, 
Thus the Rohillahs, from their humility, 
and not having confided on their ftrength, 
returned viftorious to Ownleh and Bun- 
gurh. The Emperor and the Vizier, upon 
receiving intelligence of the death of Kaim 
JChan, had refolved to fend an officer to 
confifcate his property, when they learnt 
that the mother of the deceafed, had agreed 
to pay the Mahrattahs twenty lacks of 
rupeest provided they would extirpate 
the Rohillahs, and fend her Saadallah 
iGian *, the fon of Aly Moliammed, to be 
put to death, in retaliation of the blood 
of her fon. As this invafion of the Mah¬ 
rattahs, would have cxpofed the territory 
* 

£ e 2 


of 


df Sefder Jung to their dcvaflations, he 
pcrfuaded the Emperor to march towards 
Ferukhabad in the month of Moherrem 
1163, or in Dec. 1749* to prevent the 
threatened bruption. When they arrived 
jn Sircar Kowl *, it was agreed, that tlie 
Emperor with Ghazyeddeen Khan, Inte- 
2ani ed dowleh, and fome others of the 
Omrahs, fliould continue there $ whilft 
Sefder Jung, with Abdulniajeed Khan 
CaJhmeery +, and Lutfullah Khan Pa- 
niputty J, Shere Junglj, &c. were tq 
proceed to Ferukhabad, in order to con- 
fifeate the ellate of the late Kaim Khan. 
But the mother of Kaim Khan, who was 
a woman of great penetration and pru¬ 
dence, having learnt thefe refolutions, re¬ 
paired immediately to the'Viziers camp, 
attended only by 300 cavalry. After a 
long conference fhe agreed to fend the 
Emperor fifty lacks of rupees, and fdth- 
fully fulfilling her engagement, the Erq* 
peror marched back to Shahjehanabad. 


^ *0 Agra. 
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Some Account of the Nawab Mot 
ATEMID UL MeLOUK, SyED AL- 
t AVEE Khan, Hakeem Bashy. 

T he name of this iiluftnous perfon- 
age, is Mirza Mohammed Hafh- 
cm * i his father was Hakeem Mohammed 
Hadi +; and his grandfather was Syed 
Mozuffereddeen, Huflein Allavee, of the 
(lock of Mohammed Haneef Syed Mo- 

zuSer eddeen was a learned phyfician of 
Beabanek [| inKiiorofan, and aftemards fet¬ 
tled at Shiraz, which is the native foil of 
his defcendents. Mirza Mohammed Hadi, 
his fon, befides his fldli in phyfic and fur- 
gery, which was famous throughout Iran, 
was a remarkable fine penman, ^nd ppfief- 
fed other accomplifhments in an eminent 

ft Son of AI7 Qot bv Fftiblmft, but of anoth«r marrisgtf. 
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degree. He lived like a Calender and 
was filled Mlrza Hadi Calendery. Du¬ 
ring lib Rudies, he wore the drefs of the 
learned, but when he was com poling 
verfes, and in company at coffee-houfes +, 
his habit was that oi a Calender. The 
following are the moft reno.wned of his 
pupils, who have yifiled HindoRan t 
Sheikh Mohammed Huflein, Plakcem ul 
Memalik J, whofe poetical name is Shoh- 
ict||; he was the greaieft phyfician of his 
time, and a good poet. Hakeem Moham¬ 
med Ifmail Shirazy who faded at Ak- 
jjerabad **, and was from thence calle4 
Akbcrabady, was a phyfidan of great fkill 
and exienfive praftice. Hakeem Aly 

* • kind of Mohamaedaa inofiks. who dvfpife 

wotlOIy poflcfllons. 

II Reaown. 

•* jUyi The Ci(y of Akber, Agra. 


Nuckee 
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Nuckee Khan who was patronized [by 
the Nawab A zee mullah Khan +. Alfa 
Hakeem Moriiza J, and Hakeem and 
Moulavee Nufleira [j» who went from A- 
zeemabad to Shiraz. Thefe with many 
otl^er pupils of Mirza Mohammed Had?, 
fettled in Hindohan, the Dekhan, Iran, 
and other countries. The poetical name 
of Mirza Mahommed Hadi is Shch- 
rer ^: Allavee Khan had in his poffelTioa 
a dewan ** of his compofing. He died 
in the year 1107, or i(5p5, aged fixJy three 
years, and was buried near the tomb of 
Imam MouiTa Kazim at Shiraz. He left 
behind him two fons, Mirza Mohansmed 
Halhera (or Allavee Khan) and Mirza 
Mohammed Huffein The latter was ve- 

* ■** 

+ \J^/^ II 

§ j Sp»rfc of fire. 

** A Dtwao U a ferlei of Od«i, niuniog 

shrougK the who!e alphabet, all the rhymes of the firS ter* 
nieattng la 1 of (he feeond ia aad (o oa. 

++ Co— 

fy 
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ry learned in phyGc, as he has fhewn by his 
commentary on the Canoonchee *. Mir- 
za Mohammed Haftiem ftudied under his 
father, affifted by Moulla Lutfullah Shi- 
razy +, and Akhoond Meflieha AlEey J. 
He travelled from Shiraz to the Dekhan in 
A. H. 1 n 1, or A. D. 1^99, being then in 
the 34th year of his age, and was prefent- 
ed to Alumgeer during the fiege of Sit- 
tareh ||; that Emperor honoured him with 
a khelui § and a munfeb **, and placed 
him in the fervice of his fon Mohammed 
Azem Shah. In icopfideration of his fe- 
niily defeeat and repowned fkill, he ob¬ 
tained in marriage the daughter of Hakeem 
Mohammed Shefia Shufhteree +t. In the 
reign of Bahadre Shah, he obtained the 


* or {hor( Caooos of the art of Ph/ilc. 

* # 

II 

^ aDr«r:gifen oo appoiarmroc (oaaof> 

£ee, and other pabUc occaCou*. 


*». 




Oigoit/. 
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title of Allavee * Khan, with an increafe 
of his munfeb, and jageer f. Whilft he 
was in the fervice of Moharomed Shah, 
that monarch ordered him his weight in 
gold and filver, raifed bis inunfeh to fix 
thoufand, with a monthly ftipend of three 
thoufand rupees, and gave him the title 
of Moatcmcd ul MelookJ. From thcuni- 
verfal fame of his learning and (kill. Na¬ 
dir Shah, after the capture of Dehly, 
fliewed him great refpe^l, and under a 
promife that he fhould be permitted to 
make a pilgrimage to Mecca, he was pre¬ 
vailed upon to accompany that conqueror 
on his departure from Hindoftan, as I have 
before rela ted. He was con tinually b u ft ed 
either in writing prefcriptions for the fick, 
or in literary purfuits, and yet to the age 
of eighty years, had never worne fpec- 
tacles, and was poflefled of ali his other 




Tii« Eltas df Lord. 


i<K An aiSgnm«oC of Uad. 




The irorty Serraoc oTKingr. 


Acuities 
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faculties iu full vigour. A mono ft his 
works one rncifJed JurrmcCl 
or ihc CoUcClioM of Colk^mUy is of fucli 
CMtenfive enirUtion, ihar if all the other 
books in phvlic \Fere to be loft, the wliole 
art would be found preferved in this vo¬ 
lume. He wrote very good verfe.i, and 
lias been celebrated by many poets. He 
was born at Shiraz In Ramzan looo (or 
January and'died ofa dropry, at 

Sbahjrhatiabad on the 29th of Rcjeb 
(or July 3749). Conformably 
to fUrcriions in his left will, his re¬ 
mains vrere interred near tlic tomb of Ni¬ 
zam cd deen Aulia f. As he had no cliil- 
drec, the Emperor at bis death iftaed an 
order for the coi'.fifcation of his property 
into theicxchequer j but afterwards, at the 
interpofition of Sefder Jung the Vizier, 
it was commanded that his eflate, of every ; 

delcripiioii, fhould be divided amongft i 
his heirs in Bengal and Shiraz j and Ha- [ 









keem 
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ke€m Aly Nuckee Khan *, his fifler’s fan, 
was inrrufted with the diftrihuUon. A 
year before his death, he had dedicated 
hw library to the ufe of the public, under 
the adminiflration of Aly Nuckee Khan, 
and the books ^^erc lent to any one who 
'^vanted to ftudy them, 

Tlte niaurnac anete of the Najvab 
KcaaKhanMozuffex 

whofe favber Nawab Hadi Aly Khart 
i*’*" enjoyed liic office of Daroghe 
cf the Duf u! Zbi/A or at Moorlheda- 

bud, which is now Iield, biit with reduced allowances, by 
Vtosuder June’s eluft broiher, the Nawab Mohammed 
liufTvIa Khao ly a very rerpedablo 

cb&r^id^er. 


F>}r llte infirmatliH i^Jtnh of our FtAitrt oj are >01 
etfr^tr/a*! ia ikf Peifajt Unguage, h oax he tttetjfery !$ ob* 
JerA^f, >bnt ihe ex^ltt/toiUju /• dx wler art, ibe asj? 
i4 the jingsier HiJtiher. 


THE END. 
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